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ABOUT BCP

The 7th edition of Beirut Cinema Platform continues
online. Although the pandemic has settled, the
political and social challenges we face in Lebanon
and the region are increasing at a fast rate.
We learned the hard way that tomorrow is not
promised; therefore, we commit more than ever to
our peers and fellow filmmakers in the Arab region,
for despite all restrictions, our stories must be told,
and we must stick together to tell them.

12 projects were selected in this edition - fiction
and documentary, in development and in post-
production, in addition to 2 projects chosen in the
framework of our collaboration with “Studio Seen”.

With our partners "RAWIYAT — Sisters in Film” and
“Film Independent's GMM" program, the filmmakers
will receive tailormade guidance to support them
getting closer to completing their films. Over two
weeks, consultations and masterclasses will be
tailored to the participants’ needs in all fields,
from scriptwriting to production, directing, sound,
editing, impact distribution, funding, and marketing,
followed by three days of intensive meetings with
more than 60 international film professionals.

This year's participants are from Egypt, Irag,
Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, and
Tunisia, portraying their societies in the light of their
personal quests and destinies. The projects show a
solid will to start over, to take another shot at life.

Many narratives address the role of Arts in
nurturing the soul and giving purpose to one's
life; the 70-year-old cinephile who wants to make
his first feature, the housewife who discovers the
magical world of cinema, and the patients of the
psychiatric ward who are putting together a play.
Artis portrayed as cathartic and necessary to move
forward. We at Beirut DC, firmly believe that arts,
culture, and cinema contribute to making the world
a better place.
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SPECIAL THANKS

Arzé Khodr

Alessia Acone
Antoine Khalife
Antoine Hervé
Afnan Sarraj

Isabel Arrate Fernandez
Jad Abi Khalil
Danielle Davie
Rana Eid

Riham Jalloul
Zeina Kiwan
Stéphano Mendelek
Simon Soueid
Cynthia Choucair
Abla Khoury

Ali Najjar

Omar El Kadi
Louay Khraish
Laurien Ten Houten
Matthieu Darras
Maria Bozzi
Myriam El Hajj
Joost Daamen

Will Holt

Yara Abi Nader

And to all the experts and guests, and
everyone who has contributed to the success

of this edition
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BCP TEAM

Project Manager
Myriam Sassine

Project Coordinators
Maya Massaad
Bruna Haddad

Communication Manager
Lina Sahab

Community Manager
Thimar El Dahr

Technical Manager
Badih Massaad

Graphic Design
May Ghaibeh

With the help and support from

Jessica Khoury
Riham Assi
Farah Fayed
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Sarah Pennacchi is a producer based in Trieste, Italy. From a background of
international asset management in Milan and in London, Sarah co-founded
TICO Film in 2005 and produced around 10 films, mostly docs. Alumni of EAVE
Producer's Workshop (2019) and EAVE Marketing Workshop (2020).
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[ Céline Dornier )93 galyw France

Céline joined Logical Pictures, in 2016 where she worked on projects like
THE INNOCENTS by Eskil Vogt (Cannes Un Certain Regard 2021), PLEASURE
by Ninja Thyberg (Sundance 2021) and TCHAIKOVSKY'S WIFE by Kirill
Serebrennikov (Cannes Competition 2022).

Through “Logical Pictures,” Céline supports first-time directors, helping them
evolve professionally working with companies, including French distribution
“The Jokers Films”, commercials production “Loveboat” and international
sales “Pulsar Content”.
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[ /1] Wissam Charaf w6pis plug Lebanon

Wissam Charaf is a Lebanese and French filmmaker. He has directed 2 feature
films, “Tombé du ciel” that premiered in Cannes Festival (ACID) in 2016 and
“Dirty Difficult Dangerous” that premiered in Venice (Giornate Degli Autori)
in 2022. He has also directed 7 short films that participated in numerous
festivals worldwide. Among them are “Hizz ya Wizz", “Aprés” and “Souvenir
Inoubliable D'un Ami” that was selected for the César awards in 2017.
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Ayman El
Amir
Jy;)’l U,c.\l

Ayman El Amir is an Egyptian script consultant and film producer.
He has worked as a script consultant for many programs, labs and
institutes including TorinoFilmLab, Doha Film Institute, Cannes’ Short
Film Corner, Marrakech Atlas Workshops and Full Circle Lab. He has
worked in many selection and jury panels, including Sheffield Doc/
Fest Meet Market 2021, Carthage Producers’ Network 2020 and Cairo
Film Connection 2022. He consults privately on films and leads several
script development workshops.
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Eliane
Raheb
ol oWl

