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Beirut Cinema Platform - BCP starts its
second edition filled with hope in presenting
new film projects and talents; among them
talents already known and others to be
discovered.

The platform aims at providing young Arab
filmmakers and producers the opportunity
to meet with Arab and foreign professionals
in order to encourage partnerships and co-
productions.

For this year, 16 fiction and documentary
film projects were selected from 10
Arab countries: Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan,
Palestine, Iraq, Bahrain, Tunis, Morocco,
Sudan and Qatar.

Beirut Cinema Platform is organized by
Beirut DC and Fondation Liban Cinema,
under the patronage of the Ministry of
Culture and with the support of Beirut
Municipality, in partnership with IDAL, in
association with the Swiss Embassy in
Lebanon and Doha Film Institute (DFI),
with the support of Dubai Film Market
Enjaaz, the Organisation Internationale de
la Francophonie (OIF), the French Institute,
Goethe-Institut Lebanon, the Arab Cinema
Center (ACC), the Arab Fund for Arts and
Culture (AFAC), the Arab Film Institute, the
PostOffice, 360 Media Studios, White Taxi, Al
Falamanki and SmallVille Hotel.
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INVEST IN LEBANON

APPLY FOR OUR

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

20 gl

[ o4 [}

.
<>
S
b

i

Pl Yl G

to further benefit from your
media projects in Lebanon

If you are involved in the film industry either through production, post production or
distribution activities and would like to establish your project in Lebanon, you need to secure
a minimum investment size of USD 200,000 or USD 400,000 (capital investment in land or
machine) along with 25 job opportunities to take advantage of a range of incentives and
business support services that include:

e Up to 100% exemption on corporate income tax for up to 10 years
e Up to 100% exemption on profits from dividends for up to 10 years
* 100% exemption on land registration fees

® 50% reduction on work and residence permits for foreign workers
e Up to a 50% reduction on construction permits fees

Investment Development Authority of Lebanon
For your investments, call: +961 1 983306 / investinlebanon.gov.lb
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www.aboutswitzerland.org
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‘Ghost Hunting’ by Raed Andoni

Feature Documentary / Palestifie; France, Switzerland, Qatar / 2017
Glashutte Original Doeumentany Prize

3rd place Panorama‘Audience’Award at the 67th Berlinale

Doha Film Institute Grants Programme

Supporting Emerging Voices
from Around the World

Doha Film Institute nurtures emerging talents through its Grants Programme, which is

open to first- and second-time filmmakers, from around the world as well as established
directors from the MENA region.

Consideration for funding is open to short and feature-length films in development,

production and postproduction, subject to eligibility criteria.

Since 2010, the Doha Film Institute has provided funding to more than 320 filmmakers

across the globe.

For more information on eligibility criteria, our upcoming submission cycle in
July and application requirements, please visit
www.dohafilminstitute.com/financing/grants/guidelines
pUsll drgul duwwdo
DOHA FILM INSTITUTE
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Governor of Beirut Ziad Chbib
Mayor of Beirut Jamal Itani
Chairman of IDAL Nabil Itani

Gabriel Ferneini
Laila Hourani
Chasper Sarrot
Michel Abou Khalil
Hanaa Issa

Khalil Benkirane
Rima Mesmar

Mani Pournaghi
Masoud Amralla Al Ali
Antoine Khalife
Georges Schoucair
Ayesha Chagla
Abdallah Aanan

Leila Sawaya El Khoury
Mahmoud Korek
Antoine Haddad

Elia El Haddad

Alaa Karkouti
Bassem Fayad
Elizabeth Abou Nafeh
Mariam Zoghbi

May Makarem

Lili Gerges

Yara Assi

Renée Awit

Adonis Hakim
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BCP TEAM
Joall Gua

Director
Jad Abi Khalil

Manager
Riham Assi

Fondation Liban Cinema
President
Maya de Freige

Team
Myriam El Hajj
Pamela Nabhan

Guest Relations Manager
Marylyn Ghosn

Assistant Guest Relations Manager
Loulwa Farhat

BCP Consultant

Dora Bouchoucha

(atalogue & poster design
May Ghaibeh
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[ 510 Christophe Lepare  «lylg! agiuuys France

Christophe Leparc has been working in the field of cinema since 1990, especially
in the Créteil International Women's Film Festival and the International Critics’
Week at Cannes Film Festival. He has been occupying the position of the
Directors’ Fortnight General Secretary since 2008 and the director of Cinemed, the
International Mediterranean Film Festival at Montpellier since 2015.
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[0 Danielle Arbid  suspe Jsils Lebanon / France

Danielle Arbid is a filmmaker of Lebanese origin living in France. She has been
making films since 1997. Her fiction films and documentaries were selected
and awarded in many film festivals in France and the rest of the world (Cannes,
Toronto, NY, San Francisco, Locarno, Pusan, Tokyo etc). Among her awards the
Silver Leopard Video and the Golden Leopard at Locarno Film Festival, the Albert
Londres, the Villa Medecis Hors les murs, and the Directors’ Fortnight Prize at
Cannes.

