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Since AFLAMUNA Connection moved online in
2021, the situation across the region has steadi-
ly deteriorated. Every year has carried the hope
of recovery, yet every year has introduced further
challenges and instability. What began, and con-
tinues, as a genocide and ethnic cleansing by the
Israeli occupation in Palestine has widened into a
broader reality of destruction, displacement, and
escalating violence across multiple countries, es-
pecially in Lelbanon, where our office stands and
where our team lives. Communities have lbeen
uprooted, lives and livelihoods shattered, the very
conditions of belonging placed under sustained
attack by a system of colonial violence that rec-
ognizes no borders and no limits. In the face of
this ongoing devastation, stories remain.

It is with this urgency that we launch the 10th edi-
tion of AFLAMUNA Connection, reaffirming our
commitment to filmmakers whose projects con-
tinue to emerge amid war, dispossession, and
erasure. To sustain these works and the spaces
that nurture them is to affirm that stories and im-
ages from the Arab world will continue to circu-
late, challenging reductive narratives and assert-
ing the diversity and complexity of a region too
often misrepresented.

This year's selection reflects a range of cinemat-
ic approaches grounded in the realities of the re-
gion and the persistence of its filmmakers. Seven-
teen projects have been selected from Palestine,
Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Somalia, Morocco, and
Syria: 12 feature films in development, including 7
fiction and 5 documentary projects, and 5 feature
documentary works in progress.

With 7 fiction filmms and 10 documentaries, the
selection reflects the close relationship between
lived experience and cinematic form. The fiction
projects approach contemporary issues through
allegory, intimacy, satire, and psychology, while
the documentary works engage directly with
qguestions related to the aftermath of war, dis-
placement and exile in addition to revisiting the
past, the traumas it carries and the answers it
provides along with several projects navigating
multiple layers of identity, from gender identity to
various forms of belonging shaped by religion,
society, nationality, or exile. Together, these proj-
ects reveal a cinema that moves between docu-
menting reality and reimagining it, as filmmakers
search for ways to articulate their reality and lived
experiences.

The selection brings together both established
and emerging voices from across the region's
film landscape. It includes producers with long-
standing experience, many of whom have con-
tinued to develop new projects despite the in-
stability affecting the region. Among them are
award-winning producers such as Mark Lotfy
(The Mother of All Lies, Souad), Sara Ben Hassan
(Who Do | Belong To), Jana Wehbe (Souraya mon
amour, All This Death), Lara Abou Saifan (Valley
of Exile, Dead Dog), Hala Lofty (The Settlement),
and Hanna Atallah (Thank you for Banking With
Us). Also included in the development section are
filmmakers working on their second feature af-
ter a successful first film, such as Yomna Khattab
(50 meters), while the works-in-progress section
presents documentary features from filmmak-
ers venturing for the first time in the long form.
Among them, a film from Gaza, +477 Nights by Ai-
sha Adly, an insider’s perspective on the ongoing
war.

Among the 17 selected projects, 7 will be chosen
to participate in the AFLAMUNA x Cinemed Pro-
fessional Encounters at the Montpellier Mediter-
ranean Film Festival. There, they will pitch their
projects to French and European partners to ex-
pand prospects for co-production, circulation,
and international visibility.

Through its online edition, taking place from 24
to 26 June 2026, AFLAMUNA Connection con-
tinues to be a focused space for filmmakers and
producers from the Aralb region to connect with
international industry professionals, from sales
agents and festival representatives to film insti-
tutions and potential co-producers, ensuring the
platform remains accessible and active despite
ongoing challenges across the region. The pro-
gramme is structured around curated one-to-
one matchmaking meetings between the se-
lected projects and invited experts, preceded by
tailored consultancy sessions that address the
particular needs of each team. Covering areas
such as production, script development, editing,
impact strategy, directing, VFX, financing, sales
and distribution, these sessions are complement-
ed by masterclasses and panel discussions that
strengthen both the artistic and strategic prepa-
ration of participating projects.
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Special
Thanks to

Afnan Sarragj
Alessia Acone
Alienor Pinta
Angeliki Vergou
Antoine Khalife
Antoine Herve
Eric Motjer

Brigid O'Shea
Dima Hamdan
Racha Hosny
Sara Ishag

Selim Mourad
Cyril Aris
Christophe Leparc
Claire Chassagne
Mona Sheded
Nadia Eliewat
Nada Riyadh
Noemi Kahn

And to all experts, guests, and everyone
who has contributed to the success of
this edition.
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Project Manager

Sandra Sayegj

Project Curator

Myriam Sassine

Senior Coordinator

Sarah Mashmoushy

Technical Support
Maya Massaad

Communication
Manager

Lina Sahab

Graphic Designer
Marina Mendelek

Translation

Diana Abi Abboud
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Jury Members

ol ol Fares Ladjimi

Fares Ladjimi is a Tunisian producer and founder of Supernova Films, active since
2007. Dedicated to supporting emerging cinematic voices, he has produced and
co-produced nearly 20 feature films, consistently championing first-time and in-
dependent filmmmakers from across the world.

e L_,l.c;d,o&_),.QOOZ pl_c.;'xi,o Jleadl Lg Jos jolid g pgw dSpn uw.mbg.og Gwigl gio k:,,ou_o.cszﬂ owls
Jdl Lasls Lelw dbgh Llgy Lodid 20 Lyléy Lo zlu) 3 2hlsg ol 089 dldiuallg &lidl diiloduud! Olgoll
A lodnd| pgind) e yueill pg) duvoydll d>Ulg pdlell closl Calisio ¢ro 8avas caalgo Slaus]
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Isabel Arrate Fernandez is the Artistic Director of IDFA since July 2025, having
joined the festival in 2002. She led the IDFA Bertha Fund until 2024, developing
it into a leading international platform for filmmakers worldwide. She also served
as Deputy Director from 2020 to 2024, overseeing filmmaker support and inter-
national collaborations. She is a memlber of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences.
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W) )  Zain Duraie

Zain Duraie is a Jordanian writer and director. Her short Give Up the Ghost pre-
miered at Venice and won Best Arab Short at El Gouna. Her debut feature Sink
premiered in the Discovery section at TIFF 2025 and was the only Arab filmm nom-
inated for the Sutherland Award at BFI London Film Festival, going on to win the
Ecumenical Jury Award and the Bronze Tanit at Carthage.
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Eric Motjer

