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As we embark on the 8th edition of AFLAMUNA
Connection, formerly known as Beirut Cinema
Platform, we are witnessing unfolding horrors in
the Arab region which are culminating in
genocide, ethnic cleansing and starvation in
Palestine. The atrocities inflicted on our region and
the news from around the world continue to
worsen beyond belief. Much like Arab storytellers,
we refuse to give in and choose to fight, to tell our
stories, and to stand with justice in the face of
colonialism and vicious greed. This grim reality
only amplifies our commitment to support the
voices of Arab independent filrmnmakers.

This year, our selection comprises 14 projects that
reflect diverse narratives emerging from our
region. Among them are 11 feature projects in
development, including fiction, docu-fiction, and
documentaries, alongside 3 films in post-produc-
tion. These projects come from Sudan, lIraqg,
Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Syria, Jordan, Palestine,
and Saudi Arabia, weaving stories from across the
Arab region.

Collaborating with Film Independents GMM
program, AFLAMUNA provides tailored support
for filmmakers, covering scriptwriting, directing,
production, distribution, and impact. Through
consultations and masterclasses, participants
gain insights from seasoned filmmakers to
navigate the challenges of making independent
and engaged films in this day and age. The
program concludes with three days of meetings
with 90+ international film professionals, offering
networking opportunities and potential collabora-
tions.

In our selection this year, a powerful thread
emerges: the stories of individuals battling socie-
tal chains or finding strength in the midst of
turmoil. These narratives are bold declarations,
asserting that amidst shadows, hope persists for
a more just and humane world. They echo the
transformative power of cinema, inspiring shifting
narratives and fostering change.
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Jury Memlbers

du,e Sdgw  Soleil Gharbieh old Lebanon

Soleil joined AFAC as a Grants manager in 2017, managing both AFAC
filrn programs, Documentary and Cinema, and the Music Program.
Before joining AFAC, Soleil lived in Cairo, Egypt, where she became
heavily involved in the local independent music scene working with the
Cairo Jazz Club Agency. Through her role with AFAC, Soleil sat on
different filmn funding panels and pitching forums in the region and

Olgde Lol Nadia Eliewat Oyl Jordan

Nadia Eliewat is a producer, screenwriter, and script editor best known
for producing and co-writing the Lebanese film MAHBAS (2016). The
Jordanian film WHEN MONALIZA SMILED (2012) and the first OSN
Original YELLOW BUS (2023) premiered at the Toronto International
Film Festival. She is developing the UAE-based company Ta Films slate
as the CEO & Creative Producer. Nadia was an Associate Professor at

98,8 Silims - Angeliki Vergou olgdl  Greece

Angeliki is Head of AGORA, the industry event for the Thessaloniki
International Film Festival (Novemler) and the Thessaloniki Internation-
al Documentary Festival (March). Both events focus on Southeastern
Europe and the Mediterranean region and include various exciting
industry events to connect and inspire filmmmakers while supporting
them in their next steps. She is a DAE member and an alumna of various
ms (MIDPOINT Institute, MFI Institute, Sources2, SOFA).
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wpaadl elowl  Asmae El Moudir

Asmae El Moudir is a Moroccan director, screenwriter and producer.
After several short films, she directed “The Postcard” in 2020 and “The
Mother of All Lies” in 2023. The film won Best Director at “Un Certain
Regard” and the “Golden Eye” for Best Documentary at Cannes. It was
then shortlisted for the Oscars and selected and awarded 25 times at
nuMerous international festivals.

Eliane Raheb is a Lelbanese director. She directed several award-win-
ning short films and documentaries. Her main achievements include

Wl & . the documentary titles “Sleepless Nights” and “Those Who Remain’, a
. I “i i * i i'gl . o feature documentary that has participated in more than 60 film
uy) festivals and won the prestigious Etoile de la Scam award. Her third
* feature documentary, “Miguel's War” premiered at the Berlinale Panora-

ma in 2021, winning the Teddy Award for Best Feature Film.
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y . : * : Evrim Ersoy is a filln consultant, programmer, and producer. Born in
. . Turkey and raised in the UK, Evrim was educated in Criminal Psychology
. o . before working in film criticism writing for well-established print maga-
. o . zines such as Electric Sheep, Verite, and Time Out Istanbul. His current
. o o work credits as a producer include “Hostile Dimensions”, “To Fire You
. o o Come At Last’, and festivals as a programmer include Beyond Fest (Los
. o Angeles), Motelx (Lisbon), and Imagine Film Festival (Amsterdam).
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zh3l9 gipliaw s Scriptwriting & Directing