She has directed "Parisienne”, “A Lost Man”, “Beirut Hotel” and “In the Battlefields".
Danielle is also a photographer and an actress.
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[T Knalil Benkirane olpSiy Jula Qatar / Morocco

Khalil Benkirane graduated in Film studies from SFSU. He was appointed from
1998 to 2002 Artistic Director then Executive Director of the San Francisco Arab
Film Festival, Cinemayaat. He directed and produced his first feature documentary,
The White Thread in 2005.

In 2008, he relocated to Qatar where he produced films for Al Jazeera Children
Channel. In early 2011 he joined Doha Film Institute where he heads the Grants
Programme. Khalil is a founding member of The Cinematheque de Tanger.
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[  Alaa Karkouti | igS)s il
ITTXTH  Co-founder and Managing partner
MAD Solutions and Arab Cinema Center
Cairo, Egypt

IEIIERY  alaa.karkouti@mad-solutions.com | www.mad-solutions.com

[  Antoine Khalife| dauls olghil
JTTXTE  Producer, Special Advisor
Art

Egypt
2 EIERS  antoineki@hotmail fr | akhalife@amc-art.com

EXPERTS & GUESTS
Loguillg clpsll

[  Amaud Dommerc| clypogs giyl
ITTXTE  Producer, General Manager
Andolfi

Paris, France
IEIEEY  arnaud@andolfi.fr | www.andolfi.fr

[ BiancaTaal | JU \Sily
ITTETE  Programmer
International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR)
Rotterdam, the Netherlands
IEIEEY  b.taal@iffr.com | www.iffr.com

[FIH Birgit Kohler | ylmgS ué
ITTETE  Co-Director
Arsenal - Institute for Film and Video Art
Berlin, Germany
IEIERY  bik@arsenal-berlin.de | www.arsenal-berlin.de

FETH  Dominique Welinski | Susiskig laisogs
 job title IO
DW
France
IEIEEY  dwelinski@gmail.com

IET  DoraBouchoucha | dsigaigy 553

 job title IO

Nomadis Images

La Marsa, Tunisia

IEIEER  nomadis.images@gmail.com | www.nomadis.net

© Mustapha Azab
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President

Urban Group

Paris, France

frederic@urbangroup.biz | www.urbangroup.hiz

Gabor Greiner | yialye joule

Head of Acquisitions

Film Boutique

Berlin, Germany

gabor@filmshoutique.com | www.filmshoutique.com

Managing Director
[DFA Bertha Fund

Amsterdam, the Netherlands
isabel@idfa.nl | www.idfa.nl/nl

Producer

Le Bureau

Paris, France
gd@lebureaufilms.com

| contacts|

Jessica Khoury | (5)95 Sauua
Sales and Acquisitions

Film Clinic Indie Distribution

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Jessica.khoury@fcidistribution.com

Producer

Abbout Productions

Beirut, Lebanon

contact@abhoutproductions.com | www.abboutproductions.com

| name|
job title|
| contacts|

Producer, Manager

0 Som e a Furia

Lisbon, Portugal

urhano@osomeafuria.com | www.osomeafuria.com

Hania Mroue | ogjo ailm
Director of Metropolis Cinema and MC Distribution

MC Distribution

Beirut, Lebanon

hmroue@metropoliscinema.net | www.metropoliscinema.net

Founder, Producer

Film Clinic

(airo, Egypt

mohefzy@film-clinic.com | www.film-clinic.com

|

Ingrid Lill Hogtun | yicom Jul supsil
Producer

Barentsfilm AS

Norway

ingrid@harentsfilm.no

Producer

Rouge International

Paris, France
nadia@rouge-international.com

Distributor, Sales Agent and Co-producer
mec film
Berlin, Germany

Producer, Manager

Cosmographe Productions

Montpellier, France

nathalie.cosmographe@gmail.com | www.cosmographe.com

‘ BCP-2017 booklet-1.indd 14-15

country

Nathalie Mesuret | $y9j90 Illi
Producer

Blue Monday Productions

Paris, France
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Philippe Coeytaux | gisles wulia

Producer

Akka Films

Geneva, Switzerland
n.coeytaux@akkafilms.ch | www.akkafilms.ch

Rémi Burah | oljg1 04

Deputy managing director, President

ARTE France Cinéma, ARTE Cofinova, ARTE Kino Endowment Fund
[ssy-les-Moulineaux, France

r-burah@artefrance.fr | www.arte.tv/fr

Rima El Mismat jlosso Loy

Executive Director

Arab Fund for Arts and Culture - AFAC

Beirut Lebanon

rima.mismar@arabculturefund.org | www.arabculturefund.org

Sabine Sidawi | s9lswa yalu
Producer

Orjouane Productions

Beirut, Lebanon
orjouaneproductions@gmail.com

Tom Streuber | jug)ish pgl

Producer

Knudsen & Streuber Medienmanufaktur GmbH

Berlin, Germany

ts@knudsenstreuber.com | www.knudsenstreuber.com
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Youssef Shazli | I3Linll Camgy
Managing Director

