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Beirut Cinema Platform - Beirut Cinema
Platform is back in its new and improved 3rd
edition, keeping all of its previous partnerships
and bringing along new ones.

In this 3rd edition, and for the first time ever,
we have opened up the platform to all projects
in the work-in-progress phase.

We are also cooperating with several

associations for the organization of parallel

events:

> Beirut Cinema Screenings organized by
Beirut DC.

> Beirut Good Pitch, a workshop organized by
Doc Society in cooperation with Beirut DC.

> The 1st edition of Beirut-Locarno Industry
Academy, organized by Metropolis
Association.

> A workshop for rewriting scenarios
organized by Fondation Liban Cinema.

> Global Media Makers Workshop organized
by Fondation Liban Cinema in cooperation
with "Film Independent”.

> Around table on the investment
opportunities in the Lebanese film industry,
organized by Fondation Liban Cinema with
the support of IDAL

This year, we have chosen 21 feature-length
documentary and fiction projects in the pre-
production and work-in-progress phases.
These projects are from Lebanon, Syria, Egypt,
Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, and Qatar.



IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

IDAL

INVEST IN LEBANON

APPLY FOR OUR
INCENTIVES

Yy i

e H""-._.—-""—i
Eer A ]
"H-\.._\_\____->T"'-~,‘___.-"",'-

e
>$ o 3 o
’_,.HM _,F‘“‘H..H T |

’ i .-"J H

L 1" to further benefit from your

media projects in Lebanon

If you are involved in the film industry either through production, post production or
distribution activities and would like to establish your project in Lebanon, you need to secure
a minimum investment size of USD 200,000 or USD 400,000 (capital investment in land or
machine) along with 25 job opportunities to take advantage of a range of incentives and
business support services that include:

* Up to 100% exemption on corporate income tax for up to 10 years
* Lip to 100% exemption on profits from dividends for up to 10 years
* 100% exemption on land registration fees

» 50% reduction on work and residence permits for foreign workers
* Up to a 50% reduction on construction permits fees

Investment Devalopment Autharity of Lebanon
For your investments, call: +961 1 983306 / investinlebanan.gov.lb
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INSPIRING
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This project is co-funded by the European Union
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pnal Film Festival 2017

Doha Film Institute Grants Programme
Supporting Voices in Cinema
Worldwide

Doha Film Institute continues its commitment to nurturing emerging filmmakers through
its Grants Programme. First- and second-time filmmakers from around the world, as well

as established directors from the MENA region, are invited to apply for funding.

Consideration for funding is open to short and feature-length films in development,
production and post-production, subject to eligibility criteria. Since 2010, the Doha Film

Institute supported more than 370 filmmakers across the globe.

For complete information regarding eligibility and guidelines and our upcoming Fall
submission cycle, please visit:
www.dohafilminstitute.com/financing/grants/guidelines

pUsl drgul duwdo

DOHA FILM INSTITUTE
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SPECIAL THANKS|

Ambassador Ms. Christina Lassen
Mr. Nabil Itani

Ms. Bouchra Chahine
Ms. Elisabeth Gilgen

Ms. Laila Hourani

Ms. Cindy Mizher

Mr. Mohammad Choucair
Mr. Najib Zeidan

Mr. Elias Asmar

Mr. Karel Och

Ms. Dima El Dairy

Ms. Octavia Baron

Ms. Hanaa Issa

Mr. Vatche Boulghourjian
Ms. Jessica Khoury

Mr. Gabriel Chamoun

Mr. Pierre Sarraf

Mr. Ely Dagher

Mr. Samer Boustany

Mr. Rida Jaafar

Ms. Rana Eid

Mr. Alaa Karkouti

Mr. Amir Ramsis

Ms. Elizabeth Abou Nafeh
Mr. Bassem Fayad

Mr. Stephano Mendelek
Ms. May Makarem

Ms. Sara Berjawi

Ms. Renée Awit

Ms. Mike Malajalian

Ms. Adonis Hakim
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BCP TEAM
Jo=ll Guo

Director
Jad Abi-Khalil

WENEE
Riham Assi

Fondation Liban Cinema
President
Maya de Freige

Team
Myriam El Hajj | Pamela Nabhan

Guest Relations Manager
Marylyn Ghosn

Assistant Guest Relations Manager
Loulwa Farhat

Marketing and Communication Team
Carine Khalaf | Leila Basma
Zaher Jureidini | Lynn Modallal

BCP Consultants

Jacques Bidou | Ghassan Salhab
Eliane Raheb | Gabrielle Dumon

(atalogue & poster design
May Ghaibeh




m Dora Bouchoucha d.mgng

ince 1994 she has produced and
co-produced several Tunisian and foreign documentaries, short and feature
films such as Sabria by Abderrahmen Sissako, The Season of men by Moufida
Tlatli, “Satin Rouge”, “Buried Secrets” and “Foreign Body” by Raja Amari and
“Inhebbek Hedi” by Mohamed Ben Attia. Dora Bouchoucha founded the Carthage
Film Festival Projects’ workshop in 1992 and also founded the SUD ECRITURE
workshops in 1997, which she has been running since. Dora Bouchoucha is
actively involved in training and promotion for southern cinema. In 2010, she was
appointed head of Fonds Sud and in 2012, she was appointed President of the
CNC “Aide aux cinémas du Monde”

© Mustapha Azab
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m Karel Och 3gl d;,u (zech Republic

Karel Och was born in 1974 in Czech Republic. He studied law and graduated in
film theory and history at Prague’s Charles University. Since 2001, he has worked
for the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival as a member of the selection
committee. He has programmed KVIFF's documentary competition and curated
retrospectives dedicated to Sam Peckinpah, John Huston and Elio Petri, among
others. In 2010 Och was appointed artistic director of the KVIFF. He is a member
of the European Film Academy, the Lux Prize selection panel, and FIPRESCI, and
since 2014 Och has been working as a tutor of the Venice Days jury.
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m Mohamed Ali Hassan Hefzy beo U.m.:) uJ.c 20230 |

