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ABOUT BCP
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Beirut Cinema Platform - BCP is a new initiative
designed to bring together 14 Arab independent
filmmakers with Arab and international industry
professionals, with the aim to encourage co-
productions, collaborations and partnerships.

This year, out of 115 feature-length documentary
and narrative projects, 14 films in development
and in the final stages of production were
selected from Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine,
Syria and Tunisia to participate in this platform,
taking place between 13 and 15 March 2015, in
parallel with the 8th edition of the Arab film
festival Beirut Cinema Days.

The BCP is organized by Beirut DC, in partnership
with Fondation Liban Cinema (FLC), the British
Council in Lebanon, Screen Institute Beirut (SIB)
and the Arab Fund for Arts and Culture (AFAQ), in
association with Dubai Film Market Enjaaz, with
the support of Rez Visual, db STUDIOS, IDAL, the
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie
(OIF), the European Union, I'nstitut francais du
Liban, the Swedish Embassy in Lebanon and
SmallVille Hotel.



FONDATION

LIBAN CINEMA
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IS Fondation Liban Cinema-FLC plays a powerful and effective federating role in the
£ J.LU.I Lebanese audiovisual industry, by supporting the development of a competitive Lebanese

film industry and establishing Lebanon as a prominent international production location.

FLC supports the development of the film industry in Lebanon by:
¢ Organizing annual workshops for filmmakers and specialized seminars
* Stimulating the development of Lebanese funds to support and finance local films.

FLC facilitates local film production by:

* Launching a database of the Lebanese audiovisual professionals in Lebanon and abroad.

* Assembling and disseminating the right information and assisting in the administrative
procedures with the appropriate public bodies.

FLC promotes Lebanon as a key destination for international film production by:

* Hosting, organizing and participating in regional and international festivals and events.

* Crafting and creating bridges between local and international professionals.

* Participating in the public debates that contribute to the policy making process offering
financial incentives for film makers.

FLC preserves the Lebanese audiovisual heritage by:
* Restoring and digitalizing old feature films and the archives of old public productions.
* Making such archives available for research and film making.

Fondatic -
+961 | 612 500 ) ;

o@fondationlibal
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Screen Institute Beirut (SIB) initiative started at a point when a critical
mass of ambitious and talented documentary filmmakers in the Arab
region had few options for realizing their projects. Access to funding and
professional equipment for production and post-production was and still
is extremely limited considering the size of the region. In this context SIB
Film Fund was created in November 2009 and is so far the only fund in the
Arab world devoted exclusively to documentary. It offers grants for the
development, production and post-production of films by emerging and
proven talents from the Arab world.

Since its launch, SIB Film Fund has awarded 65 grants to projects out of
which 30 films are completed and currently in distribution.

The Screen Institute provides additional support to the grantees through
workshops, advising and networking opportunities. The ambition is to
make their films visible to large audiences, to ensure and increase the
grantees chances of finding local and international distributors to their
films — and not least to help them find funding for their next projects.

SIB’s grantees projects participating in the Editing workshop in the
framework of Beirut Cinema Platform.

Rude Refugee Diaries  The Shadow Lawyers Waiting for Dawn
by Jumaa Hamdo by Samir Eshra by Mary Jirmanus

Said Khadige street — Taha Building, 10th floor
Ras El Nabeh, Beirut, Lebanon

009611640857

screeninstitutebeirut.org



AFAC Documentary Program
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General Grant for Cinema
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Apply Now!
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SPECIAL THAN

Jald S

Antoine Khalifé
Paul Baboudjian
Elie Yazhek

Masoud Amrallah Alali
Mavya De Freije
Rima El Mismar
Alma Salem

Reine Mitri

Omar El Kadi

Rana Eid

Belal Hebri

May Ghaibeh

Rasha Salti

Miriam Sassine
Anne-Marie Luccioni
Marianne Lére

Her excellency Mrs Rana Mokkadem
Rola Kobeissi

May Hamady
Marie-Louise Elia
Diala El Hajj
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BCP TEAM
Joall Guyi

Directors
Eliane Raheb & Jad Abi-Khalil

Manager
Riham Assi

Assistant Manager
Lea Najm

BCP Consultant
Jacques Bidou

SIB Workshop Consultants

Ghassan Salhab and Simon El Habre




Born in Egypt, Tahani Rached settled in Quebec in 1966. After attending Montreal's Ecole des
Beaux-Arts, she was involved in community action until she made her first documentary
Pour Faire Changement (1972). In 1979, her first feature film Les Voleurs de Jobs revealed
her distinctive view of the world. As a Canadian NFB staff filmmaker from 1980 to 2004, she
tackles sensitive topics in the eleven films she directs, among which figures Four Women
of Egypt (1997). In 2005, she comes back to Egypt and directs These Girls (2006), Neighbors
(2009), and NafassTawil (2012).
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[0 Carole Abboud s

(arole Abboud is a Le| e actress and producer. Born in Beirut, she holds a BA in acting
and directing from the Lebanese University, and a Masters in Performing Arts from University
Paris 8-France. She featured in local and international production of theater plays and films.
In 2011, she opened her own production company, ‘c.cam production’ and was awarded the
Special Jury Prize in DIFF 2013 for the production of ‘Guardians of Time Lost’.
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Jane Williams (UK): Currently co-Head of Studies of the Biennale College-Cinema. Launched
in 2012 the Biennale College-Cinema is a unique opportunity for filmmakers from around
the world to receive training, funding, and a premiere screening at the Venice International
Film Festival. Between 2006 and 2014, Jane worked for the Dubai International Film