cdl pbyo  Myriam El Hajj

Myriam El Hajj is a Lebanese filmmmaker and actress. Her first documen-
tary film, “Tréve” (A Time to Rest), premiered at Visions du Réel-Nyon,
before touring in many international festivals where it won several
awards, including the “Prix Deécouverte Audiovisuelle” de la SCAM. Her
second documentary film, “Diaries from Lebanon’, premiered in Berlina-
le-Panorama in February 2024.
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oSS &gy Ruth Atkinson

wwgo adg  Oualid Mouaness

Qualid Mouaness is an award-winning director, writer, and producer. His
work encompasses narrative and documentary features, music films,
music videos, and commercials.

His debut feature "1982" won awards, including the NETPAC Award and
a FIPRESCI Prize. His short film "The Rifle, The Jackal, The Wolf, and The
Boy" was Oscar-shortlisted. Mouaness is the recipient of the Khayrallah
Prize 2021 and is a Sundance Institute Fellow.
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Ruth Atkinson is a Canadian, Los Angeles-based script consultant and
story editor who has been helping writers, directors, and producers tell
their stories for over 20 years. Ruth has story edited and consulted on
award-winning, internationally distributed shorts, features, and
television series screened at high-profile festivals, in theaters globally
and on North American cable and streamers. In addition to 111 project
consulting, she is an advisor for many of Film Independent’s talent
development programs. She is also the facilitator and lead mentor of
the prestigious Whistler Film Festival Screenwriters Lab, held annually in
British Columbia.
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9ug luww  Sisa Bueno

dihe W)  Rania Attieh

Rania Attieh won the 2015 Independent Spirit Award “Someone to
watch!” She is also a 2014 Guggenheim Fellow and 2012 U.S. Rockefeller
Fellow in film.

She has co-written, co-directed, and produced four feature films with
her partner, Daniel Garcia. Their filrms have been screened in prestigious
museums and Film festivals worldwide. Rania is developing the “Queen
of the Falls” feature film and “Everybody Knows” series for FX. She
teaches directing at Columbia University's MFA program.
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Sisa Bueno is a filmmaker dedicated to exploring powerful ripple effects
within humanity. She studied film production and interactive technolo-
gies at the Tisch School of the Arts at NYU. Sisa completed a short film
for Al Jazeera/AJ+ related to the Afro-Bolivian constitutional movement
called "Afrobolivianos Presente! She is currently an adjunct instructor at
her alma mater, Tisch-NYU, and a traveling instructor for the Film
Independent Global Media Makers program.
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und plw Jad  Faissal Sam Shaib

Faissal Sam Shaib is a Production Manager, Writer, and Producer who
worked on Netflix's “Making a Murderer” and several independent films
and documentaries, currently on Netflix, Hulu, and Disney Plus. He is
currently in post-production as a producer on Pinch, an Indian feature,
and starting the festival run for Arze, a Lebanese feature film he
co-wrote and produced. He also produced multiple award-winning
short films.
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A aadgl  Olivier Catherin

Olivier Catherin is an ethnologist by training. He worked for the French
Animation Film Association and created the International Animation
Day for the ASIFA. In 2008, he created the production company "Les
Trois Ours". From 2015 to 2018 he oversaw the animation sector for the
Hauts-de-France region and is now a freelance producer and anima-
tion consultant. He won two César and one European Film Award. He's
also teaching animation production.
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Owlw pbyo  Myriam Sassine

Myriam Sassine produced award-winning films such as "Costa Brava,
Lelbanon" by Mounia Akl, "1982" by Oualid Mouaness, "Panoptic' by Rana
Eid, "Dancing on the Edge of a VVolcano' by Cyril Aris, and "Diaries from
Lebanon" by Myriam El Hajj. In 2016, she co-founded the Maskoon
Fantastic Film Festival, the first in the Arab region. She manages AFLA-
MUNA Connection and co-heads Tatino Films “Full Circle Lab
Nouvelle-Aguitaine” international training program.
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d>9) gub e Nadim Cheikhrouha

Graduated from HEC Paris in 1998, Nadim held various positions within
TF1 Films Production, Tps Cinéma, and Mandarin Films before becom-
ing a producer at Screen Runner, Jade Productions, and, since 2014,
Tanit Films.

