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Ranja is deeply passionate about cinema, holding positions as a Director, Producer, and
Cinematographer. Additionally, he engages in street photography. He has actively participated
in over 20 international film festivals across different countries, showcasing his short films such
as "Same Room," "A Piece of Land," "Why Us?," and "Come with Me Covid."
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Ali Ranja
Founder of Wedonet agency in Irag, Co-Founder
of Consultancy and Facilitation "Pell" agency
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Mustafa Bassel, an inspiring and creative filmmaker, embarked on a boundless passion for the
world of cinema. With moderate experience in the fields of editing and sound, | believe | stand
out with a distinctive artistic vision and sensitivity to details. | can seamlessly blend technical
skills with artistic innovation, creating impactful moments that profoundly impact the audience.
| live to tell stories and express emotions and ideas through the language of cinema, firmly
believing in the importance of art in transforming reality and stimulating thought.
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Mostafa Bassel

Head of the Cinema Department
at the Book Forum for Culture
and Education Foundation.
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| am Mahmoud Omar Hassan, 20 years old, residing in Dohuk. | graduated from the
Institute of MLT. | took part as a screenwriter in the Nuhat Film Workshop associated
with the Dohuk Film Festival, where my project secured a financial grant.
Additionally, | played a role as an actor in a feature Kurdish film that will be
showcased at the Dohuk Film Festival.
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NMahmoud Omar Hassan
Student
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A graduate of the University of Baghdad, College of Fine Arts, with a major in Cinema and
Television, specializing in Directing. Achieving the first position in the department, she is
actively involved in the field of media and various creative activities.

Aya Ageel Hassan

Media
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With over six years of diverse communication experience, | have excelled in roles such as
Executive Producer, Assistant Director, and Social Media content creator. | thrive on
crafting compelling narratives, as demonstrated by my debut short documentary, "Once
More" (2022). As a versatile storyteller, | bring enthusiasm, commitment, and a keen eye
for detail to every role, fostering meaningful connections and driving positive change
through the power of communication.

Raghad Ablas

Executive-Producer
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Filmmaker and Senior Media Professional with 15 years of experience, having worked with
international organizations, local companies, and satellite channels.

P.I.lST&)bo o
Ali Laith

filmmaker
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Born on October 9th, 1994, Lanya is a Kurdish filmmaker with a diverse educational background. Holding two
Bachelor's degrees, one in accounting and the other in filmmaking, she has been actively engaged in the filmmaking
and art industry since 2018.

Her roles have encompassed various positions, including the first assistant director, creative director, and script
supervisor. In 2019-2020, she marked her debut with the film "Three Days in Ten Years," delving into the life of
Sakina Jansis. During the same period, she created her second short film, "Old Me," exploring the narrative of a
young girl coping with schizophrenia. Additionally, she ventured into experimental filmmaking with "Another Earth."

Lanya has actively participated in numerous workshops, festivals, and seminars dedicated to art and filmmaking.
Throughout her professional journey, she collaborated with esteemed companies. Recognized for her skills, Lanya
stands as one of the top three first assistant directors in the north of Kurdistan.
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Lanya Nooralddin

Assistant director
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Born in Baghdad, my artistic journey started in 2015, delving into poetry and short story writing.

| collaborated with a small group of young filmmakers in Baghdad to conceive and develop projects for short
films.

In 2021, | worked as assistant director alongside the Egyptian director Adel Adib for a drama/television project
titled "The Red Zone." | actively participated in producing a feature documentary about the life of the late Iraqgi
monologist Aziz Ali, directed by Munir Salah. Additionally, | assumed the executive director position for
commercial advertisements for Al-Aouj Company. Collaborating with a group of young writers, | contributed to
creating several series for Iraqgi television since 2021.