Festival and established a number of key initiatives including the Dubai Film Connection
co-production platform and Interchange a development programme aimed at encouraging
co-productions between Europe and the Arab region.
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EXPERTS & GUESTS
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| name|
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Naima Abed | sl doyei

Head of Production and Acquisition

Memento Films (London Office)

London, UK

naima@lacinefacture.com | www.m -films.com

Paul Baboudjian | ol

Executive Director

Screen Institute Beirut

Beirut, Lebanon

info@screeninstitutebeirut.org | www.screeninstitutebeirut.org

Jasmin Basic | vl grouula

Programmer

Visions du Réel

Nyon, Switzerland

jbasic@visionsdureel.ch | www.visionsdureel.ch

Mohammed Belhaj | alaly 00

Executive Producer

Aljazeera Documentary Channel

Doha, Qatar

helhajm@aljazeera.net | www.aljazeera.com/documentary

Khalil Benkirane | ulys o Jula

Head of Grants

Doha Film Institute

Doha, Qatar

kbenkirane@dohafilminstitute.com | www.dohafilminstitute.com

Jacques Bidou | gsw vlla

Producer

JBA Production

Paris, France

jacqueshidou@jbaproduction.com | www.jbaproduction.com

Sebastien Chesneau | giuuis ol

Sr Partner Acquisitions & Sales

(ercamon

Dubai, UAE

sebastien@cercamon.biz | www.cercamon.biz




(ynthla Choucair | s Liiigw

Producer, General Manager

Road2Films

Beirut, lebanon

cynthia@roadeiIms com | www.road2films.com

lamla Chraibi | Gupi Lol
Producer

La Prod

(asablanca, Maroc
lamia@laprod.ma | www.laprod.ma

Nathalle Combe | crogs Ilili

Producer

Cosmographe Productions

Montpellier, France

nathalie.cosmographe@gmail.com | www. cosmographe com

NeIIeke Driessen | gouys SSalui

Managing Director

Fortissimo Films

info@fortissimo.nl | www.fortissimofilms.com
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Marlanne Dumoulin | wigogs wlile

Producer

JBA Production

Paris, France

mariannedumoulin@jbaproduction.com | www. Jbaproductlon com

Mohamed Aly Hassan Hefzy | Ghas gun Gle 3820
Producer, Founder & CEQ of Film Clinic Productions

Film Clinic

(airo, Egypt

mohefzy@film-clinic.com | www.film-clinic.com

contacts|

Tltus Kreyenberg | gpiz)s gugiui

(EO, Producer

Unafilm

Berlin, Germany

kreyenberg@unafllm de | office@unafilm.de | www.unafilm.de

compan
countr

Antome Khalife | daua olghil

Special advisor and associate producer for ART

Director of Arab Programme at Dubai International Film Festival
Beirut, Lebanon

antoine.khalife@filmfest.ae | www.dubaifilmfest.com

compan
country

Josef Kullengdrd | slisdes casjgan

Project Manager

Malmo Arab Film Festival - MAFF

Malmo, Sweden

josef@malmoarabfilmfestival.se | www.malmoarabfilmfestival.se
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lea El Mismar | jlouwuo Loy

Film Programs Manager

Arab Fund for Arts and Culture-AFAC

Beirut, Lebanon

rima.mismar@arabculturefund.org | www.arabculturefund. org

Hama Mroue | ogyo duilm

Director of Metropolis Cinema and MC Distribution

MC Distribution

Beirut, Lebanon

hmroue@metropoliscinema.net | www. metropollscmema net

Ir|t Neidhardt | cus)lmsali oyl
Distributor, Sales Agent, Co-producer
mec film

Berlin, Germany

mfo@mecfllm de | www.mecfilm.de

Marc Perkins | jisyu <ljlo

Head of Documentaries

BBC Arabic

UK

marc.perkins@bbc.co.uk | www.bbc.co.uk/arabic

Georgla Poivre | jalgs Lajga

International Sales Manager & Acquisitions

Wide

Paris, France

gp@W|demanagement com | www.widemanagement.com




Samir | prouu

Author, Director, Producer

Dschoint Ventschr Filmproduktion
Zurich, Switzerland
samir@dvfilm.ch | www.dvfilm.net

Georges Schoucair | sduir )92

Producer

Abbout Productions

contact@abboutproductions.com | www.abboutproductions.com
Beirut, Lebanon

Signe Byrge Sarensen | Guuijgum apu i
Producer

Final Cut for Real ApS

(openhagen, Denmark

hyrge@final-cut.dk | www.final-cut.dk

Nadia Turincev | awuiygi Lisli

Producer

Rouge International

Paris, France

nadia@rouge-international.com | www.rouge-international.com

Aya Al Blouchi | saglull &l
Film Producer

Qatar / Lebanon
aya.blouchi@gmail.com




BCP PROJECTS

Ibrahim By Lina'Alabed
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The Forgotten By Ghada lerawi
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24 hours in the life of Raya Malek by Gilles Tarazi
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I hate my life By'Kaouther Ben Hania
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One day and 124 nights Py Sabine El Chamaa
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The Men Made Manufactory By Mohamed Rashad
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The Return By Meyar Al Roumi
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To All Naked Men [By Bassam Chekhes
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Beirut Rooster py Ziad'Kalthoum
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Eccomi... Eccotj by Raf:-d Rafei
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Skin by Afraa Batous
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Still Alive b}/ Asma Beseiso

g <louul e|p| ddule andd

A Full Moon Night By*Fares'Naanaa

lini yuyla alia] diall wlybui

Poisonous Roses By Fawzi'Saleh
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DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT | o111 -5 ailio |