TF1 Films Production dSns g dalizo Cuolio J2uug 1998 sle HEC Parls deols (o ool @i
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2014 ale duo Tanit Filmsg




Goyj ol Hedi Zardi

Hedi brings over 20 years of experience across various film and TV
industry sectors, with a profound understanding of the global
landscape. Zardi serves as the director of the Atlas Workshops, the
industry and talent development program launched in 2018 by the
Marrakech International Film Festival.
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uoge Lol Nadia Awad

Nadia Awad is an interdisciplinary artist and writer focusing on narrative
and justice. For over fifteen years, she has produced media on the lives
of LGBT, HIV-affected, and MENA communities. Nadia has written albout
filrn, memory, and power for “The New Inquiry”, “The Journal of Palestine
Studies”, and “Camera Olbscura”. Two forthcoming scholarly works,
Terrorism in American Memory and a study on Middle Eastern asylum
seekers, will feature her art.
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Rock, Paper, Sea

B i et

SameRac, Poer, S
.

Director & Producer

REIgle WA

randamali@ucla.edu

rao  Egypt

Randa Ali is a director, writer & producer
between Los Angeles and Cairo. In 2024, Her
filmm  “Mango” participated in the 46th
Clermont-Ferrand Short Film international
competition. Her films explore alienation and
the desire to connect in a constantly chang-
ing world. She graduated fromm UCLAs MFA
directing program, receiving a full-ride schol-
arship offered to Aralbb women filrmnmakers.
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Set in the summer of 2001, Rock, Paper, Sea
follows Maha, an 11-year-old girl who learns that
her father, who has been living in Kuwait for a year,
will not join for the promised summer holidays.
She creates an alternate reality, and with the help
of a new friend, she tries to solve the mystery
behind his albbsence.
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Producer
Mona El Husseini

mMonahusseini9@
gmail.com

rao  Egypt

Mona El Husseini is a dancer and visual artist.
IN 2023, she premiered Creatrix, a dance duet
with her mother, and published “Family
Portraits” graphic memoir, at the Montreal
Arts Interculturels. Mona is interested in how
stories are transmitted, shared, and told
through the body across generations. She
studied International Business and Contem-
porary Dance at Concordia University and
the Cairo Contemporary Dance Center.
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Finding Oum Al Ghaith

Director
Abeer Bayazidi

abeer@
commongood.me

vyl Jordan

With over a decade in sustainability and
content, Abeer shines in storyteling and
merging environmental and social justice.
Directing 'Finding Oum Al Ghaith" and
leading at Greener Screen, she recently
joined The Climate Tribe as a content
producer. As a co-founder of Common
Good, she drives sustainable, fair futures
through art, underscoring her dedication to
the environment.
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Three women lead their commmunity to conserve
water in a drought-stricken land, mirroring ancient
rainmaking rituals tied to the folkloric figure Oum
Al-Ghaith. The ritual consists of indigenous
women and children crafting Oum Al-Ghaith
sculptures and singing songs for the much-need-
ed rain. The film portrays this indigenous ritual and
the three women as modern-day Oum Al-Ghaith
figures.
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Producer
Bassam Alasad

b@bassamalasad
com

vyl Jordan

Producer, PGA, and DAE member. Bassam is
currently working as the Managing Director
of CMS Gulf and Greener Screen. He
produced many projects in the past 17 years,
of which his latest projects were" Born a King"
and" Champions". He is currently working on
the upcoming" Montreal" and "Finding Oum
Al Ghaith" feature films.