In 2022, | served as an assistant director for the Iragi-American director Adi Rashid in his feature film "Adam'’s
Hymns." Upon completing the filming of "Adam's Hymns," | embarked on my maiden project, a short
documentary/fiction film currently in production.
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Ali Ishmaell

Writer, filmmaker
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| am Jacob Raed, 26 years old, an Iragi poet, and cinephile. | graduated from the Baghdad Oil
Training Institute with a diploma degree in oil analysis. Apart from my technical background, |
have written numerous critigues articles on cinema, and translated two for the "Eye on Cinema"
website. The first one delves into the cinema of Parajanov, and the second “Cinema and Its
Ghosts: An Interview with Jacques Derrida”. Additionally, | conducted a seminar on Akira
Kurosawa's cinema at the Samawa Cinema Club. | attend various webinars on different cinema-
related topics.
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Jacob Raed Jabbar

Journalist
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| am a television and film director who studied cinema at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Baghdad. Additionally, | am a writer and have published several books, including stories,
novels, and cultural journalism. My portfolio includes the completion of numerous
television programs and documentaries. Furthermore, | have written and directed
television series for various channels in Irag and Yemen. | currently reside in Belgium,
but | am always in Baghdad.
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Asaad Al-Hilali

writer, filmamker
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Mortada Kadim, born in Baghdad in 2000, is passionate about art, cinema, and music.
Graduating as the top-ranked student from the French language department. Mortada
has directed two French films, with the first being filmed in Irag and receiving awards.
After representing Irag in a documentary film course, his second film was produced in
Paris, France. Additionally, Mortada has gained experience as a trainee translator at the
Iragi Translators Association.
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Fine Arts student majoring in Film Directing. Photographer with documentaries and
feature films. Additionally, | am the founder of the Film Club in Basra.
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| am lIzzaldine Firas, born in 2001, holding a diploma in electrical technologies. My
passion lies in cinema, and | aspire to become a filmmaker or storyteller due to the
abundance of untold stories around me. | have been working as a photographer in a
production company in Basra, Iraqg, for over two years. | have actively participated in the
production of three documentaries and two feature films, one of which was showcased
at the Duhok International Festival. Looking ahead, | have plans to embark on numerous
short projects in the coming year.
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Firas |lzzaldin
Photographer
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Malath Al-Awsi is an independent journalist from Wasit Governorate. Her professional
journey includes roles as a director and program editor in radio. Additionally, she
contributes to the Iragi Coalition for Youth, Peace, and Security. Malath was an assistant
director on the film "One More Time" and the series "The Shadow of the River."

Malath Al-Awsi

Journalist,
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| am an lIragi journalist and the production manager at "Sound Studio" in Irag. Since
2009, I've been working in international and regional media, contributing to various
international platforms. | am the founding director of the "Women's Voice for
Peacebuilding" platform. | received the Najiba Al-Hamrouni Award in 2019 in Tunisia for
my article on “Women of Mosul After ISIS: Who said the challenges and practices of the
organization have disappeared?"

As a trainer and consultant for international organizations in Irag and Yemen, | focus on
journalistic storytelling and media development. I've worked across written, audio, and
visual journalism, particularly in digital media. Managing numerous media projects, |
collaborated with international organizations in media and human rights, and produced
advocacy campaigns and programs.
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Media producer, director of
"Women's Voice
for Peacebuilding" foundation.
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A young environmental enthusiast and civil activist. He has recently launched a new
studio named Green Castle. The primary objective is to create content to increase
awareness about the impacts of climate change.
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Dilir, 28 years old, from Bawazan, northern Nineveh. | graduated in Computer Science in
2020. | discovered my passion for art and worked as a graphic designer and video
editor. | engaged in volunteer work, freelancing, and joined the Free Yazidi Foundation
as a designer and video creator. Committed to noble causes, | aspire to become a
professional filmmaker with a positive impact.
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Dler Mirza
Filmmmaker
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Ali Raid is a 25-year-old dentist, English teacher, and copywriter from Irag. A published
poet in the Literary Journal of the American University in Slemania and Lebanon's
“Haven for Artists”. Contributes articles to “Iragi Innovators” and “Creative Iraq”, edits
content, and leads a team for “Explore newspaper”. Additionally, he is passionate about
designing and conducting creative workshops and hosting engaging sessions for his
English-speaking book club.
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A message from the dead make two Iragi soldiers and a child,
confront the loss of their fathers' graves after they were demolished by
ISIS.