IBRAHIM [ty

Director: Lina AlAbed
lina.alabed@gmail.com
Country: Palestine/Syria
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Producer: Rami Nihawi | Sakado
rami.nihawi@gmail.com

Tel: +9611397 441 | Mobile: +96170 264484
Country: Lebanon

Synopsis

[brahim, my father, is a secret member of the
Palestinian Militant Organization “Revolutionary
Council” (Abu Nidal), which was known for its
notorious intelligence affairs.

[n1987, | was 5 years old; he left for few days ina
regular mission, but never returned back.

Director’s Bio:

A Palestinian filmmaker, born in 1980, graduated
from the Faculty of Journalism from Damascus
University. Her graduation project was a
documentary film about the Syrian author
Mohamed Al-Maghout, broadcasted on Aljazeera
channel in 2007. Her second documentary "Noor
Alhuda" was produced by Al-Arabiya channel and
awarded the DOX-BOX jury prize as the best Syrian
documentary in 2010.




| DOCUMENTARY IN DEVELOPMENT | o .5 .20 |
THE FORGOTTEN el

Director: Ghada Terwai
ghadaterawi@googlemail.com
Country: Palestine
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Producer: May Odeh | Odeh Films
may.odeh@gmail.com odehfilms@gmail.com
Tel: +970 597 168 631

Country: Ramallah - Palestine

Synopsis

Ajourney in the life of Kozo, a Japanese freedom
fighter and member of the Japanese Red

Army, who gave up his life in Japan to join the
Palestinian Liberation Movement.

Director’s Bio:

Ghada Terawi was born in Beirut in 1972 to a couple
of Palestinian militants. She grew up

between Beirut, Tunis & Cairo and graduated from
the American University in Cairo in 1995,

with a BA in International Relations.

She currently lives in Palestine. She started
working in the field of documentary filmmaking

in 1998 and produced her first film “Staying Alive”
in 2001.

DOCUMENTARY IN POST-PRODUCTION | -1/ oo cileill dloyall s ailis |
ECCOML.. Eccor [

Director and Co-Producer Raed Rafei
raed.rafei@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Co-Producer: Irit Neidhart / mec film (Middle
Eastern Cinemas)

www.mecfilm.de www.iritneidhardt.de
Country: Germany

Synopsis

Here you are... Here | am oscillates between two
worlds and two realities. An Italian man reflects
over a difficult past with a family who did not
accept his homosexuality. A Lebanese man tries to
find acceptance in a pre-dominantly homophobic
society.

Inlimbo between the warmth of an Arab culture
beset, however, by extremism and a European
"dream land" increasingly closed to outsiders,
the two men attempt to build a relationship
overcoming real and imaginary barriers.

Director’s Bio:

Raed Rafei is a Lebanese filmmaker, writer

and multimedia journalist. Since 2004, he has
worked as a reporter covering political, social

and economic issues related to Lebanon and the
Middle East for local and international publications.
In 2012, he co-wrote and co-directed with Rania
Rafei their first feature film: 74 (The Reconstitution
of a Struggle). The film premiered in 2012 at the
FID Marseille and was screened in international
festivals worldwide receiving several awards.



DOCUMENTARY IN POST-PRODUCTION | -1/ oo cileill dlyall o ailis |

STILL ALIVE [t

Director: Asma Beseiso
asmabes@gmail.com

Country: Jordan
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Producer: Rima Abou Baker | Karma Productions
rima.aboubaker@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Synopsis

[n a tribal country where family name and status
are more important than the person himself, Aisha,
a 27-year-old psychology graduate was abandoned
by her parents at the age of months and raised in
foster homes. Not only Aisha had to survive the
tough life in an underdeveloped country, but she
also had to strive for love and acceptance by an
unmerciful society.

The film was shot during the years 2010-2014.

Director’s Bio:

Asma Beseiso, born in 1984 in Jordan, is a
documentary director/videographer who started
her film career in 2007. Made over 120 films and
videos for TVs (France 24, ARTE, MBC), worked with
NGOs (The United Nations, Care International) and
other production companies. In 2010 Asma started
giving workshops in documentary filmmaking for
beginners.

In 2012 she received a scholarship to receive a
higher diploma degree in Directing for Cinema and
TV from El Instituto del Cine Madrid, Spain.