Zawya Cinema & Distribution
(airo, Egypt
yshazli@mifegypt.com

‘ BCP-2017 booklet-1.indd 16-17

3/9/17 11:06 AM



BCP PROJECTS

sjLiroll

Chopped by Karam Ali

Gle pps o] casdini

For the Laid Souls by Zineb Chafchaouni
glirad cuiyj al3] Sjp

The Dancing Plague by Malek Hosni
o el o3| syl geclb

200 Metgrs by Ameen Nayfeh

aayli guol 21j3) yio 200

A Son by Mehdi Barsaoui

s9lop sago al] gl

Baghdad Perfume by Roua Alazzawi
sliall 5§ 2] alasy e

Farha by Darin J. Sallam

ol .2 gyla olp3] doys

Five Days Grace by Saleh Nass

ouli 2l 23] pysill go Pl duwos
Harvest by Ely Dagher

1> Gl 2l i

Soad by Ayten Amin

ool il 21j5] sl

The Maiden’s Pond by Bassem Breche
o pwl ol5] yugyell @Sy

You will die at twenty by Amjad Abu Alaa
clloll gl 2200 oI5| Gapsianll b Cigaim

Dream Away by Marouan Omara & Johanna Domke

4093 lilgag 6jlac glgpo 2lp5] aueull alall
Panoptic by Rana Eid

auc ljj olys] Panoptic

We are from there by Wissam Tanios
wugilb plug lp] ellis Go §ai
Photocopy by Tamer Ashry

e pobi o] 1959igd

BCP-2017 booklet-1.indd 18-19

DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT | 201! »:5 il |

CHOPPED | i

Director: Karam Ali
karam.f.ali@gmail.com
Country: Palestine
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Producer: Sami Said / Idioms Film
sami@idiomsfilm.com
Country: Palestine

Synopsis

A new crackdown on car theft provokes an
investigation of crime, politics and legality in
today's Palestine.

Director’s Bio:

Karam Ali is a director, editor and a
promotion producer. He produced
promotions and artistic video content for the
Palestinian museum, Goethe Institute and

Al Falastineh TV. After finishing his bachelor
in Cinema Art from the Art Academy, the
Higher Cinema Institute in Egypt. He worked
in few Palestinian productions such as No
Exit, Izrigag and Destination Berlin.

3/9/17 11:06 AM ‘



DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT | o115 . 4ilio |

FOR THE LAID SOULS | Qin

Director: Zineh Chafchaouni
chafchaouniznb@gmail.com
Country: Morocco
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Producer: Merieme Addou / Iris Productions
addoumerieme@yahoo.fr
Country: Morocco

Synopsis

For The Laid Souls traces Zineb uncle's
profile Abdeslam Chefchaouni, a former
political detainee.

Through the portrait of her uncle, she

will revisit a portion of the Moroccan
contemporary history known as Years of
Lead’ a period marked by the repression of
the opposing politician under the reign of
King Hassan Il.

The film will consist of several segments
about the personal history of Zineb's uncle
and her family, a history that is profoundly
marked by major events of the Moroccan
70s-80s political history.

Director’s Bio:

Born in Morocco, Zineb Chefchaouni
graduated from Abdel-Malik Saadi University
with a Master degree in documentary
filmmaking. Since 2009, she has worked

on several projects as a director, editor and
scriptwriter. “For the Laid Souls” is her first
feature length documentary film.

DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT | r:o1-:!! 5 . 2ilio |

THE DANCING PLAGUE | uadpl ugclh

Director: Malek Hosni
malek_hosni@hotmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Producer: Wael Omar / Middle West Films
wael@middlewestfilms.com
Country: Egypt

Synopsis

The Dancing Plague is a voyeuristic
documentary that choreographs Lebanon’s
decadent culture of the night shaped by the
detournement of the physical profanations
that the city endured throughout centuries.
This project explores the effects of these
conspiratorial possibilities of the night

not simply on the state of a nation but on

an individual's state of mind. Following
nightwalkers from different generations, it
takes a flight from what, on the face of it, is
a fairly restricted zone of enquiry, to become
an intensely subterranean evocation of the
strange gearing-together of social change
and the human psyche.