Bassam Alasad heads the Amman Fim
Industry Days at AIFF since 2021.
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Dancing on Fire

Director
Hana Alomair

hnalomair@
gmail.com

Saudi Arabia
gl duyell dllooll

Hana Alomair is the writer and director of the
short films: "The Complaint" and "Swan Song"
She's the co-writer and director of the first
Saudi Netflix original mini-series "Whispers"
(2020), the writer of Sharshaf, the Saudi
feature winner of the Red Sea Lodge grant
(2020), and the showrunner of “Khoyout
Almaazeeb’, a period piece shot in Saudi
(2023).
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IN 1928, in the pre-oil era, during the rainfall dance
celebrations, love grows between Amoosh and
Nafla, who fights to marry him despite her family’'s
disapproval. Her attempts to blend in with his
family fail while he's absent on long trading trips,
leaving her lonely and depriving her of dancing,
her sole source of joy. Nafla confronts difficult
choices.
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d=xiedl Producer
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How Legw  Soha Samir

samirsoha@gmail.com

Soha has worked as a Project Manager for
USAID, and Social Media and Content Devel-
opment Manager for a Major TV Network.
She graduated with honors from The Higher
Institute of Cinema. Samir puts her passion
and experience into developing impactful
films for filmmakers from the Arab region. Her
first feature as a producer and scriptwriter
won a Red Sea Souk award in 2022.

gan § dsnedl digeall R)liwo §lol § yow aw doe
Soiznall 56h5 e Blnidly (eloizdl Lolgdl Jslug 3lolg
Jlall sgmoll (o B diyoy uziss GRS Ugsals Al
rasbio 2Ll & Lainso ledsd aw B35 dmyinoS Lodpul)
ﬂ_@ Cl.b)ﬁ?.” dohiall o PM‘X\ EUJCLJ Olldaollg pﬂﬂ:”
ol Gad 1" gy)lisas dplSg datioS Jodl yghll Jlg,J! Lgalid

2022 jo031 ol Ggw § 835l " Uyl A8l




Wils Documentary

Through the daily events and the memories of the
two directors’ relationship that started in 2020, the
filmm showcases a form of living in a war-torn
country, uncovering their premonitions about the
problematic relationship with the city while the
possibilities of immigration open up.
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Director
Alayham Ali

alayhamali98@
gmail.com

Lygw Syria

Alayham Ali is a Medical Engineering gradu-
ate. He has been working in animation and
editing for 6 years, and he directed his first
stop-motion film, “Fed Up” in 2019, to be
followed by his second short filln “The Barn”
in 2022, produced by the National Organiza-
tion of Cinema. He participated in several
cinema workshops, the most recent one with
Stories Film Lab for documentary film devel-
opment in Damascus in 2023.
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Director

Amr Alshashou

amralchachou369@
gmail.com

Lygw Syria

Amr al-Shashou graduated from the
Pharmacy Faculty while engaging in many
local and international reading competitions
and achieving advanced ranks. He has
worked in content creation, writing, and
translation for several years. He participated
in Stories Film Lab in 2023, where he devel-
oped and wrote his first film.
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Producer

Sasha Ayoub

sasha.ayoub@
gmail.com

Vil

Lygw Syria

Film Producer and editor worked
independently and with media companies in
the production and distribution of documen-
tary films. Worked as an editing consultant in
a First-time filmmaker workshop and a
programmer at the “Dox Box” documentary
filmm festival and others. She is currently a
producer and executive manager of “Stories
Film Lab” in Damascus.

Lasuigis duisoll A8 L] § calac 51018 8500 doniio
AU 0 san) d8lgoS cilae Jatuo Sy LoS Sl 2o
cdoeg "8,0 Jol g0 Joe dutyg oeowd gliigo ddrieg
2l6Y bygw Oloygo's "Rlg) Loduw abl" dloygo 3 dswopoS
"dud jy)giw pisw" £9 ol 8009 deiinS Josig " Jubgoll

‘d@bgﬂ pﬂ\QEH )ggb,J
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American Dream

Director
Amir EI-Shenawy

amirshenawy@
gmail.com

Amir El-Shenawy, an Egyptian filmmaker,
gained recognition with his debut feature
documentary "Kilo 64" premiering at the
Cairo International Film Festival in 2018. The
filln earned nominations for Best Arab Film
and Best Artistic Contribution and won the
First Feature Film Award at the National
Festival for Egyptian Cinema. His short docu-
mentary "EDRIS" received a Special Mention
at the Carthage Film Festival in Tunisia in
2022.
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Inspired by the popularity of American-based
World Wrestling Entertainmment (WWE), a group of
male and female wrestling enthusiasts in Ismailia,
Egypt, come together to practice, promote and
produce WWE-style events. Despite having
limited resources but possessing unwavering
determination, they are prepared to revolutionize
their lives and chase after aspirations of interna-
tional recognition both inside and outside the ring.
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Producer
Ahmed Abdelsalam

afathyabdelsalam@
gmail.com

Ahmed Abdelsalam, director and producer,
holds an MA in Film Directing from MetFilm
School London. His debut, CAI-BER, won
Best Arab Short Film at EIGouna Star in 2021.
Abdelsalam began as an assistant director of
filrns and series like Eshtebak (2016), Tayea
(2018), and Qabeel (2019). He is currently
between Cairo and London, producing and
directing diverse projects.
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Dry sky .don't Rain