 DOCUMENTARY IN POST-PRODUCTION f = .= clell oyl 2 AT
BEIRUT ROOSTER eIkt

Director: Ziad Kalthoum
ziadkalthouml@yahoo.com
Country: Syria

uaile

oo srygudl Jloell hajiug jaall éoj go
292l Ugaeiung (ugpy 8 8yuS 6pan
panll . o)blb pghay uba ‘alm e lgio
Ciop e Y 5l diy Jonal o
o clidl poeiy ro.g.ol.ﬂ LJLcm_" any
el 1385m Spanll Sl ugsgey @i« TEN|
igsall oo Joaill Jleell gubhiuy i rae,obl
e Jlgaill s gax g il
9o uglasy 4l losic suagll @gilSo .uyguull
Sall ygajalill jlga spanll o wilimg (6panll
Ly o pgigu jlos pgup

arall ye

i g (yaes b pglls sbj g

sbill o ledpudl sgeo (o ojaig (1981
(oputailia U.Lo.l.m 2l rc)g.JJ.S roLﬂ L_,.JLJ.ngJL.u.”
i "sllall Cuall"g 2011 diaw "ilall Lg.ll"
spuaall pualill 0 sbj uglei s4g . 2013
alighllg q.u.o.lngJl ro.ll.o.lJl lg1d Lo dlighllg
podu Uk gmg dyigyjalill cuuliuellg
Ulgiey yliad oo sasall k_,.::s.ul.ung aodia alal
ol o gl dllosll Jga "cagpu clus"

Producer: Christin Luettich / Bidayyat Audiovisual
Arts

leb.coordinator@bidayyat.org

Country: Lebanon

Synopsis

At dawn, Syrian labourers wake up. They live in a
huge hole in Beirut. They prepare themselves to
leave, using a wooden ladder that leads them to
the outer world. The hole is in the basement of

a big building that looks at Beirut. The labourers
spend their days erecting the building till sunset,
and then they return to the hole. They can’t walk
in the city they built because of a curfew law
applied on Syrians. The only place they can go to,
when they’re not working is that hole. In the hole,
there is a TV set that shows them the destruction
of their houses in Syria.

Director’s Bio:

Ziad Kalthoum was born in 1981, in Homs, Syria. He
graduated from the Cinema Institute, in the USSR.
He directed two documentary films, "The Immortal
Sergeant” in 2013 and "Oh Heart" in 2011. Ziad

also collaborated in many films, from shorts and
features, including documentary and fiction films
to TV series.

He is currently preparing his new documentary in
Lebanon "Beirut Rooster".
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Director: Afraa batous
afraabatous@gmail.com
Country: Syria
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Synopsis

Each event when it becomes a part of the past,

it changes into memory. This film is an attempt

to revive my agonising memories, bringing them
back to the present time that is longing for them.
[t is an attempt to dig deeper into the essence of
past events | want to reach after all ideologies
have collapsed. While filming two of my close
friends who shared with me different phases of
my past in Syria, before the revolution and after it
ended up as a war, | realised that they became the
mirror through which | look sometimes to find the
psychological transformations that have happened
in me through all these phases, from the peaceful
days, to the revolution period and to the wartime.
When we are filming somebody else, what we are
doing in fact, is filming ourselves.

Director’s Bio:

Afraa Batous was born in Aleppo-Syria in 1986.
Graduated from Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
English Literature section in 2008. Worked in
theater for five years in Aleppo and directed her
first experimental theater performance in 2012 in
Jordan "Who Have Seen Is Not like Who's Not". In
2014 she finished her first documentary short film
"Haj Abd the Fawwal" screened at "Arab Short film

Festival" In Beirut and FIFAK film festival in Tunisia.

24 HOURS IN THE LIFE OF RAYA MALEK [RREITLPY P FERRIF-R-72 IWIRAY- Vg P

Director: Gilles Tarazi
gilles.tarazi@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

Black out.

Rava is looking for the reason that led her to sin.
She, the perfect and pure who always obeyed her
parents.

She, who is getting married in a week.

Ravya thinks she has forgotten. She is searching in
secret. For twenty-four hours.

Not knowing that she is about to discover her
darkest places.

Director’s Bio:

Before working on film sets, Gilles Tarazi
coordinated a film workshop for prisoners in Paris.
His long experience as an assistant director
includes credits such as Golden Glohe winner
Carlos by Olivier Assayas, Nafas by Mira Nair and
Hadewijch by Bruno Dumont.

Co-writer on the Emmy Award winner web-drama
Shankaboot, he also directed commercials, music
videos and a short film, "Tomorrow, 6:30" that was
selected in many festivals around the world.
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| HATE MY LIFE REEeeTS

Director: Kaouther Ben Hania
kaouther.ben@gmail.com
Country: Tunisia
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Producer: Habib Attia / Cinetelefilms
mh.attia@cinetelefilms.net
Country: Tunisia

Synopsis

Tonight, Myriam a young Tunisian student, only
wanted to dance. But something terrible breaks
her wings.

Two police officers rape her.

A crime never seen on the screen but that will be
present throughout the rest of the film.

Despite the trauma and pain, Myriam is adamant:
she wants to file a complaint.

But can we denounce the police to the police?

Director’s Bio:

Tunisian director Kaouther Ben Hania studied
cinema in Tunisia then in Paris (Fémis and la
Sorbonne). She directed several short films
including "Wooden hand" (2013), which had a long
and successful run on the international festival
circuit.

Her documentary film "Imams go to school” was
premiered at IDFA 2010 and selected in many
prestegious festivals.

(hallat of Tunis her first feature film, was selected
in Cannes Film Festival 2014, in the ACID section.
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Director: Sabine EI Chamaa
s.elchamaa@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

On a cloudy day, Beirut’s airport is bombarded. In
the angst-ridden streets, Fadi’s attention is caught
by Halima standing on a rock by the turbulent sea
making his motorcycle crash into a taxicab. Rafik,
the elderly taxi driver tries to run away from the
scene of the accident as Fadi loses consciousness. A
war erupts in the country and Fadi’s beloved Nada,
determined to bring him back, follows him to the
edge of unconsciousness.