Hefzy is an award winning Egyptian screenwriter and producer. He wrote,
produced, and co-produced over 30 feature films in Egypt, USA, UK, and the Arab
world. He was named among 30 future leaders in film production by Screen
International. He was chosen by Variety on top of a list of “Ten names you need
to know in the Arab Film Industry”. His films participated widely in major film
festivals, and won more than 80 international awards. Hefzy was also a jury
member at major national and international film festivals.
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Alaa Karkouti (,ig5)5 cllc

(EO and Co-founder

MAD Solutions and Arab Cinema Center

(airo, Egypt

alaa.karkouti@mad-solutions.com | www.mad-solutions.com

Andrei Kamarowsky (,ui69)lol5 cq_pji
Sales & Acquisitions
Orange Studio

EXPE RTS & G U ESTS ' Paris, France
andrei.kamarowsky@orange.com

Aurélien Bodinaux gisogs gldyjgl
Producer

Neon Rouge Productions

Brussels, Belgium

aurelien@neonrouge.com | www.neonrouge.com

Beadie Finzi (sjito Sau

Founding Director

Doc Society

London, UK

beadie@docsociety.org | www.docsociety.org

Antoine Khalife aaus glghil
Producer, Special Advisor

ART

Egypt

antoinekl@hotmail.fr | akhalife@amc-art.com

Carlo Chatrian glli gJjls
Artistic Director

Locarno Festival

Locarno, Switzerlan
direction@pardo.ch | www.pardo.ch

Christophe Leparc vljugl Logiuyys

Managing Director / Director

Quinzaine des Réalisateurs / Cinemed Montpellier
Paris, France

cleparc@quinzaine-realisateurs.com | www.quinzaine-realisateurs.com




Gabrielle Dumon gjgoga Juple
Producer, Partner

Le Bureau

Paris, France

gd@lebureaufilms.com

Clément Duboin glgiga glouls

Producer

Good Fortune Films

Paris, France

clement@goodfortunefilms.com | www.goodfortunefilms.com

Daniela Elstner jiisud| Uyils Ghassan Salhab wiglw glus
(E0 Filmmaker

Doc&Film International

Paris, France Beirut, Lebanon

d.elstner@docandfilm.com | www.docandfilm.com

Giona A. Nazzaro gjljli 1] ligio

General Delegate / Programmer and Curator

Venice International Critics' Week / Visions du Réel - Nyon
Roma, Italy

giona.nazzaro@gmail.com

Diana El Jeiroudi (saguaJl il
General Director

DOX BOX e.V.

Berlin, Germany

d jeiroudi@dox-box.org | www.dox-box.org

Ingrid Lill Hagtun gicga Ju auysil
Producer and Managing Director
Barentsfilm AS

Norway

ingrid@barentsfilm.no

Diana Karklin gu5)l5 Ll

Sales & Acquisitions

Rise and Shine World Sales

Berlin, Germany

diana.karklin@riseandshine-berlin.de | www.riseandshine-berlin.com

Irit Neidhardt wjl@auli cupl
Owner and Director of mec film
mec film

Berlin, Germany

irit@mecfilm.de | www.mecfilm.de

Francesco Giai Via Lo sl guupiuilys

Scout and Trainer

TorinoFilmLab

Torino, Italy

francesco.giaivia@torinofilmlab.it | www.torinofilmlab.it

Gabriel Chamoun gg=oui Juple
Producer

The Talkies
Beirut, Lebanon

Isabel Arrate Fernandez jailiys iljl Juljl
Managing Director

[DFA Bertha Fund

Amsterdam, the Netherlands

I Contacts: gchamoun@thetalkies.com | www.thetalkies.com isabel@idfa.nl | www.idfa.nl
[T Gabrielle Béroff-Gallard julé-oguy Juple Jacques Bidou gaw ¢l

ITIXT  La Fabrique Cinéma de IInstitut francais Project Manager Producer

WUNENVA  Institut francais JBA Production

([N  Paris, France
EIERE  gabrielle.beroffgallard@institutfrancais.com

Paris, France
jacqueshidou@jbaproduction.com | www.jbaproduction.com




Jani Thiltges gyuailyi il
Head of Studies

EAVE

Bertrange, Luxembourg
jani@eave.org | www.eave.org

Jessica Khoury (sjg5 By

Sales and Acquisitions

Film Clinic Indie Distribution

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Jessica.khoury@fcidistribution.com | www.film-clinic.com

Mai El-Gammal JloaJl ;0

Senior Coordinator

DOX BOX e.V.

Berlin, Germany

m.elgammal@dox-box.org | www.dox-box.org

Joseph Fahim pug6 vaijgo
Programmer, Film Critic

Karlovy Vary

Prague, (zech Republic
joe.f.fahim@gmail.com

company
country

Maria Raquel Bozzi (jgs Ju5l) Ujlo

Senior Director of Education & International Initiatives
Film Independent

Los Angeles, CA. USA

mbozzi@filmindependent.org | www.filmindependent.org

Katrin Pors gujgs (upls

Producer

Snowglobe

(openhagen K, Denmark

katrin@snowglobefilm.com | www.snowglobefilm.com

=}

Mohammed Belhaj golbbls 2000
Executive Producer

Aljazeera Documentary Channel

Doha, Qatar

helhajm@aljazeera.net | www.aljazeera.net

Krystof Mucha lbgo Logiuwuys
Executive Director

Karlovy Vary International Film Festival
Prague, (zech Republic
mucha@kviff.com | www.kviff.com

Philippe Coeytaux giulg5 viulio
Producer

Akka Films

Geneva, Switzerland
n.coeytaux@akkafilms.ch | www.akkafilms.ch

Laura van Halsema lowwlla glo ljg)

Senior Programmer

International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam (IDFA)
Amsterdam, the Netherlands

laura@idfa.nl | www.idfa.nl
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Pierre Sarraf wljo jly

Producer

né a beyrouth Films

Beirut, Lebanon

pierre@neabeyrouth.org | www.neabeyrouth.org

Laila Hourani iljgo
Program Officer, Arts, Culture and Media

The Ford Foundation
(airo, Egypt
|.hourani@fordfoundation.org | www.fordfoundation.org