Director
lbrahim Omar

ibrahim.omar.n@
gmail.com

Olsgudl Sudan

lbrahim Omar, a Sudanese director. Studied
cinema at the Higher Institute of Cinema in
Cairo and holds a diploma from the French
University in Egypt. He founded "Port Sudan
Film Days". Additionally, he launched "Short," a
fillm magazine, and established the Sudan
Film Institute in 2022. Over the past decade,
he has directed and produced films for
television channels like Al Jazeera.

& 0wou9Sl doys e ol g ¢r50 roe pualy]
Lol pgls Gle Juolog 8y alally Lotul) Jlell sgaoll
SLulS ~SHORT" dloxo uddo oo & diubdll daolal
"ol Ologadie AL 2009 udbo yuadll el
Olgiadl JIls dgriols @lgid d3e) Lidiog 5,50 Jac

dwaloll pdell
doyouny laiswll dmbo Lle Gnty dyoilg LaIST oy 5T LaS
§ dossio dsloiw dxbio Jol oo dglgull Ll
' T dplogud! dlouall

On his way back to his hometown, Ibrahim
endeavors to build what he has dreamt of all his
life. However, he faces a fate intertwined with the
memories of the past in the village. Alongside his
friend and their donkey, he strives relentlessly to
break free from this constraint.
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dzwiiedl Producer

d

Gogilll camgy dlll &)l Aya Tallah Yusuf Ellyboudy

aya.ellyboudy@
gmailcom

rao  Egypt

Aya Yusuf, an Egyptian Producer, Director,
and Editor, co-founded “Shoghl Cairo
Pictures” in 2020. With a Mass Communica-
tions degree from Cairo University, she
delved into documentary filmmaking after
joining “See Media Production” in 2013. Her
editing credits include award-winning films
like "From Cairo," on Netflix.
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EDITION 96

Director
Ahmad Nalboulsi

ahmadnaboulsi@
oobconcept.net

ol Lebanon

Ahmad Nabulsi is an independent filrmnmaker
who has won many awards and recognition.
His passion is to explore the complexity of
different social dynamics and how culture
shapes our world perception. Ahmad has
been working on merging documentary and
fiction for many years, which was evident in
his latest film, Black Mouse, which was a great
success.
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In the late seventies, a sixteen-year-old Suzan is
determined to become a tennis champion. She
falls in love with the game while also falling for
"Labib," who convinces her she is an "unfading
star! In her seventies, she reconstructs her memo-
ries today by narrating inspiring events from her
past. She reflects on her championship history,
which molded her into a resilient woman who
defied wair, traditions, and religious extremism.
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Producer
Zeina Badran

zbadran@
spotlessmindfilms
com

ol Lebanon

Zeina Badran is a producer and founder of
“Spotless Mind Films” She has produced
short films, music videos, and commercials.
She recently wrapped two feature films,
"Valley of Exile" as line producer that
premiered at “Cinequest Filmm Festival” on
August 2023, and "Arze" as producer to
premiere in the Fall of 2024.
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About Rym and Maryam

Director
Mirvet Kammmoun

mirvet_medini@
yahoofr

owgl Tunisia

Mirvet Kammoun is a Tunisian film director,
screenwriter, and producer with a Ph.D. in
Arts and Sciences of the Arts from Sorbonne
University. Her first short film, Nejma, was
selected and awarded at many festivals. In
2017, she released “The Noces d'Epines’, and
“Hayat” in 2021, which received the Audience
Award at the Geneva International Oriental
Film Festival FIFOG in 2021.
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Two teenage twin girls fromm a working-class
neighborhood in Tunis experience a train
accident resulting in the amputation of one of
their legs. When society fails them and leaves
them to their fate, they must search for solutions
to reclaim their lives and rebuild their identities. Do
they dare dream of the future again two years
after the tragedy?
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Producer
Mark Lotfy

mark@
figleafstudios.com

Mark Lotfy is an Egyptian producer and
director. He established “Fig Leaf Studios” in
2005, focusing on the work of emerging
filrnmakers, quickly rising to become one of
the region's most prominent independent
production companies. Mark also estab-
lished, with fellow filmmakers, "Cinedelta" an
Independent Documentary Film School that
aims to create opportunities for young
filmmakers through exchanges with interna-
tional film experts.
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Ayin Hara (Evil Eye)