Eliane Raheb is a Lebanese director. She directed several award-
winning short films and documentaries. Her main achievements include
the documentary titles "Sleepless Nights" (ranked 5th in the Sight and
Sound magazine's classification for the best documentaries of 2013)
and "Those Who Remain”, a feature documentary that has participated
in more than 60 film festivals and won the Etoile de la Scam prestigious
award. Her third feature documentary "Miguel's War" premiered at the
Berlinale Panorama in 2021 and won the Teddy award for the best
feature film.
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Ann
Kaneko
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Ann Kaneko is known for her personal films that embrace the intricacies
of political reality. An Emmy Award winner, credits include her poetic
feature, Manzanar, Diverted: When Water Becomes Dust, about water in
California, which broadcast nationally on PBS' POV; A Flicker in Eternity;
Against the Grain: An Artist's Survival Guide to Pert and Overstay. She
has been a Fulbright, Japan Foundation and Film Independent Doc Lab
fellow, and teaches media studies at Pitzer College.
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Antoine
Waked
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Antoine Waked is the development executive at Abbout Productions, the
director of the cinema section at Alba University and the co-founder and
artistic director of Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival and the Maskoon
Fantastic Lab. Other activities include script consultations, mentorship
in various screenwriting labs and essays and lectures on Arab genre
cinema. He also co-directed the award-winning documentary A Certain
Nasser about the life of pioneer Lebanese filmmaker Georges Nasser.
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Bassel
Ghandour

29xg Juols

After graduating from the School of Cinematic Arts at The University of
Southern California, Bassel wrote and produced the 0SCAR nominated
and BAFTA winning film Theeb. His directorial debut, The Alleys,
premiered at the Piazza Grande of the Locarno Film Festival before
going on to play at the BFI London and Rotterdam Film Festivals. Bassel
is in post-production with Chasing Dreams, a six-part sports docu-
series he directed over 4 years. It follows Syrian footballers who turn
professional in Brazil after being scouted from The Zaatari Refugee
Camp. Before the above-the-line positions Bassel worked as a crew

member in various departments on features, shorts and commercials.
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Ruth
Atkinson

OSSOy

Ruth Atkinson is a Los Angeles-based story editor and script consultant
with more than 25 years of experience in the film/television business.
Ruth has consulted on many award-winning feature and short films
distributed around the world. She is also a screenwriting mentor/
advisor for Film Independent's Project Involve, Global Media Makers,
and Screenwriters and Directors Labs as well as the facilitator and
mentor for the Whistler Film Festival Screenwriters Lab held annually
in British Columbia, Canada..
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Sally Rubin
Oon9) Jle

Sally Rubin is an Emmy-nominated documentary filmmaker and
professor. Her past work includes directorial credits such as Mama
has a Mustache, Hillbilly,The Last Mountain, and Deep Down, which
have streamed on Hulu, Netflix, Independent Lens, Al Jazeera, and
PBS. She has worked on films that have aired on Frontline, HBO, and
the Sundance Channel. A graduate of Stanford, Rubin is a proudly out,
queer professor at Chapman University.
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Ali Cherri
S e

Ali Cherri (b. 1976, Lebanon) is a filmmaker and visual artist based
in Paris. He was the 2021 Artist in Residence at the National Gallery,
London, which resulted in the exhibition “If you prick us, do we not
bleed?”. He is the winner of the Silver Lion Award for in the 2022 edition
of the Venice Biennale. His first feature film, The Dam, premiered at the
Directors' Fortnight in Cannes in 2022.
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Myriam el Hajj is a Lebanese filmmaker and actress. Her first
documentary film, Tréve (A Time to Rest) premiered at Visions du
Réel-Nyon, before touring in many international festivals where it won
several awards including the Prix Découverte Audiovisuelle de la SCAM.
Myriam teaches cinema at the Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts (ALBA)
and is a member of several film commissions such as the CNC,
Eurimages, DFI and the Fonds Image de la Francophonie.
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Rana Eid
e Ly

Rana Eid graduated with a BA in Cinema and a MA in Film Sound. She
worked as sound editor with acclaimed Lebanese filmmakers such
as Joanna Hadjithomas, Khalil Joreige, Ghassan Salhab, Mohammad
Soueid, among others. In 2006, Eid co-founded DB STUDIQOS for audio
post production. Since, she has worked on regional and international
films and teamed up with established filmmakers and emerging talents.
In 2019, she worked on two Oscars Nominees films, “The Cave” by Firas
Fayyad, and "Honeyland” by Tamara Kotevska and Ljubomir Stephanov.
In 2017, Rana directed her first Feature Documentary “Panoptic”, which
premiered in Locarno Film Festival. Eid has been a member of the
“Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Science”, since 2020.
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Cynthia
Zaven

Cynthia Zaven is a composer, pianist and artist based in Beirut. She
has written music for theater, dance, and original scores for films
since 1993. The award-winning works have been screened at festivals
worldwide including the Cannes, Locarno and Toronto film festivals.
Her music has been published by the Berlin based label, Staalplaat.
She is currently a professor of classical piano at the Higher National
Conservatory of Music in Beirut.
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Elhum
Shakerifar

S elgll

Elhum Shakerifar is a BAFTA-nominated producer, curator & writer
working through London-based company Hakawati. Credits include
A Syrian Love Story (2015, Sean McAllister), Of Love & Law (2017,
Hikaru Toda), & Ayouni (2020, Yasmin Fedda). Elhum was MENA/Iran
programme advisor for London Film Festival (2014-2021) and has
curated for Shubbak, Barbican & Birds-Eye-View. Elhum was recipient
of a 2016 BFI Vision Award, & 2017 Women in Film & TV Factual Award.
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Palmyre
Badinier
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Palmyre started producing films from Ramallah, then Paris. Over
the past 16 years, she has supported the emergence of several Arab
filmmakers, among them Raed Andoni and Erige Sehiri, and has
developed a special interest in hybrid forms and approaches. Since
2018, she is established in Geneva, where she joined the leading
Swiss company Rita Productions in 2022. In parallel, Palmyre provides
consultancies for several institutions (Eurodoc, Rawiyat, Head-Geneva,
& more).
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Jessica

Jessica Khoury is an established distributor specializing in independent
world cinema. She is the acquisition and sales executive of Abu-Dhabi
based distribution company, Film Clinic Indie Distribution. Prior to her
work in Film Clinic, she worked for Pacha Pictures in Paris then came
back to Beirut and worked for MC Distribution, for three years. She
worked for Abbout Productions for 3 years as production supervisor.
Khoury is an Alumni of 2019 EAVE Producers Workshop and a GMM
2022 Fellow.