Rima Mismar jlouuo Loyj

Executive Director

Arab Fund for Arts and Culture - AFAC

Beirut, Lebanon

rima.mismar@arabculturefund.org | www.arabculturefund.org

Sabine Sidawi (sglaun gublw

Producer

Orjouane Productions

Beirut, Lebanon

orjouaneproductions@gmail.com | www.orjouaneproductions.com




Sarah Hindi (s2ia IjLw

Theatrical Releases, Sales & Acquisitions

MC Distribution

Beirut, Lebanon

releases@mcdistribution.me | www.metropoliscinema.net

Ted Mundorff L6jgailo aui

President and CEO, Landmark Theaters

Landmark Theaters

Los Angeles, CA USA

TedM@Ilandmarktheatres.com | landmarktheatres.com

Thibaut Bracq vy qui

Film Programmer & Workshop Coordinator

Premiers Plans Film Festival & Angers Workshop

Paris, France

thibaut.bracq@premiersplans.org | www.premiersplans.org

Youssef Shazli J5Lull Lawgy

Managing Director

Zawya Cinema & Distribution

(airo, Egypt

yshazli@mifegypt.com | www.zawyacinema.com

Tareq Abu-Lughod 2sJ g.gi Qib
(o-Founder, CEO

Istikana

Amman, Jordan

tareq@istikana.com | www.istikana.com




BCP PROJECTS_IN DEVELOPMENT
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Documentary Projects
ayailigll 2Lisall

Abo Zaabal 1989 by Bassam Mortada
oBipo oluy al5] 1989 Jucj gil

Embodied Chorus by Danielle Davie and Mohamed Sabbah

alib 2030g 013 JUila 2lj3] gusi

Gevar’s Land by Qutaiba Barhamiji
Goay anis ol jlers gyl

Fiction Projects
ayilgyll 2yLusall

Backstage by Afef Ben Mahmoud
3goao i wolac olpd| yuullgs

Clandestino by Wissem Tlili
Rl pLuyg olp5] ! glidh duuo

Costa Brava Lebanon by Mounia Akl
Jéc aiio ol gliy Lol Llsugs

Dead Dog by Sarah Francis
wuuipo ajbw ol Gilo sl

The Bridge by Hala Lotfy
wobl dle olp] spgsll

The Return of the Jerboas by Amira Gehanne Khalfallah

allll cals glguo 6;._1_.of alp5l Le retour des gerboises

DOCUMENTARY_IN DEVELOPMENT Ik i=Vi /IRt MR T

ABO ZAABAL 1989

19A9 Jucj gl

Director: Bassam Mortada
bassam.mortada@see-media.org
Country: Egypt

Producer: Kismet El Sayed / See Media Production
Kismet@see-media.org
Country: Egypt
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Synopsis

Through the recollections of a father and his
son, the story of the events of 1989 in Abu-
Zaabal's prison is brought to life for the first
time. Both revisit defining moments in their
history and that of the resistance movement
in Egypt from the 70's till the “25 January”
revolution.

About the Director

Bassam Mortada is a filmmaker, activist,
journalist, and co-founder of See Media
Production, which is dedicated to working
on social injustice and activists’ biographies.
His first feature documentary “Reporting

a Revolution” premiered at the Berlinale
Film Festival in 2012. He directed two short
films, among them "Waiting for his Descent”
winner of the first prize for documentary at
the Jesuite Film Festival.

About the Producer

Kismet El Sayed is the main producer at See
Media Production with Bassam Mortada. She
produced “Reporting a Revolution” in 2012,
and then founded the production company
to focus on films that discuss social injustice
and human rights.
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EMBODIED CHORUS

UQj

Director: Danielle Davie & Mohamed Sabhah
dfdavie@gmail.com ; sabbah.moe@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Yara Abi Nader
Julia Wagner / HEARTWAKE film&development
yara.abi.nader@gmail.com (ountries:

julia.wagner@mailbox.com

Lebanon | Germany

GEVAR’S LAND

DOCUMENTARY _IN DEVELOPMENT [ETIeY=V1/ YT I S]i7s

Jlewn o)l

o Jz9 (HIV) deliall pass Gugnd go dialsio byl
Ol § Bz dldliall OLlgdV! e 8Ll b9 o3y

J5 01 Bazme je=tdl &6 e oy 5391 0 0925882

>yl e

olygiSl 83lgr e B35l> dudsly edal ﬂ@b
o bpadll Lol .4 radl Lzgleis iVl Jlrwe &
dJoall Bblzygall Go wamll § Cudye bygw 9

9 UL § 63Uly diuiaS GV JLil> Jasts . dizglaidVI
4869 sl yygui ok @0 8lilgall (USEKg <ALBA
PGS

oMl § uadly (D9 30 b gye 30 damo

Egall ¢dilEdley sl ¢ Jymiall Sl Jio gublge
3 4 oolod olgll auan g due S5 Ll
Ui @' 3loy Jasb eld 5T ez a3 YV sle
lgall oo ol @ $lgzu ciilog laylusl 25 dedé
" s lly ddonell

o)l ¢
&"wl VAV ole § .09y 00 _)Lt;'>i_9 ﬁﬂscli‘:mﬁ
svad ald 25" (Il yshall lgaled ¢ s
Aol Josll 9 5o 2=l § bl S5 S
25 o555 gl Lol bl s Galle gyl
23599 & lakes o Bllgally "GLE" 2L

Synopsis

An HIV-positive woman and a gay man
experience living with an STl in Lebanon.
They engage with others to wake up to the
feeling that everything is possible.

About the Director

Danielle is a PhD-holder documentary
filmmaker and visual anthropologist. Her
short films about the Bedouin habitations

in Syria were screened in ethnographic
international festivals. She is a coordinator &
lecturer at ALBA, USEK and UL universities,
while working on her documentaries and
experimental videos.

Mohamed is a Lebanese filmmaker. His films
deal with body relationships, death, family
and politics. Mohamed completed his feature
debut, “Chronic”, in 2017. His previous short
films have been selected and won prizes in
several international festivals.