Director
Yasir Kareem

yasirkareem86@
gmail.com

dh=ll Irag

Iraqi director Yasir Kareem's debut short film
“Kingdom of Garlbage”, received a Special
Jury Mention

at the Tribeca Film Festival (2015), and won
the best short at the Malmo Arab Film
Festival, Sweden (2016). Yasir received

his MA in film directing from Erasmus+
Kinoeyes European Movie Master.
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In a future marked by desertification and drying of
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in lrag, Dunia is
tasked with finding the last island with water
protected by an old Jinn. Failure means a lifelong
imprisonment with no chance of escape until her
eventual demise.
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miiedl Producer
olasll oo Mohammed Al-Ghadhban

alghdhban@
rolaig.com

&=l Irag

Mohammed Al-Ghadhlban is the founder of
“Rola Productions Company” and worked as
an Associate Producer on the feature film
“Baghdad Messi” by Sahim Omar Khalifa
(2023), CO-Producer on the feature docu-
mentary fillm “Immortals” by Maja Tschumi
(2024), Line Producer on the feature docu-
mentary film “Charbbon” by Manu Riche
(2024), Producer on the feature film “Red Bus
In Baghdad” by Ali Mohammed Saeed
(2025).
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Running with Beasts

Director
Leila Basma

leilabasma94@
gmail.com

ol Lebanon

Leila is a Lebanese filmmaker and photogra-
pher currently based between Beirut and
Prague. She holds a BA in audiovisual arts
from IESAV and an MFA in Film Directing
froorn FAMU. Leila's graduation filmm Sea Salt
premiered at the Venice IFF La Biennale in the
official Orizzonti Competition. Leila is current-
ly developing various film and photography
projects.
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Amid the Lebanese economic crisis, a group of
five high schoolers meets one last time after
graduation to finalize their secret plan which
guarantees to afford their approaching dreams.
The plan is dangerous, and fun, but adulthood
and responsibilities are very near. Their bodies are
transforming, their appetite, their tastes, their
cravings. None of them has imagined the big
consequences of their actions.
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Producer
Natalia Paviove

natalia@
otherstoriesfilms.com

Czech Republic
syl

Natalia holds an MA in Producing from FAMU.
She produced acclaimed shorts like Vinland
and Sea Salt, which were celebrated at
festivals such as Venice IFF, Karlovy Vary IFF,
and Cairo IFF. Currently, she is collaborating
with  emerging female directors. She is
EURODOC and IDFA Academy alumna and
a Czech National Film Awards nominee.
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da>pell  Director
wwdiw chluw  Sondos Shabayek

sondos.shabayek@
gmail.com

rao Egypt

Sondos Shabayek is an Egyptian filmmaker,
acting coach, and intimacy coordinator
based in Berlin. She has over 14 years of
experience working with actors and non-ac-
tors, facilitating storytelling workshops, docu-
menting personal narratives, and directing
theatre performances about women and
gender-based stories.

Confined in a room in Cairo with her cousin
Karima, Huda the cleaning lady, and Omar, her
boyfriend, Sarah struggles to uncover what
happened. Over 90 real-time minutes, we witness
her odyssey as she gambles everything to
disclose the truth: he is indeed her boyfriend, they
engaged in premarital sexual relations, and he
raped her last night.