Bpaall 09 dai el duollell Lol § diaasiie oMdl deige (69— Kaume
a5lorudl @igdl @S & NI @ igi Bga> e Slgmidly Olamol) dyiail
Ll a5 § els (L8 (5)9= dac Film Clinic Indie Distribution ¢« g ol $
MC Distribution &U}Jl 4S5 @ Closg u_g_,«_\ dlosle o5 Gu)l @ S
oo k§)9> CLul dgj\u.AS u\y_w 3600l bg_}l d_ijw 3 LS U\SA_AAJ NS B0 «
.GMM 2022 dJjg EAVE Producers Workshop 2019 d_i)9 (=0,

2sjaig ilawo | SALES & DISTRIBUTION | O

Gabor
Greiner
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After his studies of Cultural Management in Vienna, Birmingham and
Chicago, Gabor GREINER worked as a journalist and film critic. In
2003, he moved to Brussels to take charge of the distribution support
department of the MEDIA Program at the European Commission's Film
Fund. In 2009, Gabor became acquisitions executive at the international
sales agent, The Match Factory. In August 2010, Gabor moved to Berlin
to take over acquisitions of the French-German sales company, Films
Boutique, winner of the Golden Bear in 2017 and 2020 and the Golden
Lion in 2011 and 2016. Gabor is a member of the European Film
Academy.
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BCP PROJECTS_IN DEVELOPMENT
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My Mother and | by Dilpak Majeed
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Madness and Honey Days by Ahmed Yassin Al-Daradji
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A Taste of Paradise by Cynthia Sawma
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Flying like a bird by EL Mahdi Lyoubi

SHH U 2J92 2l5] Cigp Gy
So the Lovers Could Come Out Again by Georges Peter Barbari
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Darwin in Taif by Maha Al-Saati
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Azizi Sayed Tarkovsky by Firas Khoury
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All that the Wind Can Carry by Maged Nader
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Director: Dilpak Majeed
dilpakzeravan@gmail.com
Iraq

Producer: Marwa Tammam
Patchwork Productions
marwa.m.tammam@gmail.com
Egypt
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Synopsis

Hure (70 years old) lives with her mother, Sham (95
years old), in solitude in a house near Dohuk, Irag.
They live with the forty sheep that they have been
raising since 1950. Hure considers them like her
children. Sham gets sick, and Hure becomes under
pressure to sell the sheep. With Sham's illness, the
fear of losing the sheep, and time passing by them,
past wounds get revealed.

About the Director

Dilpak Majeed born in Duhok, Irag, in 1994,
completed her studies at the University of Duhok
in chemistry. She worked as a journalist, director,
camera, and an editor. As well as working with
journalis websites focusing on Yazidi cases and
as a costume designer. She participated in several
filmmaking workshops. Majeed wrote and directed
"Gado", a short movie.

About the Producer

Marwa Tammam is an Egyptian Producer
and Filmmaker who pursued her passion for
filmmaking after she had graduated from the
Faculty of Pharmacy and completed an MBA
in marketing. In 2017 she founded Patchwork
Productions, a Cairo-based film production
Company. She produced and co-produced several
short films.



MADNESS AND HONEY DAYS
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Director: Ahmed Yassin Al-Daradji
info@purattufilmcenter.com
Iraq

Producer: Maytham Jbara
Purattu Film Production Inc
Maytham@purattufilmcenter.com
Iraq
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Synopsis

After accidentally insulting President Saddam
Hussein on stage and escaping death by convincing
the military court that he suffers from a mental
disorder, director Salem is exiled to a mental
hospital in Baghdad.

Salem spends the last months before Saddam'’s
fall, with execution awaiting him outside, in case
the doctors declare his recovery.

About the Director

Iragi-UK writer & director, an alumnus of Berlinale
Talents. Ahmed Yassin Al Daradji received his MA
with distinction from LFS, a multi-award-winner
of the Muhr Awards at DIFF, the Fabrisci Award
and the best live-action short at SGFF. His debut
feature, "Hanging Gardens", premiered at VIFF and
received the best film and cinematic achievement
awards at RSFF in 2022.

About the Producer

Maytham is an Iragi Canadian filmmaker, writer
and producer. He studied Cinema and Television
at the University of Baghdad and took numerous
workshops on film in Canada and Iraqg. He produced
several short films and four feature films. Among
his feature films are “The Great Method", "Hanging
Gardens”, “Red Bus In Baghdad” and others.