Eric Motjer is a director, cinematographer, and industry professional trained in
Barcelona, Cuba, and Ireland. After working extensively across documentary and
television projects, he joined DocsBarcelona Pro in 2023 to drive its strategic in-
dustry development. Currently serving as Co-artistic Director of DocsBarcelo-
na and Head of DocsBarcelona Pro, he oversees the festival's industry activities,
training initiatives, pitching forums, and international networking programs.
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Marco Spagnoli is the Artistic Director of Italian Global Series and Head of Doc
Content at MIA Market, one of Europe’s leading audiovisual industry events. A
journalist, film critic, producer, and cultural manager, he has built a career across
cinema, television, and international co-production, collabborating with major in-
stitutions, broadcasters, and festivals to foster global partnerships and support
industry growth.
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Angeliki Vergou

Angeliki Vergou is a film industry professional with over 25 years at the Thessa-
loniki International Film Festival, where she served as Head of Agora from 2022. In
her current role as Agora Advisor for International Partnerships and Development,
she focuses on strategic co-production initiatives and European networks. She
is also Director of the Hellenic Filmm Academy and a MIDPOINT alumni in script
consulting.
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e o o Anna Bertholet holds a Master’s in Media and Marketing Sciences from the Uni-
50O versity of Geneva. After years in the lbanking sector, she shifted to documentary

o . production, graduating from Lussas Documentary School in 2013 and attending
. o several European industry workshops. Since 2015, she has led sales and distribu-

tion at Lightdox, with a focus on theatrical, TV, and festival sales, as well as impact

s ° distribution.
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y oSG dgyasl Andrei Tanasescu

Andrei Tanasescu is a programmer and curator based in Toronto and Bucharest,

wnl & - with a background in Cinema Studies and a sustained interest in the historical

. 0 0 re-evaluation of music and film. In 2019, he curated “Videograms of a Nation,” a

uy) major retrospective of Romanian cinema for EUROPALIA ROMANIA. He has
L 4

worked with TIFF Toronto, Berlinale Forum, Bildrausch Filmfest Basel, One World

Romania, Les Films de Cannes a Bucarest, and is a member of the selection com-
mittee of Giornate degli Autori (Venice Days).
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©Co0o0000000000000 0 0 - With over 25 years in the film and TV industry, Hedi Zardi is a creative produc-
er, story editor, and project developer with deep international expertise. INn 2015,
: he co-founded the Paris-based sales company Luxlbox. Today, he leads the Atlas
00000 0000 000000 T Workshops, the Marrakech International Film Festival's talent-development pro-
gram. His career is marked by key roles in numerous feature films, bridging the
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gap between creative production and international sales.
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owre Jow  Cyril Aris

Anita Perez is a film editor based in France, with a background in literature that
drew her naturally toward editing as a form of writing. She works primarily in docu-
mentary, collaborating with directors including Rolbert Bolber, Jean-Louis Comolli,
Djamila Sahraoui, and Frederic Goldlbronn. Her recent credits include Diaries from
Lelbanon, which premiered at Berlinale Panorama 2024 and won the Grand Prix
du Jury at Champs-Elysées Film Festival. She also teaches editing at institutions
including La Femis and Ateliers Varan.
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Cyril Aris is a Lelbanese director, screenwriter, and memlber of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences®. His feature A Sad and Beautiful World (2025)
premiered at Venice (Giornate Degli Autori), won the Audience Award, and was
Lebanon’s official Oscar® entry. His acclaimed documentaries Dancing on the
Edge of a Volcano (2023) and The Swing (2018) both premiered at Karlovy Vary
and received multiple international awards.
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Slg olghil  Antoine Waked

waldlol]  Eliane Raheb

Antoine Waked is a Lelbanese screenwriter and script consultant. Since 2011, he
has been a development executive at Abbout Productions and co-founder of the
Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival and Lab. He mentors at the Doha Film Institute,
First Cut Lab, and Netflix programs. His work includes the award-winning doc-
umentary A Certain Nasser and co-writing/producing Nadim Tabet's upcoming
feature, In This Darkness | See You.
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Eliane Raheb is an award-winning Lebanese filmmaker, producer, and educator.
Her documentaries, including Miguel's War, Those Who Remain, and Sleepless
Nights, explore identity, memory, and social justice, earning recognition at major
international festivals. Alongside her filmmaking, Rahelb has been deeply commit-
ted to film education and mentorship, teaching documentary at IESAV — Saint Jo-
seph University for over a decade and lecturing at Harvard, Georgetown, Brown,
and UC Berkeley.
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bogo )5 Carine Doumit

by o0 Lol Nadia Ben Rachid

Carine Doumit is a Lebanese film editor specialising in documentary and hylrid
cinema. Her work has screened at FID Marseille, Berlinale, Visions du Reel, TIFF,
IDFA, and CPH:DOX, among others, and has been exhibited at the Sursock Mu-
seum and The Eye Film Museum. Beyond editing, Doumit works as a script and
editing consultant, leading seminars and workshops at institutions across Leba-
non, Egypt, Senegal, and beyond.
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Nadia Ben Rachid is a French-Tunisian editor with over 30 years of experience.
Having spent a decade editing on 35mm, she is a long-time collalborator of Ab-
derrahmane Sissako and won the César Award for Timbuktu (2015). A member
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences®, she frequently serves on
international juries. Her "nimble” editing style focuses on fluidly shaping a direc-
tor’s vision.
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Juvgogs Lol Nadja Dumouchel

Nadja Dumouchel is a Franco-German screenwriter and story editor based in
Paris and Berlin, with over ten years in the international film industry across fiction,
documentary, and series formats. Her credits include Goutte d'Or by Clement
Cogitore (Cannes Semaine de la Critique, 2022) and the ARTE documentary se-
ries Art Stories, sold in over 40 countries. She teaches screenwriting and drama-
turgy at Filmuniversitat Konrad Wolf in Babelsberg.
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G alwg  Wissam Charaf