Producer
Kesmat El Sayed

kesmat@
seerafiims.org

rao Egypt

Kesmat El Sayed is a producer and co-found-
er of “See Media Production” Cairo and
“Seera Films Gmbh” Berlin, created to
produce creative documentaries and fiction
films by global Arab, Asian, and African
filmmakers, amplifying systemically under-
represented voices. She has produced
documentaries for established and first-time
filrmnmakers, focusing on women directors
and stories.
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YOU ARE ONE STEP AWAY FROM STREAMING
THE BEST ARAB INDEPENDENT FILMS FOR FREE
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Projects -
Work In Progress

Salimi - Untold Stories othwdd  Palestine
Bg> wgge
Moondove ol  Lebanon

A Butterfly Hug Olsgudl/ rao  Egypt/ Sudan

duSomo 1 yaual - dowluw
Salimi - Untold Stories

Director
Nidal Badarny

nidal.badarny@
gmail.com

othuwld Palestine

A theater actor and filmimaker, Nidal founded
numerous independent theater and film
projects in Palestine, including the play "The
Comedy Trio" (2012). Since 2010, he has
presented hundreds of comedic perfor-
mances addressing political and social
issues in Palestine and beyond. In the realm
of cinema, Nidal directed his first film, "Villag-
ers' in 2015, "80 of March" in 2013, and
"Waiting for Godot" in 2019.
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Nidal, a Palestinian stand-up comedian, docu-
ments the final years of his mother, Salimi, aged
72. In 2017, while preparing a new stand-up
comedy routine, Salimi suffered a stroke, leading
to her passing. Salimi's loss compelled Nidal to
confront internal battles and unearth untold
stories from his past, revealing a side of himself he
had never dared to expose.
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Moondove

Director
Karim Kassem

kassem.karimb@
gmail.com

ol Lebanon

Born and raised in Beirut, Karim is an
award-winning filmmmaker. He has completed
four features in the past five years, which
have toured and premiered at international
festivals, “Only the Winds” (2020), “Octopus”
(2021), which won best filn at IDFA 2021,
“Thiiird” (2022), and  “Moondove” (2024)
which the IDFA Bertha Fund and AFAC
supported.
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Docu-fiction

The harvest is here, yet an abnormal drought is
causing water problems in the village. Annually, a
play is staged; this year, it's titled "Departures.”
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Woils Documentary

Director & Producer

Sally Abobasha

sallyabobasha2009@
gmail.com

rao Egypt

Sally Abobasha, a Cairo-based filmmaker,
excels in portraying intimate stories of
ordinary people. With a degree in Media &
Production fromm Cairo University, she has
honed her skills through Hunter College and
Sundance Institute courses. Her work, includ-
ing 12 short documentaries, has earned
acclaim at international festivals and TV
channels like Aljazeera Documentary, BBC,
and Alghad.
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A coming-of-age documentary that follows
Shahd, a teenager with a rare fatal genetic skin
disease, Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB). Struggling
with the complications of her condition, Shahd
faces challenges in pursuing her passion for
filmmaking and creating online content. The film
explores her journey to discover her talents,
overcome the societal stigma, and find her place
in the world despite the obstacles posed by her
illness.
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Producer
Talal Afifi

talal@
sudanfilmfactory.com

olsgudl  Sudan

Talal Afifi, a Sudanese film producer, founded
and oversees the "Sudan Filmm Factory" in
Khartoum. Since 2010, he's been a sought-af-
ter figure in the industry, focusing on Africa
and Arabic-speaking regions. Afifi trains
young Sudanese talents, producing over 40
short films, some winning prestigious awards
worldwide. He established in 2014 the Sudan
Independent Film Festival, connecting Suda-
nese and African filmmakers globally.
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CNC Award

AN €8000 cash prize cered by the “Centre National du Cinéma
et de llmage Animee". Assigned by AFLAMUNA Connection 8th
edition Jury to a feature, fiction, docufiction, or documentary film.

Hedgehog Award

An in-kind prize for a project in post-production phase covering
online color grading and DCP creation, to be completed within 8
days.

Jll=d

ART Award
A $5000 cash prize awarded by the “Arab Radio and Television
Network” (ART) for a Fiction or Docu-Fiction Project in Develop-

International Film Festival Rotterdam Producer’'s Lab
Award

AN Invitation for a film project’'s producer to participate in the
Rotterdam Lalb, including travel and accommodation, awarded
by IFFR Pro.