A TASTE OF PARADISE
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Director: Cynthia Sawma  Producer: Georges Schoucair

cynthiarsawma@gmail.com ABBOUT Productions

Lebanon georges@abboutproductions.com mgledhill@wheelhouse-productions.com

Lebanon

Producer: Matthew Gledhill
Wheelhouse Productions

France
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Synopsis

After finding a job as a background actress, a
middle-aged housewife tastes real freedom for the
first time in her life while Lebanon is in economic
upheaval in the wake of a financial collapse.

About the Director

Lebanese film director and screenwriter Cynthia
Sawma holds an MA in Film Directing from
ALBA university. Her approach to filmmaking
is characterized by her strong spicy sarcasm,
wandering between reality and fiction. She's known
for her award-winning shortfilms “Mabrouk”(2015)
and “Red Wall" (2020). She previously worked
in the casting department in Ziad Doueiri's “The
Insult” and Nadine Labaki's “Capernaum”.

About the Producer

Founder and CEO of Abbout Productions, Georges
Schoucair developed and produced critically
acclaimed and award-winning independent movies
and has actively contributed to establishing an
attractive and globally acknowledged environment
for film investments in Lebanon and the
development of the Lebanese cinema.
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FLYING LIKE A BIRD
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Director: El Mahdi Lyoubi
lyoubi.elmahdi@gmail.com
Morocco

Producer: Hicham Falah
Cinema Salama
hicham.falah@yahoo.fr
Morocco
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Synopsis
Through the journey of the Colokolo, a Moroccan
urban circus troupe mixing committed theater and
aerial acrobatics, FLYING LIKE A BIRD draws the
portrait of a generation of artist-citizens seeking
to take off.

About the Director

Born in Salé in 1992, El Mahdi Lyoubi started his
artistic career with rap music. His interestin politics
and social movements led him to study filmmaking
in Rabat before completing his education with
a degree in Documentary Filmmaking from the
University of Aix-Marseille.

About the Producer

Hicham Falah is a Moroccan cameraman, author,
director and producer.

He has been running the Agadir International
Documentary Film Festival (FIDADOC) since 2012,
as well as its training and industry programs
dedicated to emerging African filmmakers.

His production company CINEMA SALAMA, was
founded in 2018 to support and promote Moroccan
documentary filmmakers.

SO THE LOVERS COULD COME OUT AGAIN
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Director: George Peter Barbari
Contact: georgie.barbari@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Christelle Younes
Bee On Set Productions
christelle@beeonsetproduction.com
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entrusted to guard a stronghold overlooking the
Green Line build a relationship as everything
around them falls apart.

About the Director

Born to a Lebanese father and Argentinian
mother, he grew up in Batroun, on the shores of
North Lebanon. His debut feature film “Death of a
Virgin and the Sin of Not Living", which he wrote,
produced and directed, was selected at the 71st
Berlin International Film Festival.

About the Producer

Raised in Beirut, Christelle was exposed to
different stories that needed to be told. Stories that
genuinely portrayed love, oppression, insecurities
and dreams. This is why she co-founded "Bee
On Set Productions”, giving her the humbling
opportunity to hand pick her partners in creation
and together bring necessary visions to screens.



DARWIN IN TAIF

calbll 6 gug)l

Director: Maha Al-Saati
mahazsaati@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia

Producer: Sahar Yousefi
Nava Projects
sahar@navaprojects.com
Canada
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Synopsis

After  being reprimanded for discussing
controversial topics in lectures, Reem, a biology
professor, has to secure her job by completing
research on Taif's elusive baboons. Her only
access to them is via Hakeem, an animal rescuer
who pulls her into the chaotic rescuing community,
putting her principles into practical use.

About the Director

Al-Saati is a Saudi filmmaker whose films explore
racism and religion in the Arab World. She is a
recipient of the TIFF Filmmaker Lab Share Her
Journey Award and the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association Residency. Her shorts include VHS
Tape Replaced (2022) and Hair: The Story of Grass
(2018), a selection of Slamdance and Fantastic
Fest..

About the Producer

Sahar Yousefi has produced and financed projects
selected at Sundance, SXSW, Karlovy Vary, Hot
Docs, and SFFilm, and funded by the Sundance
Institute, DFI, Telefilm, Red Sea Film Institute, IDFA
Bertha Fund, AFAC, and others. She is an alumnus
of Berlinale Toolbox, Hot Docs Lab, RIDM Talent
Lab, and EAVE.
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Director: Firas Khoury
firaskho@gmail.com
Palestine

Producer: Asma Chiboub
asmachiboub@yahoo.com
Tunisia
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Synopsis

Desperate to secure financing for his film,
Farouk resorts to a scheme targeting Fayez, one
of Ramallah’s wealthiest men. Nothing goes as
planned as Farouk falls in love with Yasmine, Fayez's
daughter, who was just supposed to be the bait.

About the Director

Firas is a Palestinian writer and director. In 2022,
his feature debut, “Alam” premiered in Toronto
International Film Festival. “"Alam” won the
Audience, Best Actor, and Best feature awards in
Cairo Int. Film Festival. Firas has several short
award-winning films, like "Maradona’s Legs”.