Director’s Bio:

Malek Hosni is a self-thought filmmaker
who covers a variety of scopes including
cinema and documentaries. Born and raised
in Lebanon, he started his career in Egypt in
the midst of the revolution with Middle West
Films, a production company involved in the
independent filmmaking scene in Cairo. After
returning to Lebanon, Hosni collaborated
with a wide range of companies. In
September he produced a medium length
film and he is currently directing his first
feature documentary.
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200 METERS | sio F--

Director: Ameen Nayfeh
ameen.nayfeh@gmail.com
Country: Palestine
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Producer: May Odeh / Odeh Films
may.odeh@gmail.com
Country: Palestine

\ N

v 200 Meters
U el ) S
Afilm by A_‘Teen Nayfeh

Po-]

Synopsis

A Palestinian trapped on the other side of the
wall tries to reach the hospital for his son.

A distance of 200 meters becomes a 200
kilometers journey,

Director’s Bio:

Ameen Nayfeh was born in Palestine

in 1988. Despite an early interest in
filmmaking, he first earned his B.S. in
Nursing in 2010. Two years later, he
graduated with an MFA from the Red Sea
Institute of Cinematic Arts in Jordan with
the goal of telling authentic stories from his
region.

He wrote, produced and directed award
winning short films, and has been
freelancing for film and TV production for the
past 3 years.

pohill sid g,

ASON | ol

Director: Mehdi Barsaoui
mehdi.barsaoui@yahoo.fr
Country: Tunisia
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Producer: Habih Attia / Cinetelefilms
mh.attia@cinetelefilms.net
Country: Tunisia

Synopsis

Tunisia, Summer 2011. A modern and happy
family from a privileged background sees
her car ambushed by an armed group. It
doesn't take long for some buried truths to
resurface.

Director’s Bio:

Mehdi is a graduate of the Higher Institute
of Multimedia Arts in Tunis. He also has a
University Degree from DAMS in Bologna,
Italy. He directed three short-features,
selected and multi-awarded in many
international film festivals. He is currently
developing his first feature film project titled
A Son

3/9/17 11:06 AM ‘
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BAGHDAD PERFUME | slsy yhac

Director: Roua Alazzawi
roua_nazar@hotmail.com
Country: Iraq
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Producer: Alaa Alasad / Creative Media Solutions
alaa@integracast.net
Country: Jordan

Synopsis

Iter, a young Iragi wife and mother, lives

an idyllic life in Baghdad with her beloved
husband Rauf and their young son Ahmed.
Rauf works tirelessly to shield Iter from the
increased sectarian violence around. But as
the occupation becomes more oppressive,
and water and electricity begin to run out,
kidnapping, illness, and the increasing
danger of staying in Baghdad becomes too
much, Iter will be left on her own forced to
face reality in order to keep her child safe.
It's the story of every Iragi woman.

Director’s Bio:

Roua Alazzawi is an Iraqi writer, director and
editor. She has five years of professional
experience in writing TV series and shows,
short films and feature films. She directed four
short films; one of them was selected at the
“Project Market Amman 2015" of the Robert
Bosch Stiftung. Her feature film "Baghdad
Perfume” was selected at "Rawi/Sundance
Screenwriters’ Lab” and “Med Film Factory”.
Her film “The Last Hour” was screened on BBC
Arabic channel and selected at 16 festivals
winning many awards. Roua got a fellowship at
Leeds Beckett University in UK where she does
training in directing and writing.

pohill sid g,

FARHA | daja

Director: Darin J. Sallam
darin.sallam@gmail.com
darin.sallam@talebox.org
Country: Jordan
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Producer: Deema Azar / TaleBox
deema.azar@gmail.com
deema.azar@talebox.org
Country: Jordan
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Based ona True tory

Afeature namative film by,
DarifJ. Sallam

Synopsis

Based on a true story, the film revolves
around a 12 year old Palestinian girl, Farha,
whose father locks her up on the eve of the
formation of the state of Israel in May 1948
for the sake of protecting their family's
honor. Farha is separated from her family in
the chaos that ensues and is confined to a
small hidden dark room, waiting for them to
come back and let her out...

Director’s Bio:

Jordanian director and writer Darin J.
Sallam holds an MFA in Cinematic Arts from
the Red Sea Institute for Cinematic Arts
(RSICA). To her credit are five award winning
short films including "Still Alive" and "The
Dark Outside". Her latest short fiction film
"The Parrot”, a joint writing/directing project,
received the 2015 Film Prize of the Robert
Bosch Stiftung.

She is currently working on her debut
feature narrative film project entitled
“Farha”. The project is the recipient of

the ART Award (presented at the 2016

Dubai Film Connection) and of the Emirati
Ministry of Interior Award for Best Societal
Screenplay (presented at the 2016 DIFF).
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FIVE DAYS GRACE | paeill go plil dusas

Director: Saleh Nass
saleh@elementshh.com

Country: Bahrain
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Producer: Paul Baboudjian / Tharwa Productions
paul@tharwaproductions.com
Country: Lebanon

Paul Baboudjian Prssents

FIVE DAYS GRACE

A Film By Saleh Nass

Synopsis

Alaa, a Syrian refugee stuck in Beirut has
only 5 days to fix his application for Europe
- or stay and live a life as an illegal in Beirut,
with the ever present risk of immediate
deportation back to a war zone. With no
stable job opportunities, a dwindling cash
supply and a few questionable friendships,
will young Alaa do anything to leave a city
that has taken more Syrian refugees than
any other?