Pop Up Film Residency Award
A tailor-made residency program for a project in development,
excluding travel costs. Awarded by Pop Up Film Residency team.
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Case Study
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Goodbye Julia
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Director Mohamed Kordofani unveils the
behind-the-scenes story of “Goodbye Julia”, his
groundbreaking first feature that made history
by being the first Sudanese film to be selected
at the Cannes Film Festival in 2023. Mohamed
retraces the film's journey from its inception to
its triumphant release. He also shares his

unigque insights into the creative process, his
challenges in the production and financing
phases, and the film's distribution journey.

dwlzdl §ls]  Moderator

Lebanon-based Myriam Sassine produced award-winning films such
as "Costa Brava, Lebanon" by Mounia Akl, "1982" by Oualid Mouaness,
"Panoptic" by Rana Eid, "Dancing on the Edge of a Volcano' by Cyril Aris,
and "Diaries from Lebanon” by Myriam El Hajj. In 2016, she co-founded
the Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival, the first in the Arab region. She
manages AFLAMUNA Connection and co-heads Tatino Films' “Full
Circle Lab Nouvelle-Aquitaine” international training program.
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Tatino Films dasyud gl "Full Circle Lab Nouvelle-Aquitaine” JgaJl

Saxiadl  Speaker

Mohamed Kordofani, 2 Sudanese aircraft engineer turned filmmaker,
is known for his award-winning short films like NYERKUK. His debut
feature, "Goodbye Julia', premiered at Cannes 2023, winning the Prix de
la Liberté. He co-founded Klozium Studios, based in Sudan & UAE,
which co-produced and executed the "Goodbye Julia"
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Masterclass
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Patriarchal Discourses in
Egyptian Cinema:
A Feminist Perspective
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An insightful masterclass that delves into the
representation of women in Egyptian cinema,
from the creation of the fermme fatale to the
objectification of women and pervasive patriar-
chal discourses. Salma El Tarzi will examine
how female desire, sexuality, and themes of
rape are depicted alongside the dynamics of
love relations and gender. These narratives will
be dissected through film excerpts, offering
critical analysis and strategies for crafting more
inclusive and empowering stories.
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Salma EIl Tarzi is an Egyptian artist, director, and researcher based in
Cairo. Her work spans across filmmaking, videos, comics, and writing.
Over recent years, El Tarzi has explored various concepts concerning
representation policies and power dynamics in artistic work. Since 2018,
she has been involved in an artistic research project focusing on the
representation of desire and the manifestations of parental discourse in
Egyptian commercial cinema (currently pending publication).
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Panel

Asmae el Moudir, Afef Ben Mahmoud, and
Myriam El Hajj, accomplished filmmmakers and
producers, discuss post-production challeng-
es. They share invaluable insights on navigating
financing hurdles, logistical complications, and
the creative process of rewriting films during
editing and sound design. This candid conver-
sation unravels their journey in bringing
cinematic visions to life, highlighting the
complexities and triumphs encountered.

duwlxdl §ls]  Moderator
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In collaboration with

Myriam El Hajj is a Lebanese filmmaker and actress. Her first docu-
mentary film, “Tréve” (A Time to Rest), premiered at Visions du
Reel-Nyon, before touring in many international festivals where it won
several awards, including the “Prix Découverte Audiovisuelle” de la
SCAM. Her second documentary film, “Diaries from Lebanon’,
premiered in Berlinale-Panorama in February 2024.
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RAWIYAT is a collective of women filmmmakers
from the Aralb Region, & the diaspora. aiming to
foster a supportive and egalitarian market to
shape a fair, healthy, sustainable, and transpar-
ent film industry accessible across gender,
generations, class, ethnicity, and borders.

vgiaxiadl  Panelists

Afef Ben Mahmoud holds a diploma in scriptwriting and direction and
a Master of Research in Image Design. From an early age, Afef dashed
into a rich artistic career, initially as a dancer and then as an actress. She
held lead roles and earned the Best Actress award in 2021 at the Cairo
IFF for her role in “Streams” by Mehdi Hmili. Afef recently co-directed
and co-produced “Backstage”, which premiered in competition at
Giornate degli Autori.
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Asmae El Moudir is a Moroccan director, screenwriter and producer.
After several short films, she directed “The Postcard” in 2020 and “The
Mother of All Lies” in 2023. The filmm won Best Director at “Un Certain
Regard” and the “Golden Eye” for Best Documentary at Cannes. It was
then shortlisted for the Oscars and selected and awarded 25 times at
NnumMerous international festivals.
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