About the Producer

Based in Tunis, Asma works at Atlas Vision
company. She produced short films like several
award-winning “Black Mamba” and “Chitana”
She’s currently developing feature films like
“Tunis-Djerba”, a dramatic comedy debut by Amel
Guellaty, and Firas Khoury's “Dear Tarkovsky".
Asma is part of EAVE network.
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Director: Maged Nader
magednader?9@gmail.com
Egypt

Producer: Tamer Elsaid
elsaid.tamer@gmail.com
Egypt
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Synopsis

When Susana develops memory disorders, the
image of her present overlaps in her mind with
fragments of pictures, home videos, dreams, and
hallucinations. Her illness brings up an incident
from her Coptic family's past to ask an unending
question about memory, time, and loss.

About the Director

Maged Nader graduated from the Higher institute
of Cinema in Cairo. He made several short films,
which participated in film festivals, including the
Forum Expanded at the Berlinale. He worked
as Cinematographer on several films, including
Souad, by Ayten Amin which was officially selected
in Cannes Film Festival 2020. He is currently the
co-executive director of Cimatheque Alternative
Film Center.

About the Producer

Tamer El Said is a filmmaker and producer living
between Berlin and Cairo. His

filmography includes 17 titles that received many
regional and international awards. His

debut feature-length film, “In the Last Days of the
City” premiered at the Berlinale 2016,

where it received the Caligari Film Prize.
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YOU ARE ONE STEP AWAY FROM STREAMING
THE BEST ARAB INDEPENDENT FILMS FOR FREE

www.aflamuna.online
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https://twitter.com/aflamunaonline/
https://www.facebook.com/aflamuna.online/
https://www.instagram.com/aflamuna.online/
http://www.aflamuna.online/
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TO DANIEL
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Director: Marwa El-Sharkawy
marwaalielsharkawy@gmail.com
Egypt

Producer: Mony Mahmoud
Alex Films Company
monyalex.mm@gmail.com
Egypt
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Synopsis

A seventy-year-old man and a young female
director are chasing their distant dreams. He has a
40-year-old postponed dream of directing his own
film. She is trying to support him. They embark
on a colorful journey full of conversations about
cinema, love, and life.

About the director

Marwa is an egyptian filmmaker graduate of the
Faculty Of Mass Communication at Cairo University,
studied filmmaking at Cinedelta School and
participated in a Creative documentary workshop
by "BWFC".

She directed and produced 4 short documentaries,
which screened at several festivals, her feature
film “Forgotten dreams” was screened at Durban
film festival and won more than 10 awards, like
Best Documentary award at Moving Film Festival
in Iran.

About the Producer

Born in Alexandria in 1993, Mony started working
as a DOP in 2011. He filmed more than 50 films,
and worked as a producer and DOP on “Something
Cold” which participated in the "Clermont Ferrand
Festival”. The film won many local and international
awards. He is the art director of "Alexandria Short
Film Festival”.
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THE LAST MAN

Director: Muhammad Salah
salahmu94@gmail.com
Egypt

Producer: Mark Lotfy
Figleaf Studios
mark@figleafstudios.com
Egypt
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Synopsis

A relationship haunted by the ghosts of the past
and threatened by the unforeseen future. A drug
addict and his strong-headed wife. The Last Man is
an observational documentary following a couple’'s
life on the periphery of society.

About the director

Muhammad Salah is an Egyptian filmmaker.
He directed his first film in 2018, "An Unaired
Interview”. The film was selected by film festivals,
including “Berlinale” (Forum Expanded) 2019,
“FIDADOC Agadir” 2019, “lran International
Documentary Film Festival” 2019 and “Gabes
Cinema Fen” 2020, where the film received a
special mention.

About the Producer

Mark Lotfy is an Alexandrian filmmaker, producer,
and writer. Co-founder of ‘Fig Leaf Studios’
production company. He produced award-winning
and officially selected films at Egyptian and
international festivals.

Mark's work as a director explores the boundary
between fictional narratives, documentary films,
and new media art.
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DEAD DOG
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Director & co-producer: Sarah Francis
francisarah@gmail.com
Lebanon

Producer: Lara Abou Saifan
Placeless Films SARL
Lsaifan@gmail.com
Lebanon
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Synopsis

Aida (47 years old), living in Beirut, learns that
Walid, her husband who works abroad, is secretly
coming to his empty family house in the mountain.
Taken aback, she surprises him there. They
both have things to hide and their dysfunctional
relationship to face.

About the director

Sarah grew up and studied in Beirut. Her first
feature “Birds of September” (2013) premiered
in the main competition of CPH:dox, and received
several awards. “As Above, So Below” (2020)
premiered at the Berlinale (Forum). Her works also
include short films.

“Dead Dog" is her third feature / first fiction film.

About the Producer

Lara Abou Saifan is a Producer, Line Producer
and Production Manager based in Beirut. She
holds credits in major regional and international
networks. Holding a BA in Communication Arts,
she is also a graduate of several competitive
creative producing programs.

Lara co-produces through her company “Placeless
Films" and also alone.
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A STATE OF DISTRACTION
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Director: Elie Khalife

Producer: Diala Kachmar

eliekmail@gmail.com Artrip Films
Lebanon diala@artrip.me
Lebanon
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In a country on the brink of collapse, a determined
director refuses to give up on his project, even
after his producer pulls the plug. However, when
his leading actress vanishes from the set under
mysterious circumstances, the filmmaker makes
an incredible discovery.