Wissam Charaf is a Lebanese-French filmmaker and journalist lbased between
Paris and Beirut. A former ARTE cameraman and journalist covering conflicts
across the Middle East and beyond, he has directed seven short films screened
at Venice and Clermont-Ferrand, among others. His documentary It's All In Lelb-
anon won the Bronze Tanit at Carthage Film Festival. His features Heaven Sent
(2016) and Dirty Difficult Dangerous (2022) were selected for Cannes and Venice
respectively.
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Glow] )l Sara lshag

Sara Ishag is a Yemeni-Scottish filmmmaker. Her debut short documentary Karama
Has No Walls (2012) received Academy Award and BAFTA New Talent nomina-
tions. Her second documentary The Mulberry House (2013) premiered at IDFA.
Her debut fiction feature The Station won five awards at Final Cut in Venice 2025,
including the Biennale Prize for Best Film in Post-Production, and premiered at
Cannes’ 65th Semaine de la Critique. She co-founded Comra Academy in Yemen
and has led the International Coalition for Filmmakers at Risk in Amsterdam since
2022.
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el vgoww  Simon El Habre

Slasbo pvgyls  Dariush Derakhshani

Simon El Habre is a Lelbanese filmmaker and editor born in Beirut in 1975. A gradu-
ate of ALBA in audiovisual directing and La Fémis in Paris in editing, he has taught
cinema at ALBA and the Lebanese University, and is a memlber of the AFLAMU-
NA association. His documentaries The One Man Village (2008), Gate #5 (201),
and Re-Destruction (2021) have screened and won awards at numerous interna-
tional festivals.
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Dariush Derakhshani is an award-winning VFEX supervisor, producer, writer, and
educator based in Los Angeles with over 25 years of experience across commer-
cials, television, and feature films at studios including Digital Domain, Pixomondo,
and Rhythm and Hues. He holds an MFA from USC School of Cinematic Arts and
has taught in the field for over two decades. His work has earned honours at Sitg-
es, the London Advertising Awards, and the Visual Effects Society.
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Gyrgo9o )lags  Didar Domehri

Gy)j Sola  Hedi Zardi

Didar Domehri is a French producer and founder of Maneki Films (2009) and
Manek Stories (2023). She has produced over 21 feature films, with titles regularly
selected at Cannes, Venice, and Toronto, including Motel Destino and Me Too
(both Cannes 2024), Godland (Un Certain Regard, Cannes 2022), and Girls of the
Sun (Cannes Competition 2017).
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With over 25 years in the film and TV industry, Hedi Zardi is a creative produc-
er, story editor, and project developer with deep international expertise. In 2015,
he co-founded the Paris-based sales company Luxlbox. Today, he leads the Atlas
Workshops, the Marrakech International Film Festival's talent-development pro-
gram. His career is marked by key roles in numerous feature films, bridging the
gap between creative production and international sales.
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Dora Bouchoucha

owdwiaw Ohgd ol Jean-Laurent Csinidis

Dora Bouchoucha is a Tunisian producer and cultural leader active since 1994,
with a body of work spanning award-winning documentaries, shorts, and feature
fil...Dora Bouchoucha is a Tunisian producer and cultural leader active since 1994,
with a body of work spanning award-winning documentaries, shorts, and feature
films. She founded Sud Ecriture (1997), Takmil (2014), and the Carthage Film Fes-
tival Projects’ workshop (1992). She has served as head of Fonds Sud, President
of the CNC's Aide aux Cinemas du Monde, and Vice President of the Institut du
Monde Arabe. She is a memlber of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences.
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Based in Marseille, Jean-Laurent Csinidis has produced over 40 auteur films
screened at major festivals including Cannes, Venice, and Berlin. As head of Films
de Force Majeure since 2010, he focuses on singular fiction and documentary
narratives with international scope. He is currently completing several internation-
al co-productions and continues to mentor emerging talent through European
lalbs, especially Eurodoc.
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by ol Fran Borgia

Lg,\idgAJl; Sylo Marie Balducchi

Fran Borgia is a Spanish-born filmmaker and educator based between Singapore
and New Zealand, where he is pursuing a PhD in Poetic Cinema. Founder of Akan-
ga Film Asia, he is one of the most prolific producers in Asian independent cin-
ema, with credits including films selected for Cannes, Locarno, Toronto, Venice,
and Berlinale, among them Yeo Siew Hua's A Land Imagined, Amanda Nell Eu's
Tiger Stripes, and Chie Hayakawa's Renaoir.
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Marie Balducchi is a French producer at AGAT Films/Ex Nihilo, an independent
production collective in Paris. She produces films for theatrical release and tele-
vision, and serves on funding committees including Europa Creative Media and
Aide aux Cinemas du Monde. A member of LAcademie des Ceésars, she also
serves on festival juries and provides editorial support for projects selected by
the Camera Lilbre Program and the Corsica Doc Lab writing residency.
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o9, w 8)lw  Sara Skrodzka

Sara Skrodzka is a Paris-lbased producer, archival producer, and partner at War-
boys Films. Alongside Remi Grellety, she develops international co-productions,
while also managing a fiction slate with Aissa Maiga at Kanopee Films. Dedicated
to inclusive storytelling, she supports both emerging and established filmmak-
ers. Her recent credits include the Oscar-nominated Soundtrack to a Coup d’Etat
(Sundance 2024) and Michat Marczak’s Closure (Sundance 2026).
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Fu9gHlo v  Steven Markovitz

Steven Markovitz is an Oscar Academy member with over 30 years of experience
producing across 35 African countries. His extensive filmography includes Au-
gure (Cannes 2023 winner), Rafiki, and Winnie (Sundance director winner). Knight-
ed by France and Burkina Faso for his contributions to cinema, he co-founded
Encounters Documentary Festival and Electric South, and serves on the Acade-
my's International Feature Film Executive Committee.
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https://www.daleel.film/
https://www.daleel.film/ar/red/guide
https://www.daleel.film/en/green/guide
https://www.daleel.film/ar/yellow/guide
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Projects in

Development
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A Tale Of A Feather And
A Fish

Amid a genetic disease: three broken fam-
iy members seek salvation, guided toward
healing by the very loved ones they must care for.
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AFLAMUNA x Cinemed encounters o dyivwg LAUST wleld)
A Tale Of A Feather And A Fish Egypt
dizdl A=) oW
A Touch of Paradise Tunisia
Sle 8 wliv rao
A Young Man In Trouble Egypt gl Production
Sloiwd| gl «dla>»  Hassala Films
ool =y Ll Gouz Jlogall