About the Producer

Yarais a film and news producer based in
Beirut. In 2017, she produced the feature
film “Chronic”, and the independent

short "Take18". She also participates in
international production workshops. Yara
is currently working on "Embodied Chorus”
while pursuing a career with Reuters.

Director: Qutaiba Barhamiji
barhamji@gmail.com
Country: Syria

Producer: Karim Aitouna / Haut Les Mains
Productions
karim@hautlesmainsproductions.fr
Countries: Morocco
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Synopsis

A patch of garden on the outskirts of Reims,
far, very far from his orchards in Syria.
During four seasons, Gevar learns how to
farm this new land that waits for no one.

About the Director

Qutaiba was born in Damascus in 1982

and spent his childhood between Syria

and Russia. He studied medicine and later
graduated with a degree in cinema from
ESEC in Paris. He works as a film editor for
short films and documentaries. He speaks

4 languages fluently and has edited films in
12 languages. Among his projects are Andrei
Schtakleff's La Montagne Magique (FID
Marseille, IFFR 2015) and Toomas Jarvet's
Rough Stage (IDFA 2015). In 2015 he directed
his first short Wardé.

About the Producer

Karim Aitouna is a Moroccan producer,
established in France and working between
Lyon and Tangier. He has produced short and
feature-length films, and documentaries.

He was part of Emerging Producers 2013

in Jihlava IDFF. He is @ member of EAVE

and EURODOC, and is a lecturer for the
Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes French Regional
Fund.



BACKSTAGE
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Director: Afef Ben Mahmoud
benmahmoudafef@yahoo.fr
Country: Tunisia

Producer and Co-director: Khalil Benkirane /
Lycia Productions

kalbrane@gmail.com

Country: Morocco
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Synopsis

Hedi, a member of a Tunisian dance troupe,
injures during a representation Aida, his
stage and life partner, triggering a series of
events through a long night across a forest,
on the way to the next village's doctor in

an attempt to save the last show of utmost
importance.

About the Director

Tunisian director and actress Afef dashed
into a rich artistic career from an early age.
Initially, as a dancer then actress and counts
today in her asset numerous participations
in television, theater and cinema. Afef played
lead roles for many filmmakers including
Nouri Bouzid's Making Of. Afef directed 3
shorts.

About the Producer and Co-Director
Khalil graduated in Film studies from SFSU
then run Cinemayaat from 1998 to 2002. He
moved to Morocco to direct and produce his
feature documentary, The White Thread.

In 2008, Khalil went on to produce films for
AJ Children then joined the DFI where he
heads since the Grants Programme.

Clandestino !
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Director: Wissem Tlili
wissem_t@hotmail.com
Country: Tunisia

Producer: Melik Kochhati / Paprika Films
melik.kochbati@paprikafilms.com
Country: Tunisia
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Synopsis

Selim is a Tunisian fanatic of Italian TV and
culture. He wins the lottery in a show and
gets the chance to turn into a millionaire, if
he travels to Italy within two weeks. After
getting his visa application declined, he
travels illegally and meets other illegal
immigrants during a tormented adventure.

About the Director

Wissem is a Tunisian scriptwriter and
director. After finishing his film studies in
La Femis (France), he participated in the
anthology film «10 courts 10 regards»,
directed a first short «Perversion» then a
second «In Reverse». Wissem is currently
developing his first feature «Clandestino !».

About the Producer

Melik Kochbati collaborated in several
French feature as financial supervisor.

In 2011 he founded Paprika Films, which
produced several worldwide awarded shorts,
TV series «Rubik» and features «Whispering
Sands». He is currently developing
«Clandestino!» by Wissem Tlili and «The
Awakening» by Amine Chiboub.



COSTA BRAVA LEBANON
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Director: Mounia Akl
mounia.akl@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Myriam Sassine / Abbout Productions
contact@abboutproductions.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

The Badris live in the Lebanese mountains
away from the rest of the country that

is drowning under garbage. When the
government decides to build a landfill right
outside their house, they're devastated.

As Lebanon'’s trash piles up next door, the
hidden tensions among the family arise.

About the Director

Mounia Akl holds a BA in architecture and an
MFA in Directing from Columbia University.
Her short film, Submarine (2016), was

in Cannes Film Festival - Cinefondation
selection. In 2017, Mounia co-directed a
short El Gran Libano which opened the
Directors’ Fortnight. The Cinefondation'’s
prestigious writing residency selected her
first feature project.

About the Producer

Myriam Sassine majored in cinema studies
at ALBA and received her M.A.in cinema
research from IESAV. In 2012, she became an
Associate Producer at Abbout Productions
producing several features. She is the COO of
Schortcut Films and the Executive Director
of Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival.

Director: Sarah Francis
francisarah@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

When Farid, a 60 year old man living abroad,
visits his wife in their Lebanese mountain
home, he learns that their old dog died - but
no one informed him. When the couple visits
the location where the dog was supposedly
buried, they discover the hill has become a
granite quarry. Tensions soon arise as the
old dynamics of the couple resurface, and
Farid confesses he is returning home for
good. In the following days, Aida learns that
Farid is planning to sell their main residence
in Beirut due to financial problems. The
couple explores their relationship for the
first time in years.

About the Director

Sarah grew up in Beirut and graduated
from IESAV, USJ. Since 2005, she has
worked as a freelance director and
participated in workshops and labs. ‘Birds
of September’ (2013), her award-winning
feature documentary was screened at
many international festivals and museums.
She is currently developing a project with
the support of the Asian Cinema Fund.
With her upcoming project ‘Dead Dog’, she
was a participant of Cinephilia Bound in
collaboration with La Maison des scénaristes
at the Festival de Cannes in 2017.