About the Director

Elie Khalife is a Lebanese director whose career
spans over two decades

and multiple award-winning projects, like "Taxi
Service" (1996), "Merci Natex" (1998). Elie also
directed "Single Married Divorced" (2015), a highly
popular comedy. His third feature film "State of
Agitation” premiered at the "Mostra de Valencia”
in 2020.

About the Producer

Diala Kachmar is a Lebanese Producer and
Filmmaker. She holds a BA in Dramatic Arts from
the Lebanese University. She cofounded ARTRIP
Production, which aims to produce Lebanese
independent Films and TV series. Her filmmaking
spans numerous TV documentaries, as well as her
award-winning documentary “Guardians of Time
Lost”. Her producing credits include four feature
films and four seasons of "Beirut Wow".
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BCP
AWARDS

CNC
AWARD

An €8000 cash prize offered by the “CNC - Centre National
du Cinéma et de l'lmage Animée". Assigned by the BCP7
Jury to a feature fiction or documentary film.
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ART
AWARD

A $5000 cash prize awarded by the "Arab Radio and
Television Network” (ART) for a Fiction Project in
Development.

"yl 0538059 9" dSs Lgmial $ 5000 doeydy duads 85>
okl s Sl edid £,k

IDFA
Spotlight
Award

Participation in the upcoming IDFA Edition - travel and
accommodation covered - and in a tailor-made program
within the IDFA Industry and training activities. The
prize is granted by the “International Documentary Film
Festival Amsterdam” to the director of a documentary
film project.
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Rotterdam
Lab
Award

Participation in the Rotterdam Lab, including travel and
accommodation. The prize is granted by the “International
Film Festival Rotterdam” to the producer of a film project.
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Pop Up
Residency
Award

A9l Glew!

A tailor-made residency program by the Pop Up Film
Residency team, granted to the director of a fiction project
in development.

.Pop Up Residency §,8 Lgzdiay 85> g9, ol

Mlouk
Award
for Color
Grading

Color Grading offered at Lebanon-based production
house Mlouk Productions for a documentary project in
development or post-production or a fiction project in
post-production.
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SEEN STUDIO PROJECTS

b3 oy 23] e Grued
Fifty Meters by Yomna Khattab

Spuy ol oI5| uuilogy plud
Film Romancy by Bassem Yousri

DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT  [SIST=Vi| IRYF- I3 i

FIFTY METERS

Director: Yomna Khattab

Producer: Ahmed Amer

yakhattab.85@gmail.com A.A Films
Egypt ahmedsol@me.com
Egypt
vade  Synopsis
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When my life was at a crossroads, | decided
to step into my father's world of senior men's
water aerobics team. Through ‘Fifty Meters’ |
am dissecting my father's life, redefining my
relationship with him by immersing myself in the
narratives of his circle of friends; the patriarchal
system at large, all of which have been dictating
my own life’'s choi.

About the Director

Yomna is a Filmmaker based in Cairo. She
acquired an economics MA from the University
of Paris1 Pantheon-Sorbonne, France, in 2008.
Yomna's work focuses on how the social and
political situations affect Arab women and their
choices in life in the framework of family dynamics
in contemporary families in the Arab region.

About the Producer

Ahmed Amer is a multidisciplinary filmmaker. His
writing credits include “Feathers” (Cannes Critics’
Week). Through his company, “A.A. Films” Amer is
producing “50 Meters”, supported by the "Red Sea
Film Festival” and "Hamlet From the Slums” by
Ahmed Fawzi-Saleh.
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FILM ROMANCY
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Director: Bassem Yousri
bassem.yousri@gmail.com
Egypt
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Synopsis

In December 2010, 10 young amateurs participated
in a scriptwriting workshop. Revolution took them
by surprise one month later. The film they wrote was
never shot. It took them more than ten years to come
back together, read the script they wrote, and perform
the scenes.

About the Director

Bassem Yousri is a visual artist & filmmaker based in
Cairo - Berlin, and art educator working with mixed-
media installations in art galleries, public spaces, and
experimental and documentary films. Yousri's work
has been exhibited widely across the United States,
Europe, and the Arab world.
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https://daleel.film/ar/green/guide
https://daleel.film/ar/yellow/guide
https://daleel.film/ar/blue/guide
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CASTING AND

DIRECTING ACTORS
by Mehdi Barsaoui

Tunisian filmmaker Mehdi Barsaoui shares
his working method with actors from the very
beginning in the casting process to the set shooting
and finally in the editing room, where additional
work can be done to enhance and nuance the
performances. Barsaoui's first feature, “A Son”
earned his main actor Sami Bouajila the best actor
award at the “Venice Film Festival” in the Orrizzonti
section and a "César Award" for Best Actor.

Mehdi Barsaoui

Filmmaker

Born in 1984 in Tunis, Mehdi graduated in editing
from the Higher Institute of Multimedia Arts in
Tunis. He then went to Italy to complete his training
and graduated as a director from DAMS in Bologna.
He directed three short films, which have received
recognition and awards at several international
festivals. His first feature film “A Son” started on its
international journey in the official selection of the
76th edition of the Venice Film Festival. Distributed
in twenty countries and winning multiple awards
worldwide, “A Son” is the first Tunisian film to win
a French César Award. Mehdi is currently working
on his second feature film.
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MASTERCLASS

MARKETING IS YOUR

FRIEND
by Christina Pelekani

For filmmakers, marketing is probably the
last thing they want to consider. Not anymore.
Nowadays, filmmakers are responsible for their
project's marketing, sales and distribution. The
lecture will focus on the three valuable C's in
marketing terminology: Consumer, Convenience
and Communication. The “secret weapons”
of marketing will be presented - positioning,
benchmarks, strengths & challenges, target
audience definition, distribution models, film
marketing in the digital age, and useful tips for
creating the best possible promotional materials
to stand out from the clutter. One of the lecture's
objectives is to help the producers think both like a
film business investor and a fan.