Accept My Plea For Burial

(950 usl) Lhié
Disappeared (Working Title)

Somalia, Djibouti

Lus )9 Slhll ol L)ygw
Syria, Lebanon, Irag, France
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| Have Other Friends Egypt
dol,s wyall
Karama Morocco
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Songs from the City of the Dead
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Egypt, Sudan, Sweden, Norway

Tzrdl  Director
S)lggll oo Ahmed El-Hawarey

ahmedalhawary@
ymail.com

Ahmed El-Hawarey is a director, writer, and film
editor, and a 2009 graduate of the High Institute
of Cinema. He began his career directing short
fiction and documentaries. His filmm Sing Free-
dom (2012) screened at Doha Tribeca. In 2019,
he shifted to independent auteur cinema. His

Producer
Hala Lotfy

hala.samira.lotfy@
gmail.com

Hala Lotfy is a writer, filrmnmaker, and the founder
of Hassala Films. A graduate of the High Institute
of Cinema in Cairo (1999), she began her career
directing documentaries and short films lbefore
making her feature debut with Coming Forth
by Day (2012). Between 2012 and 2022, she pro-

C'J.S.IU °.J'§XI JI"JI °JL.':"" Othadd screenplay A Tale of a Feather and a Fish, co-writ- duced nine feature films presented at major in-
The Hearse To The Final House Of Happiness Palestine ten with llbrahim EIBatout, won the 2023 Sawires ternational festivals, and served as a Berlinale jury
Cultural Award for Best Screenplay. member in 2020.
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A Touch of Paradise

Director
Houcem Slouli

houcemslouli@
gmail.com

Houcem Slouliis a Tunisian filmmmaker and ISAMM
graduate in Writing and Directing. He has worked
as assistant director with Mohamed Ben Attia,
Meryam Joobeur, Dhafer El Abidine, and Lotfy
Nathan. His short films screened at FIFF Fribourg,
Leeds, Carthage, Red Sea, and Toronto Arab Film.
A Touch of Paradise is his debut feature.
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In a Tunisian city ravaged by toxic wastes, a young cou-
ple's first pregnancy turns into a quiet nightmare after
a devastating incident. As irreversible mutations turn
their lives upside down.
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Production
Instinct Bleu

gl

Co-Producers

Ramses Mahfoudh —
Godolphin Films

Khaled Henchiri — Up-
per Echlon

Meriem Ben Younes

Producer
Sarra Ben Hassen

sarra@instinctbleu.
com

" N

Sarra Ben Hassen is a Tunisian producer with
over 25 years of experience across Aralb, African,
and international cinema. Founder of Instinct
Bleu, she produced the Oscar-nominated Broth-
erhood and the Berlinale 2024 competition film
Who Do | Belong To, both directed by Meryam
Joobeur. She serves as a reader and advisor for
major funds and festivals, and is currently pro-
ducing Pure Madness by Ines Arsi while develop-
ing A Touch of Paradise.
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A Young Man In Trouble

Ali, a young man in his twenties, tries to secure his im-
prisoned father's release, only to find himself confront-
ing deep family tensions and hidden truths. What lbe-
gins as a mission becomes a painful reckoning with his
past and a profound path to self-discovery.
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Director
Ahmed Sobhy

ahmedsobhyO094@
gmail.com

Sobhy is an Egyptian filmmaker and writer, whose
short films have screened at Clermont-Ferrand,
El Gouna, FESCAAAL, Doha, and Kinoki, winning
Best Film at MANASSAT and Best Director at
Zawya. He directed season two of It's Time and
Date and is currently working on In Such Mo-
ments, You Should Cry, winner of the 2024 Cine-
Gouna Shorts Award. He is currently developing
his debut feature A Young Man in Trouble (recip-
ient of the 2026 Sawiris Cultural Award for Best
Screenplay).
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Producer

Perinan Mousa

perihanayman@
gmail.com

Perihan Mousa is an Egyptian writer, producer,
and cultural manager who developed her prac-
tice through film production and managing film
programs. She worked on two international fea-
ture films in Egypt with MIF, gaining co-produc-
tion experience, and has managed The Dahshur
Workshops for five years. She co-wrote In Such
Moments, You Should Cry, winner of the 2024
CineGouna Shorts Award, and A Young Man in
Trouble, recipient of the 2026 Sawiris Cultural
Award for Best Screenplay.
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Documentary

CCEVIFEI R -]
Accept My Plea For
Burial

Director
Mohammed Sheikh

In a remote Somali pastoral village, two twelve-year-
old boys, Waasuge and Warmooge, spend their days
herding goats and playing. Their rivalry turns tragic
when Warmooge dies after falling into a dry riverlbed
during a game. With no clear witness and conflicting
testimonies, suspicion grows. As grief turns to accusa-
tion, Warmooge's mother refuses burial without justice,
and the village fractures under the weight of uncertain-
ty and pressure to resolve the truth.
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jolid JJi Aleel Films

Producer
Kadir Harbi

(980 Euwl) iisud
Disappeared (Working
Title)

Director
Anas Zawahri

Five Syrian women confront the forced disappearance
of their sons and husbands. Through their daily lives
and an ongoing search for truth, they resist political
erasure, preserve memory, and reclaim meaning with-
in their cities and the marginalized Syrian countryside.
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Ml laww  Wind cinema

Producer
Ahmad Alhaj

mosheikh17@gmail.
com

Mohammed Sheikh is a self-taught Somali film-
maker whose work is rooted in lived experience
within Somali communities. Drawn to stories of
people searching for one another and for them-
selves, he began filmmaking as a means of so-
lace. His debut feature, Barni (2025), premiered at
the Red Sea International Film Festival, marking
his transition into long-form narrative cinema.
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molingotv@gmail.
com