Director’s Bio:

One of the most promising talents to come
out of the Gulf, Five Days Grace is Saleh's
debut feature film as writer/director. A
graduate of Television Production from
Bournemouth Media School and current MA
in Film from Raindance in the UK, his award-
winning shorts Game, Central Market and
PickUp were official selections at over 50
festivals worldwide.
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HARVEST |

Director: Ely Dagher / BeaverAndBeaver
ely@beaverandbeaver.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

In the middle of the night a young woman
makes her way back to her parents’ house

in Beirut. Having been abroad and out of
touch for a while, Jana seems to be leaving

a bad experience behind and taking refuge.
Haunting pressures to fit back into the family
dynamics as well as revealing details of her
life abroad weigh heavy on her.

Feeling cornered, her fears and anxieties
resurface leading her to reconnect and find
herself with another part of her Beirut life
that she had forsaken. A life that is for her as
familiar and foreign now as it ever was.

Director’s Bio:

Filmmaker and artist Ely Dagher was born
and raised in Beirut. He graduated with an
MA in Contemporary Art Studies and new
media from Goldsmiths College in London.
He has been working and mixing different
practices on various projects in the arts
world. The director’s work is diverse and he
works across different mediums.

In 2011 Ely founded BeaverAndBeaver to
tackle different moving images projects
from videos to animations. Ely’'s latest short
film "Waves ‘98" was awarded the short film
Palme D'Or at the 68th Cannes Film Festival.
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SOAD | sleuu

Director: Ayten Amin
aytenaminl7@gmail.com Studios
Country: Egypt

Country: Egypt
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Producer: Mark Lotfy / Fig leaf

mark@figleafstudios.comv

Producer: Dora Bouchoucha /
Nomadis Images Country: Tunisia
Co-Producer: Mohamed / Film
Clinic Country: Egypt

Synopsis

Obsessed by her increasing self awareness,
Soad who comes from a conservative family
and leads a secret life on Facebook takes
her own life after an incident with one of
her girlfriends leaving everyone in a state of
shock.

In the aftermath of her suicide, Soad's
younger sister goes to a journey in search
for answers.

Director’s Bio:

Ayten Amin was born in Alexandria, Egypt.
She studied Film Criticism in the Cinema
Writers' and Critics’ Association (2001) and
cinema independently in Art Lab in the
American University in Cairo (2004-2006).
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THE MAIDEN’S POND | uugsell dsp

Directo: Bassem Breche
bbreish@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Productions

Country: Lebanon
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Producer: Jana Wehbe / The Attic

jana@theatticproductions.com

Co-producer: Roman Roitman /
Monokel

roman@monokel.de

(ountry: German

Synopsis

“The Maiden's Pond” tells the story of two
women trying to maintain and negotiate their
lives with and against each other. Salma
survived the difficulties of her past by letting
go of any attachments, including those to

her daughter. But the past did not let go of
Salma, and has returned her daughter to her
- defeated, divorced and pregnant.

Director’s Bio:

Bassem Breche is an Emmy Award-winning
scriptwriter. He began his career as an actor
in Lebanon and the UK, appearing in John
Furse's ‘Blind Flight' (2003) and Antonia
Bird's ‘The Hamburg Cell’ (2004). His first
short film, ‘Both’ (2007), was selected for
the Critics’ Week at the Festival de Cannes.
From 2009 through 2011, Breche worked
on the Emmy Award-winning web-drama
‘Shankaboot’ as Lead Writer and Online
Content Producer. He also worked as a
scriptwriter on the award-winning web
series ‘Fasateen’. In 2013, Breche won the
Robert Bosch Foundation Prize at the Berlin
International Film Festival for his short film
‘Free Range' (2014). He is the director of the
screenwriters’ collective Scenario Beirut.
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Director: Amjad Abu Alaa
amjad.film@gmail.com
Country: Sudan
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Producer: Hossam Elouan
hossamelouan@gmail.com
Country: Egypt

Synopsis

In a Sudanese village, a mother gives birth to
a boy: Muzamil, who comes with a prophecy
that he is going to die at the age of twenty!
Muzamel grows surrounded by looks of
sympathy that make him feel dead before
his time, until Sulaiman, a cinematographer
who has worked in the city, returns to the
village. Suliman’s old cinema projector
opens a window to a whole new world to
Muzamil.