The trio embarks on an emotional journey, delving into memories and
undertaking a heartfelt search for their final resting places.

Vlgro Gle iyl
directed by Ali Marwan
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Cinematographer, and one of the founders of the “24 Frame Club” for
filmmakers, worked in many fiction and documentary films in Baghdad
and Mosul. Currently working on directing his documentary film
“Sahghaa”.

Vlore Jle

Al Marwan *°
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In Mesopotamia, Safa explores Iragi folklore, driven by a passion for
fashion to choosing the cultural heritage of Iragi nationalities as the
basis for her film, she delves into how attire shapes identity and the
impact of wars on it. Is attire an independent acquisition? or a part of
our history?

oo o zl ]
directed by Safa Mohammed
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Safa Mohammad, a Baghdad-born film director with a master's in
computer science, managed production at “Sumerian Dream”
Company. Engaging in film workshops, she produced "Stories by
Jaber" and was an executive producer for "lrag's Invisible Beauty." She
is currently directing the documentary "Threads of the Earth".
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Director and producer based in Cairo, he is a founder of Seen Films where he has
produced notable films such as Homemade Stories, Out On The Street, and the Mulberry
House, among others. His films have been showcased at prestigious festivals including
IDFA, Berlinale, CPH DOX, Dubai, Thessaloniki, Carthage, as well as the Venice Biennale.
They have also been featured in museums and art institutions.

He wrote ADEF's Trainer's Guide for Filmmaking to Youth and Teens, initiated Terr.so, and
co-directed Hybrid Reels. He headed the industry for Cairo Cinema Days, CineGouna
Platform, and currently leads Seen Studio.

He is one of the main trainers in the AFLAMUNA Impact Program.

Mostafa Youssef
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Jad Abi-Khalil was born in Beirut, Lebanon, and graduated in cinema studies from IESAV -
Saint Joseph University in 1998. He has an extensive background in directing, and
production, having worked on numerous short films and feature documentaries. Since
2007, Abi-Khalil has been actively involved in producing feature documentaries, including
notable works such as "The One Man Village" by Simon El Habre and "Diaries of a Flying
Dog" by Bassem Fayad.

Jad is a founding member of AFLAMUNA (previously known as Beirut DC), a cultural
association for Arab Cinema. He served as the chairman of its board of directors from
2009 to 2013 and held key positions, including head of its DOCmed training program from
2011 to 2013, Beirut Cinema Platform (BCP) from 2015 to 2020, and Good Pitch (,352JL from
2018 to 2020. Since 2021, he has assumed the role of Executive Director at AFLAMUNA.

Jals @i sl

Jad Abi-khali
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Stephano Mendelek is the director of development at AFLAMUNA, where he oversees
institutional strategy, program design, and fundraising.

Stephano Mendelek
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1
1
; What is the status of Arab Independent films?
1

break d=>| iwl

Sdu&56g)l alls3l paslas Lo Lo Selanl &Gyl pludl g Lo
What is a creative documentary film? What are its attributes?

; 12:00

lunch break cli¢ d=>| twl

; 1 ]
:  Shzpsall 48y oo lo 5:30 :
: What is the director's vision? ! : :
F = = = e e e e m m m e m m e m e e e m e e e m e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = e e e = === === e e e e e e e e - ———— = 1

What is the producer’s vision?

C5.miiod] ds ;
'5.qtiall &) oo Lo | 3:00

break d=|yiwl

1 1
: Szlodl & diclovdl Jokodl 3ubis Likow wiuS Sioclon] JSiin K83 ok lioy S :
' How can we develop ideas creatwely’? How can we implement creative soiutions in production? ;
1 1

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Introduction to Film Production
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; Juassy Joog
; Arrival and Preparation
b o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mmeeees
1

: Teld)l pohs dl>ro o Lo
; What is the development cycle of a film?