Kadir Harbi holds a master's degree in arts and
cultural industries and is a film producer and cul-
tural project manager. Since 2023, he has led
the Cinematography Department at ANPC, sup-
porting national film development. He also man-
ages the M2EE ICC program with UNESCO and
the EU. He produced “Barni’, selected at the Red
Sea, and directed “Be Happy” (2024), which sur-
passed one million views.
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anas.zwahri@gmail.
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Zawahri is an independent Palestinian filmmmak-
er based in Syria. His first feature documentary,
My Memory is Full of Ghosts (2024), received a
Special Mention at Visions du Reel and won Best
Arab Documentary at the El Gouna Film Festival.
In 2026, he participated in Berlinale Talents. Za-
wahri also directed the short fiction An Ordinary
Day (2020) and the documentary Summer, City
and Camera (2022).
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ahmad@windcine-
ma.com

Alhaj is a filmmaker, producer, distributor, pro-
grammer, and founder of Wind Cinema, lborn
in Syria in 1990. He writes for cultural platforms
across the Arab region and curates film programs
internationally and online. He holds diplomas in
finance and law in Syria, as well as degrees in lit-
erature, languages, and performing arts (cinema,
theater, and dance) from Grenoble Alpes Univer-
sity in France.
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Documentary

Documentary

Gl oo J] by sl
| Have Other Friends

&

Director
Yomna Khattalo

yakhattalb.85@
gmail.com

Yomna is a Cairo-based filmmaker. The script of
her first feature, Rokaya, won the Sawiris Cultural
Award for Best Screenplay by a young writer in
2018. As a screenwriter, her short film Let Us Play
Yesterday premiered at the El Gouna Film Festi-
val in 2023. As a director, her debut feature doc-
umentary 50 Meters, produced by Ahmed Amer,
premiered at CPH:DOX 2025 in the NEXT:-WAVE
competition.
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Yomna, the director, on the verge of turning forty, takes
us on a personal, intimate journey as she portrays her
closest female friends. Through long-delayed, difficult
conversations, she wonders: Who are my friends when
| hit forties?
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gl Production
joud Jwels  Chaos Films

Producer
Muhammad Taymour

taymour@cha-
os-films.com

Muhammad Taymour is an Egyptian filmmaker
and video artist, born in 1985. He is the founder of
CHAOS FILMS and co-founder of the Egyptian
Film Producers Club (EFPC). He won the Palme
dOr for Short Fiims at the Cannes Film Festival
in 2020. He is a short films programmer at the El
Gouna Film Festival and a lecturer at Coventry
University, Cairo.
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Director
Fatym Layachi

CEFCYN]
@il Ebld

flayachi@gmail.com

Fatym Layachi is a Moroccan filmmmaker, writer,
and performer. Trained in literature and perform-
ing arts between Morocco and France, she de-
veloped a multidisciplinary practice at the inter-
section of documentary, theatre, and writing. For
a decade, she worked as a journalist and colum-
nist for the Moroccan magazine TelQuel, shaping
an approach grounded in fieldwork and attentive
to lived realities. Her work explores identity, trans-
mission, and collective spaces across the Medi-
terranean.
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Between universities, the streets, football stands, and
rap studios, five young Moroccans chart a new path
forward as they search for justice and dignity. Together
they form a portrait of a generation that refuses to give
in to despair and exile.
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gl Production
9> Jawjab

Producer

Younes Lazrak

younes@jawjalb.ma

Younes lLazrak is a Moroccan producer lbased
in Casablanca. With a lbackground in journalism
and television, he co-founded JAWJAB in 2016,
a studio dedicated to documentary and digital
content. He has produced award-winning films
exploring gender equality, social justice, and mi-
nority rights, often amplifying underrepresented
voices. He collaborates with emerging Moroc-
can talents and develops impact-driven film and
media projects.
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Songs from the City of
the Dead

Director
Abdelwahab Shawky

abdelwahalb.
shawky89@gmail.
com

Abdelwahalbb Shawky is an Egyptian filmmaker
with over a decade of experience as an assis-
tant director, collaborating with prominent Arab
directors including Khaled Marei, Hatem Ali, Am-
jad Abu Alala (You Will Die at Twenty Lion of the
Future, Venice), and Yousry Nasrallah. His debut
short film, The Last Miracle, premiered at the Cai-
ro International Film Festival in 2025.
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After the death of his sheikh, Younis leaves his shel-
tered spiritual world to follow his childhood singer into
the hidden depths of Cairo and Upper Egypt. There, he
becomes immersed in communities living at the mar-
gins, living for the first time without guardianship, trying
to find a voice of his own.
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josgiw cod md  Fig Leaf Studios

Co-Producer
Amijad Abu Alala

Producer
Mark Lotfy

mark@figleafstu-
dios.com

Mark Lotfy is an Egyptian writer, and filmmaker,
and the founder of Fig Leaf Studios (2005), an
independent production company supporting
emerging filmmakers. His credits include The
Last Miracle, Soad (Cannes/Berlinale 2021), | Am
Afraid to Forget Your Face (Palme d'Or, Cannes),
and Mother of All Lies (Un Certain Regard,
Cannes). His work has been presented at major
international festivals.
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The Hearse To The Final
House Of Happiness

Director
Wisam Al Jafari

wisam jafari9l@
gmail.com

Wisam Al Jafari is a Palestinian filmmaker from
Bethlehem and a graduate of Dar al-Kalima Uni-
versity (2019). He has directed several short films,
including *Ambiance*, which won Third Prize at
Cannes’ Cinefondation. He has worked across
multiple film roles and is currently developing his
first feature.
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When a Palestinian man in his fifties is granted a lrief
leave to attend a family wedding, the event descends
into chaotic albbsurdity as his political olbbsession, a rest-
less family, and street protests clash.
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gl Production
243 w99y Route243