Director’s Bio:

Amongst her films, Promenade received a Berlin
Today Award grant and premiered at the Berlin
Film Festival in 2009. Un Mardi, won first prizes
in Dubai film festival (2010) and at the Festival
International de Namur 2011 (FIFF). Sabine’s
continued interest in the representation of war led
her to pursue a doctorate in London. She received
her Ph.d from Goldsmiths University in July 2014
for a thesis and an accompanying installation
entitled Picturing Live War.
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Director: Mohamed Rashad
mohamed.rashad31@gmail.com
Country: Egypt
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Producer: Hassala Film Productions
www.hassala.org
Country: Egypt

Synopsis

Three stages of Mohamed’s life: his childhood, his
adolescence and his manhood.

Three stages where Mohamed is surrounded by
some exceptional characters who have an impact
on his life. As for Mohamed, it seems like there’s
nothing special about him; but in fact, he just has
his own world which makes him see life from his
own point of view.

Director’s Bio:

Mohamed Rashad is one of the founders of Hassala
Film Production. He studied cinema at a workshop
organised by the Jesuit Cultural Center and the
SEMAT Foundation.

He wrote and directed two short films, "From Afar"
and "Maxim". He was the assistant director on Hala
Lotfy’s feature film "Coming Forth by Day".

He is currently working on the feature-length
documentary "Little Eagles". He is also producing
the feature documentary "The Profession” directed
by Ramez Youssef.
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THE RETURN KRS

Director: Meyar AL Roumi
mevyar.roumi@gmail.com
Country: Syria
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Producer: Xavier Rocher / La Fabrica Nocturna
Productions

xavier@lafabricanocturna.com

Country: France

Synopsis

A'love story blossoming hetween Taysir and Lina,
while they drive through Syria to bury Kamal, who
died during the fighting.

Director’s Bio:

Born in Damascus, Syria in 1973, Meyar Al Roumi
studied and worked as a photographer before
traveling to Paris where he studied cinema at

the University Paris VIIl and FEMIS from which he
graduated in 2001. He has directed a number of
documentaries and fiction film, including, A Silent
(inema (2001), Waiting for the Day (2003), Le Club
de 'avenir (2006), Six Ordinary Stories (2007), The
Voyage of Rabeya (2005), Round Trip (2012).
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Director: Bassam Chekhes
sammtfilms@gmail.com
Country: Syria
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Producer: Rami Nihawi | Sakado
rami.nihawi@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Synopsis

The war in Syria is drawing to an end, and the first
reliable election stands on the ruins of the whole
country. One night, Salman wakes up frightened. He
must escape the investigation that was taking place
in his dream, realising that he knows more about the
crime that took place in it. The hidden body is that of
Salma, his missing sister. Surprisingly, she now has
a10-year old son, Wael, who searches for Salman,
determined to find him. Salman ran away from Syria
and he lives now alone in Beirut. He works as a seller,
but his real-life journeys are never as threatening as
the ones in his dreams, as they begin to reveal the
circumstances of his sister’s disappearance.

Director’s Bio:

Bassam Chekhes was born in Syria and moved to
the Netherlands, where he studied Audio-Visual
Art and graduated from Gerrit Rietveld Academy

in Amsterdam. He has shot, directed and produced
a dozen short films and collaborated on several
projects with other artists and filmmakers. His
latest short film, 'Waiting for P.0.Box', screened in
competition at the Festival de Cannes in 2012. Aside
from his involvement in numerous individual projects
by different filmmakers from the Arab region,
(Chekhes has worked as a tutor and creative advisor
for regional institutions including the Beirut Screen
Institute, The Royal Film Commission - Jordan and
the Doha Film Institute.
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Director: Fares Naanaa
f.naanaa@yahoo.fr
Country: Tunisia
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Producer: Habib Attia / Cinetelefilms
mh.attia@cinetelefilms.net
Country: Tunisia

Synopsis

Sami and Sara have been married for seven years.
A thirty something couple, they seem to lead a
happy life with their little daughter Yasmine. Sara
is a primary school teacher and Sami, an architect.
They live happily through their daily routine until
drama shatters their dreams.

A few months later, the couple is still trying to
come to terms with the tragedy that hit them.

Director’s Bio:

Fares Naanaa was born in Tunis. After high school,
motivated by his passion for cinema, he chose to
integrate the Institute Maghreb Cinema "IMC" in
Tunis. He finished studying film direction in 1996.
Then he occupied several functions since 1997 as
assistant director, actor in short movies and in
famous TV series. Concurrently, he directed 3 short
films : "Casting pour un marriage", "Coup de coeur"
and "Qui a tué le prince charmant".
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Director: Fawzi Saleh
a.fawzisaleh@gmail.com
Country: Egypt
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Producer: Eman Hemeda / AlBatrik Art
Production

albatrik@gmail.com

Country: Egypt

Synopsis

Ina nonlinear narrative, we follow three main
characters dissatisfied with their lives - trying
to search for love and future, surrounded by
corruption, class and police state.