THE BRIDGE
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Director: Hala Lotfy / Hassala Production
hala_loly@gmail.com
Country: Egypt

Producer: Mohamed Samir / DayDream Art
Production
daydream.artproduction@gmail.com
Country: Egypt

I3 < '
Juds LUl 5,008l elol aol § llgie 95 e
S5 b 0 Judll § o Jio by ¢ Jolds 28
ksl B> JVl o ol Jglos ausgll VI3 Y
l Lpamed I dbagedl Glall I Sl Joolss
Aol diaall Bacluall Gg21 LLE § ladlaie
Lzgu 51 313 BT O9yaks Loaic cslaudly

Tl o
es IV laaled Ut el poa e il Ao
i Wed Bloisw Blayge Oganes 0o 581§ "yleil)

sl 1520l 0o Azl e Jua> WS oy Olzrge
& ok 1" Luadl dails § ebdll sl g5 VAE sle @
- Glotandl 33 Olzsg0 lgallol 1 "2l Lotguad] )6

g Ol U8 dhygb 858) yii9aS Joo yow Jomne
il Byuadll oMV o Wl gl yuaw die
2ol "mianll 88" okd Jio dlygh eMal wileg i
Al 2l 90 wled)l e 310 05 domme 5 paall
e i Jos 588 1) o g G diliin & reno
laizysal &0l of JgVI oY

Synopsis

In a blink of an eye she lost her son for the
most absurd reason: a hole in a bridge. She's
the only one who believes that he can still be
alive. There is a feeling that however many
good intentions and efforts are made, they
will be swallowed up by the interminable
twists and turns of the Egyptian bureaucracy.

About the Director

Hala Lotfy is an Egyptian filmmaker. Her first
feature film Coming Forth by Day had its
European premiere at the Berlinale Forum

in 2013, and it won many awards and was
screened in more than 50 festivals. In 2014,
the film joined the Greatest 100 Arab Films
list made by DIFF.

About the Producer

Mohamed Samir has worked as a film editor
for more than 12 years before becoming

a producer. Samir produced several short
films in addition to many feature film
projects such as “Factory Girl" by Mohamed
Khan. Samir is now focusing on producing
films that have a special narrative and
visual approach mainly for 1st and 2nd time
filmmakers.

THE RETURN OF THE GERBOAS

Le retour des gerboises

Director: Amira Géhanne Khalfallah
gehanne@gmail.com
Country: Algeria

Producer: Jaber Debzi / Prolégomenes
djaberdebzi@gmail.com
Country: Algeria
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Synopsis

2000, four decades after the explosion of the
first French nuclear bomb Gerboise Bleue,
Hakim a young doctor settles in a blind
people village, in the heart of the Algerian
Sahara.

About the Director

Gehanne was born and grew up in Algeria
before moving to Morocco in 2007. She
writes for cinema, television and also
theatre. "Essebat” is the first film she
directed in 2017, a short movie supported by
Instituto Cervantes in Casablanca. Currently,
she is writing and developing her first
feature narrative film entitled “The Return of
The Jerboas”.

About the Producer

Jaber Debzi is a film producer. He lives

and works in Algiers. In 2015, he founded
his production company Prolégomenes,
with which he produced two feature

films, “Until the Birds Return” by Karim
Moussaoui, selected in « Un Certain Regard
» at the 2017 Cannes festival; and "Atlal’, a
documentary by Djamel Kerkar, many times
awarded at the FID Marseille 2016.
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JANITOU
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Director: Amine Hattou
amine.hattou@gmail.com
Country: Algeria

Producer: Boualem Ziani / Libre Image Production
zianiboualem@hotmail.com
Country: Algeria
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Synopsis

Algeria mid-1980s. The country enters a
time of intense political and social unrest.
During the same time a Bollywood film
became an unexpected sensation throughout
the country. Following the nostalgia of this
Bollywood love story, Janitou discovers what
love means in today's Algerian society, giving
a truthful tribute to cinema and unraveling
the emotional identity of a traumatized
generation.

About the director

Amine is an Algerian independent filmmaker.
He graduated from the Journalism Institute
of Algiers in 2000. In 2009 he was selected
to participate in “La Fémis" (Paris), where

he wrote and directed his 1st short
documentary. In 2011 he directed a short
film «Down to Earth» selected in more than
20 film festivals around world.

About the producer

Boualem Ziani started his career as a
journalist in the Algerian Television. In 2003,
he founded Sora Production, and produced
several documentaries and short fiction
such as "Cousins” by Lyes Salem (César of
best short film in 2005). He is currently the
manager of “Libre Image production”.



DOCUMENTARY_WORK IN PROGRESS JI=YRIIINEIRRT1H

UNDERDOWN

Director: Sarah Kaskas
sarah.kaskas@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Liliane Rahal / Karaaj Films
liliane.rahal@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

Moving to Beirut's anarchic rhythm,
‘Underdown’ follows the struggles of a
Palestinian cab driver who lives in his car, a
homeless Syrian kid and a Lebanese woman
and her family. Through a pulsating journey
full of harsh realities and an unbreakable
sense of humour, they convey glimmers of
hope in the darkest of places.

About the director

Sarah Kaskas received her MFA in Cinematic
Artsin 2011.In 2016, Kaskas co-directed
‘Bread and Tea', winner of Best Short
Documentary at Iran’s Cinéma Vérité.

Her upcoming feature documentary was
nominated for the Robert Bosch Film Prize
2017 and received a production grant from
the Doha Film Institute.

About the producer

Liliane Rahal is a Lebanese producer with
more than 10 years of experience in film
production. In 2013, she gave a year-long
photography workshop to incarcerated
Lebanese women with "Zakira Image
Festival” Liliane produced and co-directed
“Bread and Tea", which won best short
documentary at Iran’'s Cinema Verite 2016.
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Director: Oualid Mouaness
oualid@mac.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Myriam Sassine / Abbout Productions
contact@abboutproductions.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

Eleven year old Wissam is determined to
tell his classmate Joanna that he loves
her. As he yearns to express himself, he is
challenged by an invasion that threatens to
permanently keep them apart.

About the director

QOualid Mouaness is an independent writer,
director and producer working in USA,
Europe and the Middle East. He produced
music videos, feature documentaries and
has directed several awarded short films.
1982 is his first feature as director.

About the producer

Myriam Sassine majored in cinema studies
at ALBA and received her M.A. in cinema
research from I[ESAV. In 2012, she became an
Associate Producer at Abbout Productions
producing several features. She is the COO of
Schortcut Films and the Executive Director
of Maskoon Fantastic Film Festival.