Producer
Hanna Attallah

hanna@route243.
com

Hanna Atallah is a Palestinian filmmaker and cul-
tural arts manager based between Berlin and Je-
rusalem. A graduate of the High Cinema Institute
in Cairo, his work explores image, memory, and
resistance. He is the co-founder of August Films
and Route 243, and founder of Filmlab Palestine.
His productions have screened internationally
and received major awards across fiction and
documentary filmmaking.
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lgikuwi (§J1 dSLunodl
The Space | Carry

auedlg Zsvedl  Co-Director &
Producer

Ggls- WYjg>  Josef Khallouf

methamorphause@
yahoo.com

Josef Khallouf is a Lelbanese filmmmaker, producer,
musician, and artist. His career in cinema began
in 2003. As executive producer, his most recent
filrn, Someday, a Child by Marie-Rose Osta, won
the Golden Bear at Berlinale 2026. His collective
feature Letters, bringing together 18 Lebanese
filrmnmakers, premiered at Clermont-Ferrand
2025. He is currently producing his second col-
lective film, Three Colours: Green, White, Red, and
Elise Pouchelet's creative documentary Habiter
lentre-deux.
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Born in Lelbbanon in 1975, at the beginning of the Civ-
il War, Elise was abandoned, then adopted and taken
to France. Fifty years later, she traces the two lineages
that run through her, navigating fragments and silenc-
es that have quietly shaped her. In the solitude of the
mMountains, among wild beings, she begins to inhalbit
the space she carries within her.
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gl Production

cligo pd 15 The FiimMonk

d>ell Co-Director
L&yl d9g,eall) diliigy bl Elise Pouchelet
(Ll W) pawb (Rita Zahi)

pouchelet. elise@
gmail.com

Elise Pouchelet, born in Beirut in 1975, is a multidis-
ciplinary artist. She is a pianist, actress, and stage
director. She lives in France, where she founded
her own company and works with opera singers.
She creates performances that blend live arts
with visual projections.
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To Whom It Concerns

Director
Elie Kamal

kamalelie@gmail.
com

Elie Kamal is a writer, filmmmaker and co-founder
of Attic Productions. He studied filmmaking in
Lebanon and Belgium. His debut short film, 274,
won the Critics” Award at the 7th Dulbai Interna-
tional Film Festival. He later directed two more
short films, the feature documentary Beirut Ter-
minus, winner of Best Non-Fiction Film at the Cai-
ro International Film Festival, in addition to three
theatre plays.
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Set within the confines of a crumbling hotel, one fateful
night binds together the lives of its diverse inhabitants,
each grappling with their own turmoil against the back-
drop of an unsettling city.
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clw dilgll  The Attic

Producer
Jana Wehbe

wehbejana@yahoo.
com

Jana Wehbe is a producer with a strong lback-
ground in creative producing. She studied film-
making and music in Beirut and is currently pur-
suing an international M.A. in Art and Culture
Management. In 2009, she co-founded *The
Attic* and went on to produce short and feature
films. Former Executive Director of REEF, she cur-
rently serves as Industry Programme Manager at
Qumra by the Doha Film Institute and mentors
for several programs and institutions.
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Twelve Fig Leaves

Director
Joélle Abou Chabke

Documentary

When filmmaker-turned-farmer Joélle discovers the
Bawahir, an ancestral Lebanese method of weather
prediction, she begins a year-long journey to test its
accuracy while building a permaculture project with
her huslbband in his native Bekaa village. As climate un-
certainty and political instability grow, their journey be-
comes a search for resilience, ancestral knowledge,
and ways to survive.
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gl Production
oo Wb pll§i  Placeless Films

Producer
Lara Abou Saifan

abouchabkejoelle@
gmail.com

Joélle Abou Chabke is a Lebanese filmmaker
and professor at the American University of Bei-
rut. She holds master's degrees in directing from
ALBA University and in creative documentary
from Paris 7 Diderot. Her films include Snake Hill
(2024) and No Harbors for Small Boats (2017),
both internationally awarded. She also recent-
ly directed Victims and Heroes, a documentary
series for Al Jazeera 360, winner of a Silver Telly
Award.
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Lara Abou Saifan is an independent producer
bbased in Beirut, Lelbanon. Her work spans mul-
tiple formats, including writing, directing, and
producing TV content, as well as producing in-
ternational, regional, and local documentary and
fiction films. She co-founded Placeless Films,
which has released award-winning films and is
developing several others, with a commitment to
stories that foreground social and human issues.
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Works In Progress
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A City Without Doors - When Life Stirs

Trip to My Body
Confessions in Arabic
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Wilderness of Dreams
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Qatar, Syria

Jeilrdl cGudgs

Tunisia, Brazil

verd ol
Lebanon, Cyprus

Palestine

Egypt, Belgium, France

lgl W dioe
A City Without Doors -
When Life Stirs

Director
Eyad Aljaroud

eyad.aljarood@
gmail.com

Eyad Aljaroud is a Syrian-Dutch filmmmaker and
photographer. His work focuses on document-
ing social transformations in the context of the
Syrian revolution and the country’'s complex con-
flict.
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Documentary

Saragib is a city without doors, suspended in empti-
ness and stripped of its landmarks. Among its ruins,
stories emerge of returnees driven by a quiet urge to
survive. As silence turns into the rhythm of reconstruc-
tion, rebuilding becomes more than restoring walls; it
lbbecomes a search for meaning. Between a heavy past
and a fragile present, the city slowly lbegins to breathe
again.
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Co-Producer
ouwib So gyl Arnauld de Battice

sgp-ol  AT-Prod

Producer
Abdulrahman Alkilany

Kilanyab@fisheye-
films.co

Abdulrahman Alkilany is a Syrian film producer
and director with over 15 years of experience.
He has produced more than 130 short films and
documentaries across over 20 countries. Hold-
ing a master’s degree in cinema, he founded and
has managed FishEye Films since 2016. His work
explores cinema, sociology, and history, with a fo-
cus on documenting overlooked and forgotten
stories.
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s> W81 el
Confessions in Arabic

Director
Maria Ghafary

mnghafary@gmail.
com

Maria Ghafary is a Lebanese filmmaker and activ-
ist who uses art as a tool for social transformation
and collective healing. Her work bridges creative
practice and activism, driven by a deep curiosi-
ty about the human psyche and the complexity
of personal and collective experience. Her films
include Guilt, Confessions in Arabic, The Cookie
Box, and Braids, which has screened at local and
international festivals.
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- Co-Producer
owd da  Hibba Louis

hiba@guofilms.com

Hilbba Louisis a Lelbanese producer and co-found-
er of Cyprus-based QUO FILMS. She is produc-
ing her first TV thriller, Status Quo, supported
by Doha Film Institute. Her second series, Saria
Othman Needs No Man, won Best Series at Red
Sea Souk. She also produces the short film Sama
Yasmine, selected for Clermont-Ferrand Euro
Connection and Rotterdam Lalb 2026.
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A poetic, experimental documentary that portrays sev-
en Arabb women whose stories unfold lbbetween mem-
ory and reality. Through intimate confessions shaped
around a Zoom call between a mother and daugh-
ter, fillmmaker Maria Ghafary opens her own wounds
alongside six generations of women, reclaiming con-
fession as tenderness, resistance, and the right to exist,
feel, and e free.
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gl Production