1

F = = = = e e e e e o mm e e e e e e mm e mm R mm mm R mm M Em Em Em mm R R R Em Em R R Em R R Em mm R Em R A Em Em R mm R Em R mm e e

Sedadll zL] dl> o L Lo
What is the production cycle of a film?

break d=| twl

How to prepare a film File?

nobill yo 9

Development Opportunities

Obo rudl Lle pstl § dzasBgll pUsH 808
The power of film to influence narratives

lunch break clig d=Iytwl

25U e Jlj 39 05 diye a8
Arab films that have had and continue to have an impact

Olgre Gle zlrs] "elioun® LS puads
Film Pitch :: "Sahgaa" by Ali Marwan

break d=| twl

dowo o zlxs] 7o)l bgas el Euads
Film Pitch :: "Threads of the Earth" by Safa Mohammed
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1

. _ ruasig Jgo9
X Arrival and Preparation
1

P = = e e e e e e e o mm mm o mm e e o mm mm mm e e m mm mm mm mm R R Em mm R R R Em m Em mm mm mm R mm Em R M R mm mm mm R Em e mm mm mm e e
I -

! Sdidos Koy S il Soo Log (! dlos Gl diw (1§
: What environment are we releasing the impact campaigns intd
I and what degree of change is possible?
1

P = = = e e e e e o o o mm e e e mm o Em mm mm mm Em Em Em Em Em Em R Em Em Em R R M Em Em Em Em Em R Em Em Em Em Em R M Em Em Em mm Em R mm Em mm e

W dymusl sl H3has S
How to Develop an Impact Strategy

break d=I| yiwl

FSWI gxiio P cr0
Who are the Impact Producers

B e o e e o e e e e e e mm e mm e R R A R R Em R R Em R R Em R R Rm e R R Em R R R Em R Rm e R R M R R R e e R e e e o =
1

: g0 Jolgi (aiSg dagazdl diligedl Wlg=dlg Gihovizwodl 2lS pid] s3ou s
: How do we identify potential partners and new funders, and how do we reach out to them?
1

P = o o omm e e e e e mm Em E Em Em B R M Em R M N R R M N R M MmN R R SN RN R Em N RN R MmN A R MmN R MmN M M Em e A M Em R Em e o

S iy Jls oo "SI oo Lo
What is “Impact” in your experience?

lunch break clig d=Iytwl

"elooue® ead U dussl piwl 1 GR35 Cuac dund>
Brainstorming Session :: "Sahgaa" Impact Strategy

HI8i Jols
Share Back

break d=I|yiwl

7023l bgas“ 15U dameyil il 11 (G285 hac dud>
Brainstorming Session :: "Threads of the Earth”

HK8i Uols
Share Back
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razig Joog
Arrival and Preparation

-

Slashio § MWl Wllos> b 15lo
What have impact campaigns achieved in our region?

Sdlosdl § il Oliasus )05 wuSg cwlaaizxall )95 9o Lo
What is the role of communities
and how can we integrate the film's subjects into the campaign?

break d=| twl

-

.«

C R L L

S| Juas 1S9 Sagiumall dlasdl j9g02 50 (ro
Who is the campaign's target audience, and how do we reach it?

(Sl Rjgill € Lad culiol G 8yl wlpusdl b § »5WI R)jgs

Impact Distribution in the light of the changes affecting traditional distribution models

"eloow® edd Rjgig ;U dhuinl 1 G@d Lrac duwld>
Brainstorming Session :: "Sahgaa" Activities and Distribution

lunch break cli¢ d=|twl

W81 Jols
Share Back

break d=|ytwl

”00)3l bgis“ pdd Rjgig MU dhadul Gad hac danl>
Brainstorming Session :: "Threads of the Earth" Activities and Distribution

-

K81 Jols
Share Back

]

i

b = = = - -

2:30

e - e - - -

AW jgis W Gle

Participating Films

b .0 5:00-.,09:00
dlosy cudgiy
Baghdad Time
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