©Elias Moubarak



ALL THIS VICTORY

Director: Ahmad Ghossein
ahmad.ghossein@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Producer: Georges Schoucair / Abbout Productions
contact@abboutproductions.com
Country: Lebanon

AWAY FROM YOU
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Synopsis

During the 2006 Israeli Attack on Lebanon,
Marwan, 30 years old, heads out in search
of his father. He gets stuck in a house with

4 villagers. Above them, on the first floor, a
group of Israeli soldiers. The next three days
sees the situation spirals out of control.

About the director

Ahmad Ghossein is a Lebanese filmmaker
and video artist. He directed several
documentaries, short films and videos.

His work has been screened in different
museums and international film festivals.
He was selected among the 4 Lebanese
filmmakers of Lebanon Factory that opened
the Directors’ Fortnight at Cannes Film
Festival 2017.

About the producer

Georges Schoucair produced award-winning
independent movies and actively contributed
to the development of the Lebanese cinema.
In parallel to Abbout Productions, Schoucair
cofounded MC Distribution. He is the vice-
president of Metropolis Cinema and the

CEO of Schortcut Films, which objective

is to invest and coproduce high quality
international independent films.

Director and Co-Producer: Mohcine Besri /
Tamawayt Prodcutions
tamawayt.productions@gmail.com
Country: Morocco, Switzerland

Producer: Asma Graimich / First Poly Production &
fpp-prod@hotmail.com
Country: Morocco
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Synopsis

Laaziza, 7-months pregnant, is rejected
without consideration by her husband. She
will give birth at her brother’s house where
she'll live with her son Ihsan. Few years
later, Insan begins school when his father
shows his desire to have him back. Against
the refusal of her brothers, Laaziza decides
to take her son to the doorstep of the house
that was once closed in her face.

About director

Born in Morocco in 1971, Mohcine studied
Physics while making his first steps in arts
by acting in movies and working as assistant
director. He later left to Switzerland where
he completed his bachelor degree before
becoming a math teacher. In parallel, he
directed 2 short films and was a co-writer
on “Operation Casablanca” before writing his
1st feature "Les Mécréants”.

About producer

Asma Graimiche is a producer and distributor
from Morocco. In 2006, she founded her

own company "First Poly Production”.

She then opened branches in London and
Washington. Over the years, she has worked
as executive producer for many TVs and
foreign production companies. She has also
produced TVs programs and video clips.



FICTION_ WORK IN PROGRESS J{=SAIIRTE-RgiS]L.]

NIGHT/EXTERIOR

Director: Ahmad Abdalla
info@ahmadabdalla.net
Country: Egypt
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Producer: Hala Lotfy / Hassala Films
hala_lotfy@hotmail.com
Country: Egypt

Synopsis

This is a story about three people who

broke the social norm and flirted with its
boundaries. They met in the blind spot of
society, and learnt a lot about it and about
themselves. A story that was not affected by
what came before it or will affect what might
come after it.

About the director

Ahmad Abdalla is an Egyptian editor and
director. He studied music originally. He won
several awards for his feature films, and
contributed in many film festivals juries. He
has directed Heliopolis (2009), Microphone
(2010), Rags & Tatters (2013) and Decor
(2014).

About the producer

Hala Lotfy, Egyptian director and producer,
won several awards for her first feature
“Coming Forth by the Day”. She is the co-
founder of Hassala in Cairo, a company that
helped producing several films including
“Mother of the Unborn” by Nadine Saleeb,
“Little Eagles” by Mohamed Rashad.
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WE ARE INSIDE JaIaJl o gad
Director: Farah Kassem Producer 1: Nicola S.Sangs / The Producer 2: Cynthia Choucair /
kassemfarah@gmail.com Moon Embassy Roadz2films
Country: Lebanon sangsnicola@gmail.com cynthia@road2films.com

Country: Germany

Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

Behind the glass door of an attorney's office,
poets of a vanishing generation speak in
verse of a reality that no longer exists.
Outside, another world awaits the younger
generation.

About the director

Since 2008, Farah kassem has been working
as a director, editor and D.O.P on several
documentaries. Her short "My Father

Looks Like Abdel Nasser” was awarded a
“Special Mention” at the Dubai International
Film Festival 2012. Recently, her short
documentaries, “You Make a Better Window"
and “Nettoyer Schaerbeek” have premiered
at Visions du Réel and DOK Leipzig.

About the producer

Cynthia Choucair studied cinema at IESAV,
USJ. She then worked as editor, director
and producer on many Lebanese films and
documentaries. In 2007 she founded her
production house “Road 2 Films" where she
produces fiction and documentary films,
and cultural TV programs for local, Arab
and European networks. Her award-winning
short film “The Chair” was selected in more
than 3b festivals worldwide.
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Director: Mark Karam
markkaraml4@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

Director: Naim Asmar
naimalasmar@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

The film follows the Greek Andriotty family
in Beirut, mixing actors with the real family.
Mark (Naim Asmar), a sloppy filmmaker,
investigates the violent divorce of his aunt
Yolla (Julia Kassar) who believes she is the
reincarnation of Maria Callas! Yolla merges
fiction and reality with Opera roles, while
exposing the family and revealing her
nephew's secret to his Mother (Christine
Choueiri).

About the directors

Mark was born in Beirut in 1991. On top of
Mark's ambition list: becoming a cat and
cinema comes right afterwards. Graduated
in 2013, Mark has made 4 short films
screened in international festivals. He
worked as a digital copywriter and agency
producer at Mirum, JWT and is currently a
videographer in the humanitarian sector.