Quo Films

Co-Producer

ool @l Jbyge  Muriel Aboulrousss

mMalboulrouss@
gmail.com

Muriel Aboulrouss is an award-winning Lelbanese
cinematographer and the first woman in the
Middle East to practice cinematography profes-
sionally. An experimental filmmaker, she founded
the Intuitive Film Lalb to support authentic artistic
creation. Co-creator of the acclaimed documen-
tary series Zyara, winner of over 50 international
awards, she also mentors emerging MENA film-
makers and works as an emerging producer.
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Documentary

Documentary

Trip to My Body

Director
Bassem Ben Brahim

aralbe1995@gmail.
com

Bassem Ben Brahim is a Tunisian filmmaker hold-
ing a Masters degree in Cinema Research, a
Professional Master’s in Audiovisual and Cinema
Studies, and a degree in Image Design. He has di-
rected several queer short films. His work blends
documentary and animation to explore gender
and gueer identities, and has lbeen presented at
international film festivals.
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Jad, a 27-year-old trans man, navigates exile, identity,
and belonging. After leaving Tunisia for safety, he finds
chosen family and recognition in Brazil. Through child-
hood memories, gender struggles, and preparation for
a liberating mastectomy, the film explores the body as
a site of transformation, courage, and self-discovery,
shaped by the power of community.
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Co-Producer
Luara Oliveira

Producer
Nada Mezni Hafaiedh

nada@leythproduc-
tion.com

Nada Mezni Hafaiedh is a Tunisian filmmmaker
working across documentary and fiction to am-
plify marginalized voices and explore identity,
freedom, and human rights. Her documentary
Upon the Shadow (2016) portrays queer lives in
Tunisia, while her feature Take My Breath (2023),
about the intersex community, was Tunisia’s sulb-
mission to the Academy Awards. She also pro-
duces socially engaged gueer cinema.
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Director
Aisha Adly

aishaadlegaza@
gmail.com

Aisha Adly is a documentary filmmmaker and jour-
nalist with a degree in Journalism and Media and
a diploma in Film Directing. She works as a pho-
to and video journalist and human-interest cor-
respondent for Agence France-Presse. Her work
focuses on humanitarian issues in her city, Gaza,
where she documents war and daily life as a liv-
ing historical archive.
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A documentary rooted in the director’s personal expe-
rience of displacement, tracing lives since October 13,
2023, through 2.5 years of the ongoing Israeli occupa-
tion genocidal war on Gaza. The filmmn documents wom-
en's stories inside their tents and their specific needs,
while portraying the daily lives of forcibly displaced
communities across generations, where moments of
joy and grief continue to coexist.
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Wilderness of Dreams

Director
Mona Lotfy

mona.lotfy1510@
gmail.com

An Egyptian filmmaker with a background in psy-
chology and a Jesuit Film School alumna, she has
directed five internationally screened shorts. Her
work explores memory, collective trauma, and
the interplay between geography and person-
al history. Her debut feature on the Al-Maghara
mine, developed through international platforms
and nominated for the Robert Bosch Stiftung
Prize, is currently in post-production.
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Documentary

A poetic research journey into the heart of Egypt’s only
coal mine, the filmm unearths a forgotten parallel history
forged by revolutionary dreams, post-war disillusion-
ment, and resilience. It is a story told through the voic-
es of those who lived its darkness, yet dared to dream
within it.
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Production
Hassala Films

Co-Producer
Etienne de Ricaud

Producer
Hala Lotfy

hala.samira.lotfy@
gmail.com

Egyptian filmmaker and founder of Hassala Films
Collective. Based in Cairo, she champions inde-
pendent and auteur cinema in the Arab region.
After directing the acclaimed Coming Forth by
Day, she produced over 12 award-winning titles.
Her latest film, The Settlement, premiered at Ber-
linale 2025. Recipient of the 2017 Egyptian State
Encouragement Award, she continues to bridge
the gap between directing and creative produc-

ing.
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AFLAMUNA
cl—59l.ONLINE

YOU ARE ONE STEP AWAY FROM STREAMING
THE BEST ARAB INDEPENDENT FILMS FOR FREE

wwWW.AFLAMUNA.online
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https://www.facebook.com/aflamuna.online/
https://www.youtube.com/@AFLAMUNAorg
https://www.tiktok.com/@aflamuna.online
https://www.instagram.com/aflamuna.online/
https://www.aflamuna.online/post-home
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INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL
ROTTERDAM

DAE
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CNC

AN €8000 cash prize offered by the “Centre National du Cinema et de I'lmage
Animee”. Assigned by AFLAMUNA Connection 10th edition Jury to a feature,
fiction, docufiction, documentary, or animation film.

(oS5 iz Lpadass Luyd & *dSpoxiod] 8199 Lol @ bgll 355001” lgodd € 8000 Latod &t 8l
G229 of Wlgy &5Ug of (89 of «Jlg) Jagh ©Edid Egpniad 8rwlell dijgu LLST Lailo

ART

A $5000 cash prize awarded by the “Arab Radio and Television Network” (ART)
for a Fiction Project in Development.
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International Film Festival Rotterdam Producer’s Lab

An Invitation for a film project’s producer to participate in the Rotterdam Lalo,
including travel and accommodation, awarded by IFFR Pro.
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Documentary Association of Europe (DAE)

Two complimentary 12-month memioerships for a project team and a tailored
one-on-one consultation with a senior DAE advisor on a subject of the team’s
choosing, to encourage the international potential of their project.
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Shared Shores

Euro-Mediterranean
Documentary Markets Alliance

The Mediterranean Documentary Markets alli-
ance brings together four markets across the ba-
sin: Thessaloniki International Documentary Fes-
tival — Agora (Greece), DocsBarcelona Pro (Spain),
MIA Market (Italy), and AFLAMUNA Connection
(Lebanon).

The proximity between the Mediterranean's
northern and southern shores is real. So are the
asymmetries. Filmmakers and producers from
the South, whose stories resonate with Northern

The alliance works to change that, not through
symlbolic gestures, but through concrete, recur-
ring exchange, built into how these markets op-
erate.