Christina Pelekani

co-founder of Endorphin Film Sales

Christina is an experienced film industry
professional, who has started working in the film
business as a creative director in films' campaigns,
marketing manager & acquisitions’ consultant.
She is a lecturer and advisor at international film
industry events, film festivals and film development
& training workshops. In 2020, she co-founded
Endorphin Film Sales, a boutique world sales &
consulting company, where she is responsible for
acquisitions & marketing.

Oy )5 20

glio a @l Lo 13T Ml e 50 gl
(258 0 2ol 09193 el no o giS) LS
Je dpolmall 0do 555 . ageg e 223919 2
doiaall ccllgiamall 1 5 Grguil I 51
- Gigeail) Tl I e Sy Jolsdlly
i y=35 oy aonidlly eBgall bolaig « olmally dil5oll
& ki)l mayis c@ioil @3lols cdbagidll dsal
Bsie il Azl padais LoS ¢ adyll pa sl

e ezl bacl e «J_asll d iy Glaal o
MW S LaS oy patiwaS 5o Saill

3N Ui 55

. ol alid (9)9l dS5id ducwge 4S5 5
Ol M dcluo § d 8y By L S
Mo & delanl 8068 Yol Lo § Josll
A Sl Hlitiuny (@9l 8y 1009 Y
& &)lintung 8rolowe Lt )S oMV 23355 G98>
099 ©blygally ddoul! bl delio Bl Jles
0)930l" Guasli & 2020 ol S .oy ig Jos
Aalle Olseg OhLiil &8 09 ¢"3shlw ol



d_jlgo cl_blui
PARALLEL EVENTS

N
N
a|.

MASTERCLASS

IMPACT PRODUCTION

AND DISTRIBUTION
by Farah Fayed

Impact Production and Distribution aims to bring
together the best documentary filmmakers with
leading change-makers around urgent social and
environmental issues to forge new coalitions and
campaigns that are benefitial for the films and
the society. The session will tackle the power of
film in creating change and creating safe impact
strategies with partners, allies and impact
distribution.

A case study will be included in the hour and a half
session, followed by a Q&A.

FARAH FAYED

Director of programs - Beirut DC

After graduating from the Audiovisual and Cinema
Department at Saint Joseph University in Lebanon,
Farah Fayed spent eight years in Television,
where she last served as a creative manager. In
2012, Farah joined the Dubai International Film
Festival, managing the sales and acquisitions
library for the last six editions of the festival. In
2019, she joined the team of Beirut DC, where she
is currently the director of programs, mainly the
Impact programs. The Beirut DC Impact Programs
aim to train impact producers and empower Arab
independent filmmakers to use their social justice
and environmental films to create positive change.
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MASTERCLASS

WRITING WITH

SOUND
by Rana Eid

From her 20-plus years of experience working
on more than 80 feature films, Sound Designer
Rana Eid guides us through the world of sound
and its limitless possibilities for storytelling. This
conversation will also revolve around the act of
listening, what sound reveals about our cities,
and how it contributes to recreating spaces and
geographies in Cinema. The fast growth of sound
technologies and how it can be used to nurture our
narratives will also be tackled.

RANA EID

Sound designer

Rana Eid graduated with a BA in Cinema and a
MA in Film Sound. She worked as sound editor
with acclaimed Lebanese filmmakers such as
Joanna Hadjithomas, Khalil Joreige, Ghassan
Salhab, Mohammad Soueid, among others. In
2006, Eid co-founded DB STUDIOS for audio post
production. Since, she has worked on regional and
international films and teamed up with established
filmmakers and emerging talents. In 2019, she
worked on two Oscars Nominees films, “The Cave”
by Firas Fayyad, and “Honeyland” by Tamara
Kotevska and Ljubomir Stephanov. In 2017, Rana
directed her first Feature Documentary “Panoptic”,
which premiered in Locarno Film Festival. Eid has
been a member of the “Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Science”, since 2020.
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NO MONEY FOR

FREE

Public Film Funding in Europe and
the Politics of Representation

by Teresa Hoefert de Turégano
In this talk we will look at some of the common
criticisms of European public film funding
regarding cinemas of the global South. The idea
that only certain types of films - that is to say
those which tend to present stereotypical images
or images which reinforce preconceived notions
of certain cultures and societies - receive funding
is debated. This issue will be discussed within the
context of current practices in European public film
funding institutions. Looking at this issue within the
parallel processes of public funding might provide
a more complex perspective and could open up
new strategies to manoeuvre within the public
funding landscape.