Naim was born in Beirut in 1984. Architect,
Ecosystem Designer and Musician, stage
singer from a young age, played piano and
"Oud’, co-founded a number of local bands,
performing various genres in traditional
Arabic music, to contemporary compositions
and experimental projects. Collaborated as a
composer and actor in musical theatre and
recently got involved in filmmaking.
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Director: Selim Mourad
selimmourad145@gmail.com
Country: Lebanon

&f_\_s.m J_'x:J_g ddbd asllbl kug.iJl k"gfx.-x';JI oy Jad
ol § a5 Byleas Gilao ol Blgie aylisy 2
diy90y297 55 5 Sl 04 dralie L by o)
&SI

>yl e

Gmondl Glob Il § Gug2)el K1 8olgd >ﬁii» Ju
Jazs cbwgy puadll dsslz (o dloills & rals
ol 89 ot b3V § sstzlo Golod e
B> 8008 U] dBloiand | iy 2 . Jloisnd|
JYI Jaghll 8569l dakis wasd cdullesilse e
Akl Gallall Olzsgall § B3l e "luadl yblyel”
)i 933489 <2016 diww "Visions du Reel" ¢,86ll
.2017 & "Linceul" Olgisy

Synopsis

A young man takes up the challenge launched by
his sister and endorses the identity of a stranger
whose name he arbitrarily chooses on a taxi-
driver-held sign at the airport. He is far from
imagining the consequences of the adventure he is
embarking on, one that could change the essence
of who he is.

About the director

Selim Mourad completed his bachelor degree in
audiovisual studies (USJ - Beirut) with two master
degrees in both filmmaking and film research. His
filmography includes award-winning short films,
a first feature documentary: "This Little Father
Obsession" (Official Selection Visions du Réel 2016)
and an experimental video "Linceul" (2017).
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Director & Producer: Nizar Sfair
info@nizarsfair.com
Country: Lebanon
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Synopsis

Swedish writer of Lebanese origin Jorg
Svensson leads an unsettling life in
Stockholm. An unexpected mail leads him
to return to Lebanon, thirty years after the
horrific massacre of his family. Discovering
the romantic letters of his father, will be
the seed of a new inspiration, leading to
overwhelming occurrences.

About the director and producer

Nizar Sfair was bornin 1979, in Lebanon.
In 2005, Sfair took his MA in Film Theory

at the USEK University, Lebanon. Having 6
short films shown at numerous festivals,
and his commercial work honored with
several international awards, Sfair is now
ready for the next chapter, The Occurrences
(AUHawadeth) his first feature film.
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T0 THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
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Director: Hamida Issa
halkawari@gmail.com
Country: Qatar

Producer: Justin Kramer / The Film House
justin@thefilmhouse.tv
Country: Qatar
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Synopsis

The story of the film begins in Argentina
and follows an environmental expedition

to Antarctica. It explores the dreams of
individuals to contribute positively to their
communities. The journey continues to

the Arabian Gulf, in search of inspiring
characters working toward positive
environmental change. Antarctica serves as
a beautiful reminder of what we once were,
and contrasts with the rich cultural tapestry
of the Gulf, specifically Qatar, and those who
are united in their dedication to sustainability
and hope for our future. At the heart of the
film is the juxtaposition of two deserts:
Antarctica and Arabia; ice and sand.

About the director

Hamida is a Qatari writer, director and
producer. She graduated with a BA in Politics
from University College London and a MA in
Global Cinemas and the Transcultural from
the School of Oriental and African Studies.
She worked for the education team at the
Doha Film Institute and made her 1st short
film “15 Heartbeats", which premiered

at DTFF in 2011. She is the 1st Qatari
woman in history to step foot on Antarctica
and is currently making her 1st feature
documentary.
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THE VOICE OF AMIRAH

Director: Khalifa Al-Thani
kalthani@dohafilminstitute.com
Country: Qatar
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Synopsis

Setin the 1970's in Qatar: Amirah,

an adolescent girl grows up in an
unconventional household in Doha. Amirah
lives with her overly cautious mother; a few
streets away from her absent and neglectful
father who starts a new life with a malicious
second wife and half-sisters who made her
life psychologically difficult motivated by
jealousy. Amirah's life starts to unravel once
her father decides to arrange her marriage.
Her life takes a wonderful turn when she
stands up for what she believes in.

About the director

Khalifa Al-Thani is an Independent filmmaker
with a Bachelor's degree in Film and Video
from the School of Visual Arts. He is in the
last stages of development for both his short
“Collect your Belongings” and his feature
“The Voice of Amirah”. Khalifa currently
works in the development team at the Doha
Film Institute.
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Aimed to support independent cinema
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SCHORTOUT
www.schortcut.com F I L M S
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BEAUTY AND THE DOGS FELICITE
by Kaouther Ben Hania by Alain Gomis

WAJIB ZAMA
by Annemarie Jacir by Lucrecia Martel

LOOKING FOR OUM KULTHUM LETTERS FROM WAR
by Shirin Neshat by Ivo Ferreira




53" Karlovy Vary
International Film Festival
June 29-July 7, 2018

Submit your projects
in postproduction to
Works in Progress of

KVIFF Eastern Promises

Industry platform '. www.kviff.com
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A MOI LE FRANGAIS session de 20h

Pour enfants et adolescents de 8 a 14 ans, des ateliers
variés afin de parler, découvrir et créer en francais

ARGUMENTER POUR DEBATTRE

session de 20h

Pour adolescents de 15 ans 3 17 ans, des ateliers
permettant de développer des stratégies de production
a l'oral

ZERO FAUTE :ession de 20h

Pour permettre a vos enfants de travailler la grammaire en
s"amusant

Cours de préparation au DELF Junior
Sesdsion de 20h

Du 23 avril au 25 mai

Examens DELF Junior du 28 au 31 mai

Atelier intensif vacances d "avril
3, 4 et 5 avril
de 9h00 a 13h00

@ cdl.beyrouth@Bif-liban.com T 01 &20272/3
werw institutfrancais-liban.com %&Tl l{l
) institut frangais du liban NC RIS

£ InstitutFrLiban

SPENDING
S

EARNING

Using your FNB credit card has never been more rewarding!

Spend with your credit card, earn points and redeem them for cash or valuable
prizes and travel packages at fnb-rewards.com or through the FNB Mobile App.
Points can be earned and redeemed in Lebanon or abroad.