Saqr is a handsome young man from the
Tanneries, studied Law, works and lives with his
mother and sister Tahia . Saqr shares with the
[atter @ weird and unusual relationship. One day,
he meets Nahed, a bourgeoisie doctor, and they
start a relation. Tahia is jealous and tries to get
him back in every way.

Director’s Bio:

The filmmaker Fawzi Saleh holds a degree in
screenwriting from the higher Institute of Cinema
in Cairo (2009). After graduating, he started
working on a feature documentary "Living Skin",
about children working in the tanneries, which
was completed in 2010. "Living Skin" had a good
critical reputation, participated in a number of
international film festivals, and has won several
awards.




IN ASSOCIATION WITH

go vglaill FINANCIAL
SUPPORT FOR
ARAB CINEMA.
APPLY NOW.

k dubaifiimfest.com

Enjaaz provides vital post-production

- L
financial support to feature-length D u ba I ; (4 ,,'\
film projects by Arab filmmakers and Fllm Market \\&
production funding for short film /& j

projects by Gulf filmmakers.




PARTNER'S PROJECTS

Fondation Liban Cinéma
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292 pag ol lap

I Am Here but You Can’t See Me by Feyrouz Serhal
Jlopun jops ol Gilyi dg lim

Yalla Bye by Dima El Horr

sl Logs aljal (sl dly

C I DIRECTOR

Wassim Geagea

Country: Lebanon
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Elyssa Skaff / The Talkies
eskaff@thetalkies.com
(ountry: Lebanon

BARKA &2

Synopsis

Barka is a fiction based on the real story of a
French Jesuit priest who arrived in 1982 to Barka,
an isolated Christian village in the Lebanese
Bekaa valley. Despite rising sectarian tensions
due to the civil war, the priest will strive to
improve the living conditions and encourage
the inhabitants to hold on to their land. When
he becomes the victim of his own project, his
legacy will impact Barka in a timeless way.

Director’s Bio:

Wassim Geagea is a young Lebanese Uilmmaker,
born in Barka in 1989. He studied Cinema at the
Lebanese University. Geagea’s graduation Uilm
"My Grand Father’s photo" won several awards,
of which the Uirst prize at the European Film
Festival in 2011. Geagea is currently pursuing a
Master degree in Uilmmaking. His Uirst feature
Uilm "Barka" is a tribute to the man who
inspired him to become who he is today.



DIRECTOR

production)
feyrouz@roummana.com
Country: Lebanon

TR | AM HERE BUT YOU CAN’T SEE ME

uailo
UOMQJJML_]LLB:U[S‘OJJ.QL,QO}DI_IL\
;J.J.c‘_ng.mL_J.J.uLctJ.ug.AJh_U.lunu_lg}u
uU.uJLIJJJL_.I.LJ.DQU.ILCl

piidl o lgiigro yaylai Gle shao dgia
odll o5 Lago -lgule | Jotual

ol 236 51 0f ) bl b s J5
Spad Ul ugs o lgaa 6 galgll 2l <lgibin
U0 529 -ojg lgilia 6 o) o dlaal
i Je Ly ailia calai gual aab

arall g

oo piualell daps Gle Jbjw jopus cibas
M}JQL als o iﬁllbimg pdadll calulys
rc>.11>| oo -_x;u.||9 u_np| sl deoln o

Eaud l_l.u.ll}J Aupell dyigajalill -_||g.LnJ|

2007 ¢y el.u.IJJ }.u.LLLQ_Lu.I oo wgsjalill
Spund gisaa Jlocl dac mplg Cuis .2009g
as il (S34aidll paedl oIl . .alaiue

ulll jgpaé .Cagp oo Lm}n.o‘ ails)" oyl
gl Jigh Lilgy plia Jol &ulis johb o

Feyrouz Serhal / Roummana (co-

PRODUCER

Felipe Lage Coro / Zeitun Films
felipe.lage@zeitunfilms.com
Country: Spain

Synopsis

Once upon a time in a film there was a city called
Beirut, in that city Viola lived, she sang songs and
killed politicians.

Viola is focused and determined; she wants to rid
her city of the evil seizing it.

All'is going according to plan, until one day she
notices Farah a man completely in love with her,
without her knowing. The moment Farah enters
her life he shakes it, she on the other hand rocks
his world.

Director’s Bio:

Feyrouz Serhal acquired her Master’s degree in
Film and Screen Studies at Goldsmiths College
University of London; she worked as director and
producer at some of the most prominent Arab T.V
channels. She headed the Television Department at
Signature Productions between 2007-2009. She has
also written and directed several independent short
video works. She is now the managing director of
Roummana, a production houtique based in Beirut.
Feyrouz is now in development on her first feature
film as director

DIRECTOR

Dima El Horr
dima.elhorr@gmail.com
Country: France/Lebanon
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PRODUCER

Arnaud Dommerc / ADOLFI
arnaud@andolfi.fr
Country: France

Lebanese Production Company:
Abbout Productions, Lebanon

YALLA BYE EEERE

Synopsis

A comedy centred round Tamara, a 30-year-old
woman. During the summer in Beirut, whilst
waiting to hear whether the Australian and
(anadian embassies are going to grant her a
visa, she spends her time in the company of two
friends, Yasmine and Alia, either on the beach
or in the bars of the city looking for ideal love. A
car homb going off in the heart of Beirut turns
Tamara’s frenetic and superficial life upside
down.