Director’s Bio:

Sudanese filmmaker, born in UAE. Studied
media at UAE University, worked as a film
and documentary director. As a producer
and director, he made several short films
screened at many film festivals, films like
“Slump on Cannes roads”, “Teena", “Feathers
of the Birds” considered as a return for the
cinema in Sudan in 2005. His last short
“Studio”, mentored and supervised by Iranian
director Abbas Kiarostami, was screened

in 13 festivals and won jury Award in Luxor
African Festival. Amjad received the Best
Arabic Theater Script award from the Arab
Authority for his play "Apple Pies”. Now he's
the Head of Programming Committee in
Sudan Independent Film Festival.
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DREAM AWAY | ssell plall

Director: Marouan Omara & Johanna Domke
marouanomara@hotmail.com
mail@johannadomke.net

Country: Egypt
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Producers: Mark Lotfy / Figleaf Studio

Roman Roitman / Monokel
mark@figleafstudios.com | roman@monokel.de
Country: Egypt, Germany

Synopsis

Representing freedom and easy cash, Sharm
El Sheikh has long been a dream destination
for Egyptian youth. Recently, terror attacks
have brought tourism in the resort town to a
halt. ' Dream Away'’ follows a group of young
employees, where clichés and stereotypes
of Western and Oriental cultures clash. This
carousel-like experience elevates the youths
into a dreamlike state; they lead double
lives, their families unaware of the sinful
temptations of the town. Still, they are torn
in the face of the prevailing Western culture:
for some the liberal values represent long-
dreamt-of independence, while for others it
is simply not enjoyable.

Director’s Bio:

Marouan Omara is a documentary
filmmaker. His works have a dreamlike
notion, overlapping fiction and reality

by its direct respond to the surrounding

and closeness to everyday experiences

with constantly moving on the boundary
between documentary and art film forms.
Omara has shown his work at festivals

such as Berlinale, IFF Rotterdam, Yamagata
IDFF, Jihlava IDFF, DokLeipzig. His work is
distributed by Arsenal Institut Fur Film und
Videokunst e.v. Berlin, Germany.
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PANOPTIC |

Director: Rana Eid / DB Studios
Beirut

rana@db-studios.net

Country: Lebanon
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Producer: Myriam Sassine / ABBOUT Productions
myriam@abboutproductions.com
Country: Lebanon

Synopsis

“Panoptic” is the memoir of Rana Eid, an
ordinary Lebanese citizen attempting to
reconcile with her country’'s turbulent past.
The film explores the duality of Lebanon as a
nation thriving for modernity while ironically
ignoring the vices that obstruct achieving the
status of a modern nation.

Director’s Bio:

Rana Eid was born in 1976 in Beirut. Rana
received her BA in Cinema in 1999 and

her MA in Film Sound in 2002 both from
Université Saint Joseph, IESAV. In 2002 Rana
traveled to Paris, France where she trained
for a year in Sound Editing. Rana has been
working as a sound editor since 2003, having
gained the reputation as one of the Lebanese
film industry’s most acclaimed practitioners.
She has worked with some of the most
acclaimed Arab directors and producers. In
2006 Rana opened db STUDIOS for audio
post production. Rana currently lives and
works in Beirut, Lebanon where she teaches
sound for film at Université Saint Esprit de
Kaslik (USEK).
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WE ARE FROM THERE | “la yo gai

Producer: Christian Eid / ABBOUT Productions
christian@abboutproductions.com
Country: Lebanon

Director: Wissam Tanios
wissam.tanios@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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PHOTOCOPY | 9Sgiga

Director/Producer: Tamer Ashry
tamer.ashry@hotmail.com
Country: Egypt
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Producer: Safei EIDin Mahmoud / Red Star for
Production & Distribution
info@redstarfilms.net

Country: Egypt

Synopsis

Mahmoud's life is a ‘photocopy’ of millions

of others. He worked as a data-entry typist,
never married, he lives a traditional life.
When he settles for early retirement, he buys
a nearby storefront and sets up: "Mahmoud’s
photocopy.” He makes photocopies and

types up documents. One day, a student asks
him to type up a report on the extinction of
dinosaurs. Mahmoud can't help but begin to
see some strange parallels with the state

of his life. Driven by a desire to change the
depressing reality of his own lifestyle, he
starts a journey that leads him to revolt
against his life.

Director’s Bio:

Tamer Ashry is a director, producer, script-
writer and cinematographer. He is the
founder and CEO of BEE Media Production.
He is passionate about creating media that
has a social impact. His work has been
screened at numerous International film
festivals addressing issues such as sexual
harassment, state violence “In the Morgue”,
daily life in Palestine “Pictures of Gaza", and
the critically-acclaimed “Trials of Spring”
documenting women's fight for peace.
Photocopy is his first feature film.
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The DNA of Love by Hafez Ali Ali
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THE DNA OF LOVE | ol cilia

Director: Hafiz Ali Ali / Star Pearl
Production

film202@gmail.com

Country: Qatar
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Synopsis

After the death of his Qatari wife, a retired
engineer visits the United States to find

his estranged daughter, while the same
daughter travels to Doha to find answers to
her late mother’s past.