TERESA HOEFERT DE TUREGANO

Film Funding Executive

Teresa Hoefert de Turégano is a funding executive
at the Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg (Germany)
for international co-productions, documentary and
experimental projects. She also manages various
international programmes at the Medienboard (ie
German-Turkish coproduction fund and the Berlin
Artist-in-Residence programmes (11 international
partnerships). She taught cinema at the University
of Lausanne, Switzerland, worked for Eurimages
and the European Audiovisual Observatory at
the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, and worked
as an expert for the EU-Creative Europe Media
Programme. She has published a book and
numerous film, politics and culture articles.
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PANEL

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN ARAB
DOCUMENTARY TODAY

In collaboration with RAWIYAT - Sisters in Film

Panelists Erige Sehiri - Tunisia
Myriam El Hajj - Lebanon
Saralshag - Yemen

Moderator Elhum Shakerifar

Award-winning Arab filmmakers share stories about their work on feature documentaries and
discuss practical and ethical challenges on the ground, the films' impact on their protagonists
and audiences, and building sustainable models in regions where resources are limited.
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PANEL

CAN WE MAKE GOOD FILMS WITH TIGHTER
AND LOWER BUDGETS?

In collaboration with Film Independent
Panelists Kelly Thomas - USA . Sophie Erbs - France

Olivier Guerpillon - Sweden . Ossama Bawardi - Palestine
Moderator Myriam Sassine

Financing independent films has always been difficult. Moreover, distribution models are
disrupted these days with the rise of VOD platforms and the scarcity of movie theatre audiences.
Can arthouse films survive in these aggressive times? And can they be produced with lower
budgets despite the inflation that is hitting the globe? In this panel, seasoned film producers
who have worked in Asia, Africa, America, and the Arab region try to answer these questions
by sharing their work practices and experience.
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Erige Sehiri is a French-Tunisian director and producer. Former
journalist, she started her career as a documentary filmmaker. Her
breakout feature documentary, RAILWAY MEN, reflecting the daily
struggle of railway workers against the failures of the national railways
company, remained six weeks in Tunisian theaters. In 2022, she wrote,
directed and produced her first fiction narrative, UNDER THE FIG TREES,
which won several awards at the Final Cut in Venice International Film
Festival before joining the selection of the b4th Director’'s Fortnight at
Cannes Film Festival 2022.
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Ossama Bawardi is an Oscar nominated independent producer and
CEO of Philistine Films, the production company founded by Annemarie
Jacir, which has established itself at the forefront of independent
cinema in the region. Credits include “The Stranger's Case”, "A Gaza
Weekend”, “Alam”, “Wajib", “Huda's Salon”, “The Translator”, "When |
Saw You", “The Present”, “3,000 Nights", “Salt of this Sea".

Bawardi is a member of the EAVE Producer’s Network, the Asia Pacific
Screen Academy and the Academy of Motion Picture Sciences.
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Olivier Guerpillon is a French producer and director, based in Sweden.
He has produced and co- produced a range of award-winning feature
films such as SOUND OF NOISE (Cannes 2010), BROKEN HILL BLUES
(Berlinale, Tribeca 2014) and COSTA BRAVA LEBANON by Mounia
Akl (Venice, Toronto 2021), as well as co-directed the anthology film
ISOLATION (Venice 2021). He is currently in post-production with Baker
Karim's feature film KADZO, recently shot in Kenya.
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Kelly Thomas is an independent producer, writer and educator.
Thomas received a 2017 Film Independent Spirit Award as a producer
for Andrew Ahn's Spa Night, a feature that premiered in Dramatic
Competition at Sundance and played festivals worldwide. Her latest film,
Stay Awake, premiered at Berlin in 2022. Thomas's other producing
credits include films with acclaimed directors including Rodrigo Garcia,
Phedon Papamichael, Robin Swicord, and Brad Silberling.
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Sara Ishaq is an Oscar and BAFTA nominated Yemeni-Scottish film
director, producer, and trainer. She is the co-founder of Yemen-based
film foundation, Comra Academy and the coordinator of the International
Coalition for Filmmakers at Risk.
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Sophie Erbs is a member of EAVE and ACE. Through the French
based companies Cinema Defacto and/or Gaijin, she has produced
and co-produced more than 25 feature films such as “The Load” by
Ognjen Glavonic (Cannes Directors’ Fortnight 2018), “The Harvesters”
by Etienne Kallos (Un Certain Regard 2018), “Los Perros” by Marcela
Said (Cannes Critic's Week 2017), “The Apprentice” by Boo Junfeng
(Un Certain Regard 2016) and “Costa Brava, Lebanon” by Mounia Akl
(Orizzonti Extra - Venice 2021).
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Myriam El Hajj is a Lebanese filmmaker and actress. Her first
documentary film, Tréve (A Time to Rest) premiered at Visions du
Réel-Nyon, before touring in many international festivals where it won
several awards including the Prix Découverte Audiovisuelle de la SCAM.

Myriam teaches cinema at the Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts (ALBA) and is a
member of several film commissions such as the CNC, Eurimages, DFI and the
.Fonds Image de la Francophonie
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We innovate & facilitate resources, events, and
spaces that bring filmmakers, communities, and
civil society closer, paving the way for radical and
transformative collaboration.

Beirut DC is focusing on providing opportunities
for diverse and marginalized narratives and
engaging Arab independent film in social,
environmental, political, and cultural movement
shifts.

beirutdc.org



http://www.beirutdc.org/
https://twitter.com/beirut_dc
https://www.facebook.com/BeirutDC/
https://www.instagram.com/beirutdc/
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