Director’s Bio:

Dima El Horr was born in 1972 in Beirut, Lebanon.
She studied and received a Master of Fine Arts in
Filmmaking from the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago In 1995.

Her short films The Street and Prét a porter -
Imm Ali and her first feature film Every Day is a
Holiday were selected in many international film
festivals and earned several prizes.
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Screen Institute Beirut

Fatima by Mary Jirmanus Saba

Ll gugilop Sjlo o] dokals

Rude Refugee DiariesfbydumaSamdo
9303 deaa ala] uSLie goaal calySin

The Shadow Lawyers BySSamiSESAra
syine paus alya] Jll guslas

DIRECTOR

Mary Jirmanus Saba
maryjirmanus@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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(Previous title: Waiting for Dawn)
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Synopsis

Fatima returns to a moment in Lebanese history
where a social revolution could have been -but
was thwarted by the outbreak of civil war in
1975. Following my search in Lebanon today

for Fatima Khaweja, a 19 year-old girl killed by
the Lebanese army during a worker’s strike at
Gandour chocolate factory in 1972, the film asks
why the revolution never happened and what
hope is there for secular social change today.

Director’s Bio:

Mary Jirmanus Saba is a filmmaker and
geographer. Her work explores labor and
agrarian movements in the Middle East and
Latin America and the militant cinema of both
regions. Her shorts have heen shown at festivals
and in classrooms internationally. Fatima is her
first feature documentary.



Juma Hamdo
juma.juan@gmail.com
Country: Syria
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RUDE REFUGEE DIARIES

Synopsis

Gyath, Khaled, and Juma, three young Syrians have
moved to Beirut in 2011 and met for the first time
here, after the demonstrations took place in Syria.
The film follows separately the three characters

in their everyday life, shares their individual
experiences, and questions the relationship that
each one of them has with Beirut, a difficult city to
build a warm and quick relationship with, especially
when those young men are scattered between what’s
happening in their homeland and surviving in a city
away from their families and usual contexts.

Director’s Bio:

Born in Kobani, north of Syria in 1984, Juma Hamdo
graduated from the University of Damascus with a BA
in Media studies. Since 2008, Juma has been working
as a freelance director and researcher. After attending
many regional and international workshops and
cooperating with various artists, he has directed
several independent short documentaries and
experimental video projects. Currently, Juma is
working on his mid-length documentary "Rude
Refugee Diaries" in Beirut.

Samir Eshra
eshra.samir@gmail.com
Country: Egypt
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THE SHADOW LAWYERS

Synopsis

Azeeza, Mostafa and Mohamed are Egyptian
human rights lawyers whose activities aren't in
the spotlight. Over a period of three years, "The
Shadow Lawyers" provides an insight into their
work and personal lives after the revolution.
Although they are confronted constantly by
resistance, they keep being spokespersons for
unjustified accused.

Director’s Bio:

Samir Eshra was born in Al Buhayrah, north of
Egypt, in 1986. He graduated from the Faculty
of Mass Communication at Cairo University and
studied film direction at "The Academy of Arts
and Technology of Cinema" in Cairo.

Afterwards he worked as an assistant director in
several films. He is an independent filmmaker
whose short films toured international festivals.
Samir Eshra currently works on a documentary
entitled "The Shadow Lawyers" that accompanies
three young lawyers defending human rights in
Egypt after the revolution in 2011.
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Arab Fund for Arts and Culture
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DIRECTOR

Rana Jarhou
rana.jarbou@gmail.com
Country: KSA

bhnaill duyloo camsiug plia "dgan”
Gualy” aule Sy Lo ol casis Juls o
Lgiuiail ageiug "calyloudl

sy 0l8ly (LU @iy olsas oo g
faw clls (e Lageg dagnaill djlgm clyil
el @b e AT ple 18 lgtanglas
dgam plia wlsly &Aal 8ljlgo 0 -ddig sl
dhulgy Spay jghio o dgsodl CadiiSiug
Le.uLuw byl gidglhe baily plyall 5lpol
.g0ill doyp clyniall spals oo alirioll

ol ye

ol yag Lisaly ainlg daige goyp Ly
slagal e (F- Vo Guell pllell o
(Glaalyell lgayioi .diell digghl 3bas wilkha
Cigua oy dlje dlgs IF ub.c sillg
cquall hlug «@islAll goinoll culaligl
Wl .cubbuedl cibubuug dalaldl bbas e
ool eloiall gl ,é pisialall upsi
) ) Lijgallls

Synopsis

Hajwalah explores the joyriding practice

through Rakan’s passion for what he considers

a "motorsport” that should be legalized. Fearful
of losing his system-monitoring night job, Rakan
quits joyriding and instead, he imagines and
virtually relives the hajwalah world through
gaming. In parallel to Rakan's story, Hajwalah
explores the city from a woman’s lens through
filmic essay. It captures her attempt to claim a
sense of virtual place in the rapidly growing desert
metropolis.