(1244 rnoone

FIRST NATIONAL BANK :
fnb.com.lb
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Map p|ng Mapping Arab Doc is a publication offering an overview of the documentary
scene in the Arab World. This is the first outcome of a larger research entitled

E = u
Arab Doc Data is Beautiful, conducted by DOX BOX. Data is Beautiful aims at promoting : : TINARAB ’ I. Robert Bosch
... spatial thinking and historical inquiry, at informing decisions and practice 2 ' : B e R
WI ‘\b)l’ for operators, practitioners and decision makers. The first edition of

é w@sn Mapping Arab Doc is released in 2018 in combination with panels and discu-
S ssions in collaboration with several local and international partners. The
\},J"‘” P‘""" first of which is proudly with Beirut Cinema Platform in March 2018.

) DOX BOX is a non-for-profit support association that aims supporting
i: V' DOX BOX the emergence of a prosperous documentary film community, culture
and practice in and from the Arab World through a range of non-traditional m P ITRUTION .
www.dox-box.org support and professionalization schemes fncluding conducting studies Timtema 4 2 imbh | MALAGA  AIVIIVIr LATINARAR @ PCRIRE DM
and research.
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INTERNATIONAL
DOCUMENTARY

FILM FESTIVAL
AMSTERDAM

XY November 14 - 25
Deadlines for entry: May 1and August 1

November 15 - 25

Deadlines for entry: May 1 and August 1

XTI November 19 - 21

Deadline for entry: August 15

November 16 - 22

Deadline for entry: September 15

IDFAcademy Summer School RIV\WE

Deadline for submission: March 1

(D] FACELET T November 15 - 18

Deadline for accreditation: September 15 pel] \

idfa

=
A

YT November 16 - 20 s 2017 Pm"“"!’d}g
Deadline for accreditation: September 1 ; B
IDFA Bertha Fund

Deadlines for entry: =

IDFA Bertha Fund Classic: May 15 C ll f ﬁ f ﬁ l p
IDFA Bertha Fund Europe Co-Production: May 1 a 0 r rSt eatu re m sc rl t
IDFA Bertha Fund Europe Distribution:

no deadline, applications accepted until October 1

www.idfa.nl/industry

o IDFA Industry & press o @IDFA industry

Deadline for application: May 4, 2018



THE BEST UPCOMING
ARAB FILM PROJECTS

AND
THE FINEST PRODUCERS

UNDER THE SAME ROOF AT THE SECOND EDITION OF
CINEGOUNA PLATFORM

JOIN US AT

EL GOUNA FILM FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 20"- 28" 2018
FOR THIS UNMISSABLE OPPORTUNITY!

WWW.ELGOUNAFILMFESTIVAL.COM
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Les Ateliers SUD ECRITURE sont des ateliers d'aide a la
réécriture pour des auteurs de premier ou deuxieme long-
métrage originaires d'Afrique subsaharienne, du Maghreb ou du
Moyen-Orient. Ils se déroulent sur deux sessions interactives
d'une semaine, animeées par un scénariste de renommee
internationale.

SUD ECRITURE workshops are screenwriting workshops for Sub
Saharan, North African and Middle Eastern authors of a first or
second feature film. The workshops take place in two one-week
interactive sessions under the guidance of a renown script

) SUD ECRITURE Tel/ Fax: +21671748255
@ sudecriture.net 11 rue mami
@ sudecriture@gmail.com 2070 La marsa




Pixelmob soecializes in making your monng pictures loak their b st
ielmob specishies n making your mowng pictures look e
Whether commercials, music videss, corporate documentaries, TV
programs or feature films, we have the talent and teols to polish

your images and defiver your productions in ther optimal look

db sTuDIOS

Founded in 2006 by sound designer Rana Eid and
composer Nadim Mishlawi, db STUDIOS has become
the primary facility for audio post-production
in Lebanon, providing services to directors,
producers, and artists from Lebancon and the
Arab World.

In 2012 db STUDIOS expanded its services to in-
clude production sound recording thus able to
offer full packages in film sound.

db STUDIOS consists of four studios designed
to facilitate the warious requirements of the
modern filmmaker. Each system is equipped with
a multitude of highend plug-ins and each have
access to a 4TB+ sound archive of original
(not purchased) sounds, recorded over the past
10 years by the db crew.
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Fondation Liban Cinema ‘
+961 1 612500 ext. 4124-4125

info@fondationlibancinema.org
www.fondationlibancinema.org

FONDATION LIBAN CINEMA

The Fondation Liban Cinema is a non-governmental organization that plays a
powerful and effective federating role in the Lebanese audiovisual industry,

by supporting the development of a competitive Lebanese film industry and
establishing Lebanon as a prominent international production location.

Its objectives are to support Lebanese filmmakers and professionals, to facilitate
local film production, to preserve the Lebanese audiovisual heritage and to promote
the Lebanese cinema industry.

. We Support the development of the film industry in Lebanon by:
Organizing annual workshops for filmmakers and specialized seminars.
Stimulating the development of Lebanese funds to support and finance local
films.

2. We Facilitate local film production by:

* Launching a database of the Lebanese audiovisual professionals in Lebanon and
abroad.

Assembling and disseminating the right information and assisting in the
administrative procedures with the appropriate public bodies.

3. We Promote Lebanon as a key destination for international film production by:
Hosting, organizing and participating in regional and international festivals and
events.

Crafting and creating bridges between local and international professionals.
Participating in the public debates that contribute to the policy making process
offering financial incentives for film makers.

4. We Preserve the Lebanese audiovisual heritage by:

* Restoring and digitalizing old feature films and the archives of old public
productions.

Making such archives available for research and film making.

2016 was a great year for Lebanese cinema with the selection of 3 Lebanese films
in different sections of Cannes Film Festival; with Lebanon being chosen to host
the 4th edition of the “Factory”, a prestigious project that will promote Lebanon and
place our country on the international scene in 2017; and finally with the renewal of
the coproduction agreement between France and Lebanon in Beirut that will surely
dynamise the production

The role of Fondation Liban cinema is growing and asserting itself day after day,
the evidence, the MOU that was signed with the Ministry of Culture acknowledging
the role of the Fondation as an institution that supports the development of the
Lebanese cinema in all its aspects.
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