Director’s Bio:

Hafiz Ali Ali is an established Qatari film
director with extensive experience in the
arts. Hafiz graduated from Cal Arts in 1999
and from Chapman University in 2005 with
an MFA in Film Directing. He directed several
films and documentaries films for Qatar

TV and Al Jazeera Children's Channel. His
films won several awards including ‘Cab
Driver' (2004), ‘The Oryx Return’ (2007) and
‘Scents and Shadows' (2010). Hafiz directed
his first feature ‘Gharangao’ in 2008 and he
is developing a feature animated film ‘The
Search for the Star Pearl’ and the feature
narrative film ‘'The DNA of Love’ with the
support from DFI.
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Director: Meriem Mesraoua
mesr.meriem@yahoo.fr
Country: Qatar
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Producer: Francois d’Artemare / Les Films de
PApres-Midi

fartemare@films-am.com

Country: France

Synopsis

Determined to secure her status as a wife,
Salima enlists a secondary spouse for her
husband - only to find she has jeopardized
her position.

Director’s Bio:

Meriem Mesraoua was born in Doha and
raised in France. She returned to Qatar
while in high school, and earned a BSc

with Honours in Media Industries and
Technologies from Northwestern University
in Qatar. Mesraoua explored various facets
of the film industry through internships

with Miramax and NYWIFT, among others,
and as a production trainee on Michael
Winterbottom'’s award-winning film ‘Trishna’
in 2011. She received a Qatari Film Fund
grant from the Doha Film Institute in 2015
for her short film ‘Our Time Is Running

Out, with which she participated in the

first edition of Qumra. Mesraoua is now
developing her first feature-length project,
‘The Other Wife, which she developed during
the 2016 Hezayah Screenwriting Lab in
partnership with TorinoFilmLab.
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WITH THE SUPPORT OF

Municipalité de Beyrouth
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The award of the “Best Arab Feature Film Project” will be presented
in association and with the support of Beirut Municipality
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December 6- 1 3_ 201 7 L'Organisation internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) est une institution fondée sur le
partage d'une langue, le francais, et de valeurs communes. Elle rassemble 84 Etats et
gouvernements dont 58 membres et 26 observateurs. Le Rapport sur la langue francaise
dans le monde 2014 établit a 274 millions le nombre de locuteurs de frangais.

Présente sur les cing continents, 'OIF méne des actions politiques et de coopération dans
les domaines prioritaires suivants : la langue francaise et la diversité culturelle et
linguistique ; la paix, la démocratie et les droits de 'Homme ; I'éducation et la formation ; le
développement durable et la solidarité. Dans 'ensemble de ses actions, 'OIF accorde une
attention particuliére aux jeunes et aux femmes ainsi qu'a l'acces aux technologies de
Finformation et de la communication.

La Secrétaire générale conduit I'action politique de la Francophonie, dont elle est la porte-
parole et la représentante officielle au niveau international. Mme Michaélle Jean est la
Secrétaire générale de la Francophonie depuis janvier 2015.

Dans le domaine de la culture, I'OIF soutient les artistes et professionnels ainsi que les
+70 INTERNATIONAL & politiques de ses Etats membres, afin de favoriser la professionnalisation des différentes

REG/ONAL SPEAKERS filieres et garantir la diversité des expressions culturelles.

L’OIF a une longue histoire d’appui aux cinémas francophones du Sud, notamment via son
Fonds image, créé en 1988, qui a généré depuis des centaines de productions
+ 17400 FORUM cinématographiques et télévisuelles ; ainsi qu’'a travers sa plateforme en ligne d’'information :

ATTENDEES www.imagesfrancophones.org.

+200 PROJECTS
S UPPO RTED 58 Etats et gouvernements membres et associés

Albanie ¢ Principauté d’Andorre * Arménie * Royaume de Belgique * Bénin ¢ Bulgarie ¢ Burkina Faso ¢ Burundi ¢
Cabo Verde « Cambodge ¢ Cameroun * Canada ¢ Canada-Nouveau-Brunswick « Canada-Québec ¢ République

centrafricaine ¢ Chypre » Comores ¢ Congo ¢ République démocratique du Congo * Cote d’lvoire * Djibouti *
+2’200 MARKET Dominique * Egypte ¢ Ex-République yougoslave de Macédoine ¢ France * Gabon ¢ Ghana * Grece * Guinée
SCREENINGS Guinée-Bissau * Guinée équatoriale * Haiti ® Laos * Liban * Luxembourg * Madagascar ¢ Mali « Maroc ¢ Maurice ¢

Mauritanie * Moldavie * Principauté de Monaco ¢ Niger * Nouvelle-Calédonie * Qatar * Roumanie * Rwanda
Sainte-Lucie * Sao Tomé-et-Principe ¢ Sénégal ¢ Seychelles ¢ Suisse * Tchad ¢ Togo * Tunisie * Vanuatu ¢
Vietnam ¢ Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles

26 observateurs
Argentine ¢ Autriche * Bosnie-Herzégovine » Canada-Ontario * Costa Rica » République de Corée ¢ Croatie
République dominicaine * Emirats arabes unis ¢ Estonie * Géorgie * Hongrie * Kosovo ¢ Lettonie ¢ Lituanie ¢

Mexique * Monténégro  Mozambique ¢ Pologne ¢ Serbie * Slovaquie ¢ Slovénie * République tchéque » Thailande
¢ Ukraine * Uruguay

ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

.re . .re 9 .re . 19-21, avenue Bosquet, 75007 Paris France
N dubaifilmfest.ae @ Bl B dubaifilmfestival W dubaifilm # diff17 Tél. - 433 (0)1 44 37 33 00
www.francophonie.org
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Liberté o Egalité o Fraternité

FRANCAIS

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE T

Ambassade de France au Liban

bridges across cultural
boundaries.
- We trust in the power
IR of the arts.

Goethe-Institut

www.goethe.de/lebanon
info@beirut.goethe.org
www.facebook.com/Goethe.Institut.Libanon
-~ +9611570125
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ONLINE FILM PLATFORM

CRITICS

Offab (rinema

MEDIA PARTNER DIGITAL PARTNER

PARTNERS

Eﬂ )A;Wwﬂ\«,eﬂw\

!ﬂ TMAGINARY

FILMCLUNIC The ROYAL wa  Commssion FILMS
N ’ MVII @ slasal] g ]
{\7 % OOOOOOOOO S S L
T G

Pu ])
—omaa of =

- TRIPOLI f!h’u‘uNFESTIVAL d s
O!iEJl %%?L Robert Bosch Stiftung M @ F] FOG

ZAT SalamPROD

&Y mmK
i hoeloles L)

MAFF o

el

arab.
_film Sygan
festival Factory

f/ArabCinemaCenter Y /ArabCinemaCntr /Arabcinemacenter

ACC.film Arabcinemacenter.com

BCP-2017 booklet-1.indd  46-47

10 years of enabling independent cinematic expressions
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Submif,yeur documentary
film projeets now!
Deadline: Maynist, 2017
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AFAC ¥Lal

arabculturefund.org

The Arab Fund for Arts and Culture — AFAC -
is an independent regional initiative that
offers financial and professional support to
emerging and established artists from the
Arab region and to cultural institutions. AFAC
gives grants for Film, Literature, Performing
Arts, Visual Arts, Music, Photography, and
Research/Training/Regional Events. Since its
establishment in 2007, AFAC has supported
more than 900 projects with an annual budget
of USD 2.5 million for an average of 130
projects per year. Additionally, AFAC actively
cultivates philanthropy for the arts and
culture in the Arab region and beyond,
attracting individual, institutional and
corporate donors.
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THE FIRST AND ONLY DOLBY 7.1 Theater7
CERTIFIED STUDIO IN THE MIDDLE EAST. : < - >
The only DCI compliant 2K grading theater in the Middle East
Audio and music production | Recording | Designed for films and commercials
Editing | Mixing | Mastering | Archiving and
restoration | Publishing and distribution |
Surround mixing Dolby 5.1 | 7.1
For features, documentaries, trailers, clips and
= commercials.

Voice o?t M| I !|6 091 | info@360medialb.com | www.360medialb.com

ebanon building | |1 th floor | Beirut Lebanon

media
[ ] mEDIA

mDOLBY Digital Branding Agancy

Approved Studio \\

Social media management and |
advertising | VWeb/App design and
development | Digital branding
and strategy | Search engine |

optimization (SEO)

'.&:‘ the postoffice

the postoffice | Abraj Center | Beirut | Lebanon | +961 1291892
f B posto@thepostoffice.com.lb | www.thepostoffice.com.lb DI | VEX | 3D | Editorial | Sound
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The Arab Film Institute is the place where Arab Films’ past,
present and future is discussed, imagined, celebrated by those
who make Arab Cinema.

The Arab Film Institute

is an arab non-profit cultural
association based in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates.

THE INSTITUTE IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE,
INSPIRE, PRESERVE, EDUCATE, SUPPORT,
INFLUENCE AND ENGAGE ARAB FILM
PROFESSIONALS UNDER ONE ROOF.

ARAB FILM
® INSTITUTE

S el @liall

www.arabfilm-institute.org
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| THIS EVENT IS |
-

Underthe patronage of ~ &8 L&A &y(39  duleycuni
Ministere de la Culture

eshaii ;o Organized by

beirut DC ‘

LIBAN CINEMA

go el In partnership with o ey With the support of
Www.beirutdc.org . \adiia /

www.fondationlibancinema.org lDAL

INVEST IN LEBANON
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DIDoLBY ORGANIZED BY MAD SOLUTIONS
‘Approved Studio
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@ unique emotional experience more than just a color