Director’s Bio:

Rana Jarbou has been documenting and
researching graffiti and street art in the Arab world
since 2007, in search for a counter narrative for the
Arab identity. Her graffiti documentation which
has so far spanned twelve Arab countries, gives
voice to society’s silent cries, highlighting issues
of censorship and the politics of space. She is
currently pursuing her MA in Social Documentation
at UCSC Film and Digital Media




Yasser Naeim
ynaeim@gmail.com
Country: Egypt
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Wael Omar / Middle West Films
wael@middlewestfilms.com
Country: Egypt

LOOKING FOR ESSAM ABDULLAH

Synopsis

After being captivated by a song he heard as a
child in the 80s, filmmaker Yasser Naeim embarks
on a decade long journey to find out the story

of the songwriter, Essam Abdullah. Following in
the footsteps of Abdullah became the key to start
unlocking this era and a way for the director and
his crew to retrace and revive their own memories,
to know what happened exactly in those days that
have been a very significant point in Egypt’s modern
history.

Director’s Bio:

Yasser Naeim graduated in 1998 with a B.Sc of
Commerce, but the desire to continue down the
traditional career path was eclipsed by his passion
for storytelling. After enrolling in an Art Lab for
(inema Directing at the American University in Cairo,
Naeim worked as an assistant director, production
manager and later as a director for several AlJazeera
documentaries. In 2010 he directed the documentary
“Improvisation” while moonshining as a scriptwriter
for a local TV series and co-writing Ibrahim El
Batout's "Winter of Discontent”, screened at the
Venice Int. Film Festival in 2012.

Anthony Chidiac
anc.961@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Carole Abhoud / c.cam production
c.camproduction@yahoo.com
(ountry: Lebanon

ROOM FOR A MAN

Synopsis

A young filmmaker who shares a Beirut
apartment with his mother, sister and pet

dog sets about reconstructing his identity by
renovating his bedroom.

But as the male construction workers come
and go in the freshly embattled household,
new questions, old arguments and unexpected
passions get stirred.

Director’s Bio:

Anthony Chidiac was born in Beirut in 1988. He
graduated from St Joseph University with a BA in
Audiovisual Studies.

In 2010, in the frame of the exchange program
with the Danish Film School, he directed his
medium length documentary 'Equal Men' (33").
In 2013 he co-wrote with Selim Mourad

and directed "Maman Non Merci" -Fiction
(52"). “Room For a Man” is his first feature
documentary.
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db sTuDIOS

Founded in 2006 by sound designer Eana Eid and
composer Wadim Mishlawi, db STUDIOS has becoms
the primary facility feor auwdie post-production
in Lebanon, providing services to directors,
producers, and artists from Lebanon and the
Arab World.

In 2012 db STUDIOS expanded its services to in-
clude production sound recording thus able to
offer full packages in film sound.

db STUDIOS consists of four studios designed
to facilitate the wvarious requirements of the
modern filmmaker. Each aystem is equipped with
a maltitude of highend plug-ins and each have
access to a 4TB+ sound archive of original
(not purchased) sounds, recorded over the past
10 years by the db crew.

to further benefit from your
investment in Lebanon

DAL Is Labanon's mational imvestment promoton agency that aims to proemols Lebanon &5 o oy
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irvvostmant Desspiopmant Authority of Lobanon
For your irvesiments, call: 4967 1 981188 7 aww imsssiinlsbanon . gov D



ORGANISATION
INTERNATIONALE DE

la francophonie

The International Organization of la Francophonie (IOF) brings together
countries with French as a common language. It has 77 member states and
governments (57 members and 20 observers) on all five continents, and
accounts for a population of 890 million people.

It represents a unique group of countries which, using a common language,
develops political, economic and cultural cooperation between members.
Promoting cultural diversity and cultural development is one the IOF’s main
areas of action. This commitment is very well illustrated by its activities for the
promotion of cinema and audio-visual production, which are key vectors of
cultural expression, as well as dynamic economic sectors.

Through its program “Image”, IOF helps professionals in French-speaking
developing countries write, produce and distribute their creations,

and promote them at film festivals and markets. IOF has a long history of active
support for the development of French-speaking cinema, notably through the
Francophone Fund for Audio-visual Production in the South, which was created
in 1988, has promoted a large number of films over the years and unites and
informs cinema professionals via its website “Images Francophones”. IOF also
organizes events that pay tribute to the pioneers of African cinema and promote
its films and filmmakers.

IOF has decided to partner with skills development workshop “La Fabrique des
Cinémas du Monde” and fund French-speaking film projects driven by teams of
producers and filmmakers selected after a request for international applications.
Its aim is to stimulate the renewal of talent and secure the feasibility of film
projects designed and produced by a new generation of French-speaking
filmmakers.

The European Union is made up of 28 Member States who
have decided to gradually link together their know-how,
resources and destinies.

Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years,
they have built a zone of stability, democracy
and sustainable development whilst maintaining
cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms.

The European Union is committed to sharing its
achievements and its values with countries and
peoples beyond its borders.
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Whether for business or pleasure, The Smallville hotel features 156 spacious and interconnecting
guest rooms & suites with variety of 6 dining options. More than 1,000 square meters of conference
and meeting spaces including outdoor events space that are perfect for corporate meetings and
social gatherings. The hotel also offers a rooftop panoramic swimming pool and a state-of-the-art
health club. Year-round activities, promotions, events and festivals create the perfect all
season hotel destination.

at The Smallville Hotel, experience the true spirit of generosity at the vibrant heart of Beirut

T+961 1619999 F +961 1397 697 E info@thesmallville.com | sales@thesmallville.com n +
A Damascus Road - Museum District, POB 116-524, Beirut, Lebanon W thesmallville.com ﬂ m ’ @ 8
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