It starts at the 2026 10th edition of AFLAMUNA
Connection, where each of the other alliance
memlbers will select one documentary project
for their respective market, opening direct path-
ways for industry access, circulation, and interna-
tional collaboration.
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Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival - Agora
AGORA
THESRALDMIE] (Greece)
TR MATIO M AL
SOEUMEHTARY FESTINAL Participation in AGORA gives the project direct access to producers,

sales agents and decision-makers from Europe, the majority of the Aralb
region and overseas, alongside targeted development support, acceler-
ating its path toward international co-production.
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DocsBarcelona Pro (Spain)

DOCS

Selection for DocsBarcelona Pro connects the project with leading docu-

BAHEELDNA mentary financiers and distributors, while sharpening its editorial identity
and expanding its reach toward glolbal circulation.
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l MIA Market (Italy)
u A At MIA, the project gains high-level industry exposure through curated
MERCATO one-to-one meetings and strategic matchmaking that open concrete
AUDIOVISIVD paths toward co-production, funding, and distribution opportunities.

JUs o lodgudl delio glhd § jorl jrow doyd jlisall ggnial) “@f ST pl” Ggw 9
239019 . Jagodlg il Zdl Loyd g dilac Olluwo Fid duwgyoo dBlS diduns wlelois|

audiences, face the same barriers they always
have: markets, financing, co-production, and dis-
tribution. Proximity has never been the problem.
Access has.

Agora AWARD

An invitation for up to 2 representatives of the selected project to participate in Thessaloniki Inter-
national Documentary Festival — Agora, including shared-room accommodation for up to 5 nights
aligned with the official dates of the edition. AFLAMUNA and Agora will cover up to 500 EUR in total to
cover the project team’s travel expenses. AGORA will select documentary projects in development or
production with an expected completion date after March 2027.
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DocsBarcelona Pro AWARD

An invitation for one fillmmaker to participate in DocsBarcelona Pro (Spain), including 2 nights of ac-
commodation. AFLAMUNA and DocsBarcelona Pro will cover up to 500 EUR for the filmmaker's trav-
el expenses.
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MIA Market AWARD

An invitation for one filmmmaker to participate in MIA Market (Italy), including accommodation for up
to 3 nights. AFLAMUNA and MIA Market will cover up to 500 EUR to cover the filmmaker's travel ex-
penses.
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Parallel Events
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Case Study

The Brink of Dreams

A case study with Nada Riyadh and Claire Chas-
sagne on the making of The Brink of Dreams, the
French-Egyptian co-production that premiered at
Cannes Ciritics’ Week and won the L'CEil d'Or. Tracing
the film's journey from its participation in AFLAMU-
NA Connection to its international recognition, the

A=Wl dilocg session explores its development, artistic choices,
and production process.
awldl 8)ls] Moderator
Otwlw pbpe Myriam Sassine
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AFLAMUNA Connection Curator
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Speaker

la Critique 2019.

Nada Riyadh is an Egyptian filmmaker whose work spans documentary and
fiction. Her feature documentary The Brink of Dreams, co-directed with Ayman El
Amir, premiered at Cannes’ Semaine de la Critique and won the L'Oeil d'Or for best
documentary at Cannes 2024. Her debut documentary Happily Ever After pre-
miered at IDFA 2016, and her short The Trap was selected for Cannes’ Semaine de
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Claire Chassagne is a French producer and associate at Dolce Vita Films, a
company renowned for international co-productions. She produced Girls Will Be
Girls, which premiered at the 2024 Sundance Film Festival and won the Audience
and Best Performance awards. She also co-produced the Egyptian documenta-
ry The Brink of Dreams by Nada Riyadh and Ayman El Amir, which premiered at
Cannes’ Semaine de la Critique 2024 and won the L'CEil dor.
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Case Study

The Station

A case study with Sara Ishag and Nadia Eliewat on
the making of The Station, a Yemeni feature that
premiered at Cannes Critics’ Week in 2026. Led by a
powerful director-producer duo and centered on a
story of resilient women, the session traces the film's
ten-year journey from development to screen. Sara
and Nadia reflect on the challenges and opportuni-
ties of building a complex international co-produc-
tion between Yemen, Jordan, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Norway, and Qatar, from financing and

production to the creative decisions that kept the
film deeply rooted in its cultural and political context.
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Sara Ishaq is a Yemeni-Scottish filmmaker. Her debut short documentary Kara-
ma Has No Walls (2012) received Academy Award and BAFTA New Talent nomina-
tions. Her second documentary The Mulberry House (2013) premiered at IDFA. Her
debut fiction feature The Station won five awards at Final Cut in Venice 2025, includ-
ing the Biennale Prize for Best Film in Post-Production, and premiered at Cannes’
65th Semaine de la Critique. She co-founded Comra Academy in Yemen and has
led the International Coalition for Filmmakers at Risk in Amsterdam since 2022.
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Nadia Eliewat is a2 Jordanian filmmaker and the founder of Screen Project
and executive director of Ta Films. Her producing credits include The Station
(Cannes Semaine de la Critique 2026), Yellow Bus (TIFF 2023), the Lebanese box-of-
fice hit Mahlbas (2016), and When Monaliza Smiled (2012). Formerly an Associate
Professor at the American University in Dubai (2010-2017), she also managed the
Dulbai Film Market in 2017.
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Case Study

A Sad

and Beautiful World
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A case study with filmmaker Cyril Aris on the mak-
ing of A Sad and Beautiful World, his first fiction fea-
ture, which premiered at the Venice Days section of
the Venice Film Festival in 2025. Through the film's
journey, Cyril reflects on the creative, financial and
post-production challenges he encountered, from
finding the right producers and cast to navigating
the complexities of international co-production and
filmmaking in an unstable context such as Lelbanon.
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Speaker

Cyril Aris is a Lebanese director, screenwriter, and member of the Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences®. His feature A Sad and Beautiful World
(2025) premiered at Venice (Giornate Degli Autori), won the Audience Award, and
was Lelbanon's official Oscar® entry. His acclaimed documentaries Dancing on the
Edge of a Volcano (2023) and The Swing (2018) both premiered at Karlovy Vary and
received multiple international awards.
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